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Nescio quis tenem ocuJus mthi fasctnat agms 

VIRG Eel lu 103 

Ah I What ill eyes bewitch my tender lambs > 

Whites Chocolate-^house, March 15 

T[ HIS evening was allotted for taking into consi- 
deration a late request of two indulgent parents, 
touching the care of a young daughter, whom they 
design to send to a boarding-school, or keep at home, 
according to my determination , but I am diverted 
from that subject by letters which I have received 
fiom several ladies, complaining of a certain sect 
of professed enemies to the repose of the fair sex, 
cilled Oglers These are, it seems, gentlemen who 
look With deep attention on one object at the play- 
houses, and are ever staring all round them in 
churches It is urged by my conespondents, that 
they do all that is possible to keep their eyes off 
these uibiiarers, but that, by what power they 
know not, both Iheir diversions and devotions are 
intenupted by tliem in sucii a manner, as tliat they 
yon jy b 




s TATLER. 115 

canaot attend to either, without stealing looks at 
the personb whose eyes are fixed upon them By 
tins means, my petitioneis say, they find tbem- 
sehes grow insensibly less oftended, and in tune 
enamoured ot these their exiemies Wh t is re- 
quired of me on this occasion is, that as I love and 
study to pieserv^e the bettei part of mankind, the fe- 
males, I w ould give them some account of this dan- 
gerous way of assault, against which there is so 
little defence, that it lays ambush foi the sight it- 
self, and makes them seeiiigl}, knowingly, wil- 
lingly, and fo eibly, goon to their own captivity 
I his representation ot the present stite of aifairs 
between the two sexes gave me very much al'iim, 
and I had no more to do, but to recollect what I 
had seen at any one assembly for some years last 
past, to be convinced of the trutii and justice of 
this remonstiance If theie be not a stop put to 
this evil ait, all the modes of nddiess, and tlie ele- 
gant embellishments of life, which aiiSc out of the 
noble passion of love, will of necessity decay Who 
would be at tiie trouble of ihetoiic, or stud} the 
Bo?i Mien, when his introduction is so much e isier 
obtained by a sudden reverence in a down-cast look 
at the meeting the eye of a fair lady, and beginning 
again to og/e hei as soon as she glances ''notlux 
way ^ I reraemhei very well, when I was Iasi at an 
opera I could peiceive the eyes of the whole audi- 
ence cast into particular cross angles one upon ano- 
ther, Without any manner of regaid to the stage, 
though king Litmus was himself present wdien I 
made that oosei vation It was then veiy pleasant ta 
look in^o the hearts of the whole company , for the 
balls oi sight aie so foimed, that one man's eyes arc 
spectacles to another to lead his heart with The 
most ordinaiy beholder can take notice of any vio- 
lent agitation m the mmd, any pleasing transport^, 
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Gi any in\^’'aid gnef, in the peioon he loois at but 
one of these Ogleib can see a studied indiffeience^ a 
conceded iove^ or a smotheied resentment, m the 
veiy gl mces tint uc made to hide those dispositions 
of thought The natuialists tell us, that tlie i ittie- 
sn ike v/ill fix himself undei a liec wheie he sees a 
squnrcl pW)mg, aid, when he Ins once got the 
cxch ing^ ot i gl nice from the pietty wanton, will 
give It such a sudden sUoke on its unagmation, 
that though it may play from bough to bough, and 
sti ive to avei t its eyes h om it tor some time, yet it 
comes nearer and nearei by little intervals of looking 
anothei way, until it drops into the jaws of the ani- 
mal, winch it knew gazed at it foi no other leason 
but to mm it I did not believe this piece of phi- 
losophy until that night I was just now speaking of, 
but I then saw the same thing pacs between an Oglei 
and a Coquette Miitiilo, the most learned of the 
former, had for some time discontinned to visit 
Flavn, no less eminent among the lattei They 
andiistuously avoided all places wheie they m’oht 
probably meet, but chance bi ought them togetlK i to 
the play-house, and seated them in a diicct Ihie 
o\er-against each othei, she in a tiont lox, he m 
the pit next the stage As soon as Flavia had le- 
uivcd the looks of the whole powd below hei with 
that air of insensibility which is necc&saiy at the 
first entrance, she began to look round hei, and 
saw the vagabond Mirtillo, who had so long ab- 
sented himself fiom her circle, and when she hist 
discovered him, she looked upon him with tliat 
glance, which m the language of Oglers is called 
the Scornful, but immediately turned hei observa- 
tion another way, and returned upon him with the 
Indifferent This gave Mirtilio no small lesent- 
ment , but he used hei accordmgl} He took care 
to be leady for her next glance. She found his eyes 
B % 
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full m tbe Indolent, with his lips crumpled up, m 
the posture of one whistling Her anger at this 
usage immediately appealed m every muscle of her 
face , and after many emotions, which glistened in 
her eyes, she cast them round the whole house, and 
ga\e tnem softnesses in the face of every man she 
had ever seen before After she thought she had 
reduced all she saw to her obedience, the phy be- 
gan, and ended their dialogue As soon as the firot 
act was over, she stood up with a visage full of dis- 
sembled alacrity and pleasure, with which she ovei- 
looked the audience, and at last came to him , he 
was then placed m a side- way, with his hat slouched 
over his eyes, and gazing at a wench in the side- 
box, as talking of that gypsy to the gentleman who 
sat by him But, as she hxed upon him, he turned 
suddenly with a full face upon her, and, with all 
the respect imaginable, made her the most obse- 
quious bow m the presence of the whole theatre 
This gave her a pleasure not to be concealed , and 
she made him the recoveiing, or second couitsy, 
with a smile diat spoke a perfect reconciliation 
Between the ensuing acts, tliey talked to each other 
with gestures and glances so significant, that they 
ridiculed tlie whole house m this silent speech, and 
made an appointment diat MirtiUo should lead hei to 
her coach 

The peculiai language of one eye, as it dilfeis 
from another, as much as the tone of one voice 
from another, and the fascination or enchantment, 
which IS lodged m the optic nerves ot the persons 
conceined in these dialogues, is, I must confess, 
too nice a subject for one who is not an adept m 
these apeculations, but I shall, for the good and 
safety of the fair sex, call my learned friend Su 
William Bead to my assistance, and, by the help of 
his observations on this oigan, acquaint them \\ hen 
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the eye is to be believed, and di^tiusted On 
the contrary, I shall conce'^l tlic tint meaning of 
the looks ot ladies, and indulge in them all the art 
tliey tui accjuire in the management of their 
ghnees all which is but too little against cieatuies 
who tiiumph in falsehood, and begin to forswear 
with then e}ts, when tlicii tongues can be no 
longer bciie\cd 

Advertisevent 

Avery clean well-behaved young gentleman, 
who IS in a very good w'ay in Cornhill, has writ to 
me the following lines , and seems m some passages 
of his lettei, which 1 omit, to lay it veiy much to 
hent, thit I have not spoken of a supernatuial 
beauty whom he signs foi, and complains to in most 
elaborate language Alas * What can a Monitor do ^ 
All mankind live in romance 

Royal Excharige^ March 1 1 
Mr Bickerst^fi-, 

Some time since, you weie pleased to mention 
the Beauties in the New- Exchange and Westminsler- 
hail, and in my judgment were not very impaitiai, 
for if you weie pleased to allow there was one 
Goddess in the New-Exchange, and two Shep- 
hcrdmesmWestmmster-hall *, you very well might 
say, there was and is at present one Jingel in the 
Royal-Exctiange and I humbly beg the favour of 
you to let lustice be done her, by inserting this m 
your next Tatlei , which will make her my good 
JngeL and me your most humble servant, 

A 

♦ SeeTatler, No 139 , 
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Termittcs tpvs expenJete numtnihmf quid 
Comemat »cbn, iehus>questt utile nostris 
Naff pro jucundis apt smna quteque dahunt Tin 
Cat tor esi tilts httno^ quam sth Nos anmotum 
Impulsu, et caeca magraque cj^t tine duct if 
Conjustu n pctmuS) partutnrfue i xora , at tilts 
Nciunif out pueru quaitsqu futura sit uxor 

JUV Sit X 347, &. c«| 

Intin^t thy fortune to the Powers above , 

Le^ve them to manage for thee, atui to gi ant 
What their uneri jng w isdom sees thee vi nnt 
3n goodness as m greatness they eyce’ 

Ah • that we lov*d ourselves but half so well I 
We, blindly by ourheadstiong pas ions led, 

Are hot for action, and de ire to wed 
Then wish for heirs, but totho gods alone 
Our future oflspring and our wives are known 

Dri DP\ 

From my own Apartment, March ij 

AMo^G the various sets of correspondents who ap« 
ply to me for advice, and send up then cases fiom 
ail paits of Gieat-Biitain, there are none who aie 
moje importunate with me, and whom I am more 
inclined to answer, than the Complaineis One of 
them dates his letter to me from the banks of a 
purling stream, w here he used to ruminate in soli- 
tude upon the dnine Clarissa, and wheie he is now 
looking about for a comenient leap, which he tells 
me he is lesolved to take, unless I suppoit him 
under the loss of that chaiming perjured woman 
Poor Lavinia presses as much for consolation on the 
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Other side^ and is i educed to such an extremity of 
despair by the inconstancy of Philander, that she 
tells me she wntes her letter -v^itii her pen m one 
hand, and hei gaitei in the other A gentleman of 
an anticnt family in Norfolk is almost out of his 
upon the account of a greyhound, that, after 
having been his insepaiable companion foi ten years, 
at last mil mad Anothei, who I believe is se- 
iious, eompliins tome, in a very moving mannei, 
ot the loss ot a wife, and anothei, in teims still 
moic moving, ot a puise of money that was taken 
fiom him on Bagshot-heith, and which, he tells 
me, would not have tioubled him, if he had given 
it to the pool In shoit, thcie is scarce a calamity 
in human life that has not produced me a lettei 
It is indeed wondcnul to consider, how men are 
able to raise aiBiction to tliemselves out of e\ery 
thing lands and houses, sheep and oxen, can 
convey happiness and raiseiy into the hearts of rea- 
sonable cieatures Na}, I have known a muff, a 
scarf, 01 a tippet, become a solid blessing or mis- 
fortune A lap-dog has broke the hearts of thou- 
sands Flavia, who had buried five children and 
two husbands, was ncvci able to get over the loss of 
hei panot Plow ofien has a divine creature been 
thrown into a fit by a neglect at i ball oi an assem- 
bly * Mopsa has kept her chambci ever since the 
last masquerade, and is in greater danger of her 
life upon being left out of it, than Clannda fiom the 
violent cold which she caught at it Nor are these 
dear creatures the only sufferers by such imagi- 
naiy calamities Many an authoi has been dejected 
at the censure of one whom he ever looked upon as 
an idiot and many m hero cast into a fit of melan- 
choly, because the i abble have not hooted at him as 
he passed thiough the streets Theron places ail 
his happinessr in a runnmg horse^ Suffenps m a 
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gilded chariot, Fulvms in a blue string, and Flono 
in a tulip root It would be endless to enumerate 
the many fantastical afflictions that disturb man- 
kind, but as a misery is not to be measuicd from 
the nature of the e\i], but fiom the temper of the 
sufleier, I shall present my reideis, who are un- 
happy eithei in reality or imagination, with nn al- 
legory, foi v>hich I am indebted to the gicit falhei 
and prince of poets 

As I Vi as sitting after dmnei in my elbow-chair, 
I took up Ilomr, and dipped into tint famous 
speech of Achnles to Priam*, in which he tells 
him, that Jupiter has by him two gieat vessels, the 
one fllled with blessings, and the other with mis- 
foi tunes, out of which he mingles a composition 
forever) man that comes into the woild This 
passage so exceedingly pleased me, that, as I fell 
insensibly into my aftei noon s slumbei , it wi ought 
my inagma^ion into the follownng dieam 
When Jupitei took into his hands the govern- 
ment of the woild, the several parts of nature with 
the piesiaing deities did homage to him One pre- 
sented him with a mountain of wnnds, another with 
0 magazine of hiil, and a third with a pile of thun- 
der-bolts The stars offered up their influences , 
Ocean gave in his trident. Earth her fiuits, and the 
Sun his seasons Among the several deities who 
came to make their couit on this occasion, the 

T wo urns by Jove’s high throne have er stood, 

'rjje sou I ce of evil one, ara one of good , 

Fiom thence the cup of mortal roan he tills, 
blessings to thwe, to tho^e distributes ills , 

To roost, he mingles both the wre»ch decreed 
To taste the bad, unmix’d, is curst indeed , 

Pursu'd by wiongs, by meagre famine driven, 

He wanders, mteastboth of earth and Heaven, 

POPE S Horn II XIV ver 85g 
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Destinies advanced with tvio gieat tuns c-nried be- 
fore them, one of which they fixed at the right- 
hand of Jupiter, as he sat upon his thione and the 
othei on his left The fiist was filled with ill the 
blesbings, and tlie other with all the calamities of 
human life Jupiter, in the beginning of his reign, 
fiiKiing the world much moie innocent than it is in 
this lion age, pouied veiy plentifully out of the tun 
that stood at his right-hand , but, as mankind de- 
generated, and became unworthy of his blessings, 
he set abroach the othei vessel, that filled the woild 
with pain and poverty, battles and distempers, jea- 
lousy and falsehood, intoxicating pleasures and un- 
timely deaths 

Ho was at length so veiy much incensed at the 
great depiavation of human nature, and the le- 
peated pi evocations which he received fiom all parts 
of the eaith, that, having lesolved to destroy the 
whole species, except Deucalion and Pyrrha, he 
commanded the Destinies to gathei up the blessings 
which he had thrown away upon the sons of men, 
and lay them up until tne w orld should be inhabited 
by a more viituous aud dcseuing race of mortals 

The ttiree Sisters immediately repaired to the 
eaith, in search of the several blessings that had 
been scatteied on it , but found the task which \\ as 
enjoined them, to be much moie difficult than thejr 
imagined The fiist places they resorted to, as the 
most likely to succeed in, weie cities, palaces, and 
courts , but, instead of meeting with what they 
looked fox beie, they found nothing but e ivy, re- 
pining, uneasiness, and the like bitter ingiedients 
of the left-hand vessel Whereas, to ihcir g»eat 
sui prize, they discovered content, cheat fulness, 
health, innocence, and other the most substantiai 
blessings of life, m cottages, shades, and sohtadts 
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There was anotliei circumstance no less unex- 
pected than the former and which gave them very 
great perplexity in the discharge of the tiust which 
Jupiter had committed to them They observed^ 
that several blessings had degenerated into cala- 
mities, and that several calamities had impioved 
into blessings, according as they fr 11 into the pos- 
session of wise or foolish men They often found 
power, with so much insolence and impatience 
cleaving to it, tliat it became a misfortune to the 
person on whom it was confeired Youth had 
often distempers growing about it, worse than the 
infiimitiGs of old age Wealth was often united 
to such a SOI did avarice, as made it the most un- 
comfortable and p mful kind of poverty On the 
oontiary, they often found pain made glorious by 
fortitude, poieity lost in content, deformity beau- 
tided with \ irtue In a word, the blessings wei e 
often like good fruits planted in a bad soil, tint by 
degrees fall off flora their natural relish, into tastes 
altogether insipid or unwholesome, and the tala- 
initieb, like haish fiaits, cultivated m a good soil> 
and enriched hy proper grafts and inocuhtions^ 
until they swell w ith generous and delightful juices 
There was still a third circumstance that occa- 
sioned as great a suipnze to the three Sisters as 
either of the foregoing, when they discovered se- 
veral blessings and calamities which had never 
been in either of tiie tuns that stood by the throne 
of Jupiter, and weie neveitheless as great oc- 
casions of happiness or miseiy as any there These 
were tliat spuiious ciop of blessings and calamities 
winch weie never sown by the hand of the Deity, 
but grow of themselves out of the fancies and 
oispositions of human creatuies Such aie dress, 
titles, place, equipage, false shame, and gioimdless 
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ieii, with the like v^in imaginations^ that shoot up 
in tiifling, weak, and irresolute minds 

The Destinies, finding themselves in so great 
a peiplexitj, concluded that it would be impos- 
sible toi them to execute the commands that had 
been given them, according to then first intention, 
toi which leason they agreed to thiow all the 
blessings and calamilieb togelhei into one large 
vessel, and m that niarner offer them up at the 
feet of Jupiter 

Ihis was perfoimed accordingly, the Eldest 
Sista presenting herself berore the vessel, and 
intiodueing it with an apology foi what they had 
done 

O ^uniter,’ says she, we have gatheied to-* 
gether all the good and e\il, the comfoits and dis-* 
tiesseb of human life, winch Wo thus present be- 
toie thee ui one piomiscucus neap We beseech 
thee, that thou thyself wilt soit them out for the 
faUne, as in tliy wisdom thiu shalt think fit 
For we acl nowledge, that th"*ie is none besides 
thee that can judge what will occasion grief or joy 
in the heait of a human creiture, and what will 
prove a blessing or a calamity 1 3 the person on whom 
it IS bestowed * 
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,1 .t/7 atneriSf amah hi €sto OVID 

— Be lovely, that you may be lov’d 

Fiom my own Jpaitment, March 17 

Heading is to the mind^ what CKeicise is to the 
body As by the one, health is pieserved, stiength- 
ened, and invigorated , by the other, virtue, which 
IS the health of the mind, is kept alive, cherished, 
a6d conhrmed But ns e\ercise becomes tedious 
and painful, \ihen we make use of it only as the 
means 0^ health, so leading is apt to grow uneasy 
nnd buidensome, when we aj^ply oui selves to it only 
foi oui improvement in virtue Foi this leason, the 
viitue which we gather from a f ible, 01 in allegory, 
IS like the henith we get bv hunting, ns we are en- 
gaged m an agreeable pursuit that draws is on with 
pleasure, and makes us insensible of the fatigues 
that accompany it 

After this preface, I shall set down a veiy beauti- 
ful allegoiical fable of the great poet whom I men- 
tioned in my last paper, and whom it is very diffi- 
cult to la} aside when one is engaged in the leading 
of him And this I particularly design foi the use 
of several of lU} fair coriespondents, whom their 
letters have complained to me, that they infve lost 
the anections of their husbands, and desuc my adi* 
vice how to recover them 
Juno, says Homer, seeing her Jupiter seated on 
the top of mount Ida, and kfiowxngthat he had con-^ 
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ceived an aversion to her, began to study how she 
should legain his aftections, and make herself amia- 
ble to him "With this thought she immediately le- 
tiicd into her chamber, wheie she bathed heiself 
in amlrosia , Vv^hich gave her person all its beauty, 
iiid ditlused so divine an odour, as lefieshed all na- 
iiiic, and sweetened both heaven and earth She 
let her imraoital tresses flow m the most graceful 
nnnnci, and took a paiticulai caie to dress herself 
in veial oinaments, whuh the poet describes at 
Icngdi, and which the goddess choaeoutas the most 
pioper to set ofi hei person to the best advantage 
in the next place, she mide a visit to Venus, the 
d( ity who presides ovei leive, and begged of her, a'3^ 
apnticulai favoui, that she would lend her for a 
while those chnins vath which she subdued the 
he.Uib both ot gous vid men “ Foi, says the 
goddess, I V onld make use ot them to leconcile the 
tweiDcitiCi, who took ca c ot me in my infaiw}, 
and who at piese nt are at so gieat a vaiiance that 
the} are estiangcd horn each other s bed ’ Venus 
w IS pioud of an opportunity of obliging so great a 
goddess, and theietoie made her a present of the 
ces^us which sh^ uacd to wear about her own waist, 
with advice to hide it m her bosom until she had do 
romphshed het intention Tins cesius was a fine- 
pai ty-coloured giidle, which, as Homer tells us, 
had all the attractu ns of the sex wiought into it 
T.he four pnne pal figuies in the erabioidery w'eie 
lo\e, Desne, Fondness of speech, and Conversa- 
I'on, filled with that sweetness and complacency, 
which, says this poet, insensibly steal away theheruts 
ot the wisest men 

Juno, aftet^^having made these necessaiy prepaia- 
tions, cam% as^by accident, into the presence of 
JupUer, much iniiamed 

with hewPaluty, as w^hen he first stole to hoi em^ 

von XV c 
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braces, 'xvithont the consent of their parents Juno, 
toco\ei her real thoughts, told him, as she had 
told \enus, that she was going to make a visit to 
Oceanus and Tethya Ke pi evaded upon her to stay 
with him, protesting to hei, that she appeared more 
amiable in h!s eye, than ever any mortal, goddess, 
oi even heibclf, had appeared to him until that day 
The poet then represents him m so great an ardour, 
tint, without going up to the house which bad been 
built by the bands of Vulcan according to Juno s 
direction, he threw i golden cloud over their heads 
as they sat upon the top of mount Ida, hile tht 
earth beneath them sprung up in lotuses, saffions, 
hyacintho, and a bed of the softest flowers for their 
repose 

This close translation of one of the finest passages 
in Homer, may suggest abundance of insti action to 
a woman, who has a mind to pieserve, or lecall the 
afiection of her husband The care of the person, 
and the dress, with the particulai blandishments 
woven in the cestus, aie so plainly lecommendcd bv 
this fable, and so indir>pensab]y necessaiy in every 
female who desiies topleise, that they need no fur- 
ther explanation The disci etion likewise m cover- 
ing all matrimonial quarrels fiom the knowledge of 
others, is taught in the pretended visit toTeth)s^ 
in the speech where Juno addi esses herself to Venus, 

the chaste and prudent management of a wifi » 
charms is intimated by the s ime pretence foi her ap- 
pealing before Jupiter, and by the concealment cf 
the cestus in hei bosom 

J shall leave this tale to the consideration of such 
good housewives who aie nevei well dicssed but 
when they are abroad, and think it necessaiy to ap 
pear moie agieeable to all men living than then hus- 
bands as also to those pi udent ladies, w ho, to av oid 
the appearance of being over-fond, enteitam their 
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Iiu&bands with iiidifFerence, aveision^ sullen silence^ 
Ox evispcrating language 

Sheer-lane, March 17 

Upon my coming home last nighty I found a \e13r 
h iiidsome pii.sent of wine left for me, as a taste 

of two handled and sixteen hogsheads, which are 
to be put to sale at twenty pounds a hogshead, at 
i^auaway s coftee house in Exchange-alley, on the 
twt nt} -second instant, at thrpe in the afternoon, and 
to be tasted m majoi Long s vaults from the twen- 
tietii instant until tne time of s ile ’ This ha\ mg 
be< n sent to me with a desire that I would give my 
judgment upon it, I immediaiel} impanel’ed a jury 
of men of nice palates, andstiong heads, who, being 
all of them very sciupulous, and unwilling to pro^ 
cecd lashly m a matter of so gieat impoitancc, le- 
fused to bring m then verdict until thiee in the 
morning, at which tune the foreman pronounced, 
dh well as he was able, Extra-a-ordinary hrench 
chret * For my own part, as I lo-ve to consult my 
pillow m all points of moment, I slept upon it before 
I would give ray sentence, and this morning con- 
fiimed the veidict 

Having mentioned this tribute of wine, I must 
give notice to my coi ’‘espondents foi the futuie, who 
shall apply to me on tins occasion, that as I shall de- 
cide notiiing unadvisedly m matteis of this natuie, 
I cannot pietend to gue judgment of a nght-good 
hquoi, without examining at least tiuee dozen bot- 
tles of it I must, at the same time, do myself the 
jUi^tice to let the world know, that I have resisted 
gieat temptations m this kind, as it is well known 
to a butcher m Claie-maiket, who endea\ oured to 
corrupt me witii a dozen and a half of manovv-bones 
I had likewise a bribe sent me by a fishmonger, con- 
l^i&Ung of a collar of biawn, and a joU of salmouj 
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but, not finding tbem excellent in tiielr kinds, I had 
tiie integrity to eat them both up, v. ithout speaking 
one word of them However, tor the futme, I slnili 
have an e>e to tlie diet of thn great city, and will 
lecormend the best and most wholesome food to 
their, if I leceive tiiese pioper and lespecttul notices 
from the sellers, that it may not be said here iltci, 
lint my readeis were bettei taught th in fed 


Was TUESDAY, MARCH 51, 1709-^0 


m « -mm.Qusfus eUmenta per mn a qu^^runt^ 
i^unquam ammo fretm obstantibus----^ 

JVV Sat XI 14 

They ransack ev’ry element for choice 
Cf ev^ry fish and lowJ| at any price 

Congreve 

From my own Apartment y Maich ao 
Having intimated in my last papti, that I design 
to take under my inspection tht Diet of this great 
city, I shall begin with a very earnest and serious 
exhortation to all my well-disposed leaders, that they 
would return to the food of their foief at hers, and re- 
concile themselves to beef and mutton This was 
the d^et which bred that hardy race of mort ils who 
won the fields of Cres&y and Agincourt I need not 
go up so high as the history ofGuy caxl of Wai wick, 
who IS vv ell known to have eaten up a dun cow of 
his own kilhng The itnowned king Arthur is gc^ 
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neiaUy looked upon ib the liist who e\cr sat down 
to a whole loisicd ok, which wis ceituiily the best 
way to pieserve thf* gravy, and it is fmthei added, 
that he and Ins 1 nights sat about it at liis lound ta- 
bic, and usually consumed ic to the vei> hoiicb be- 
foip they would entei upon any debate ot moment 
The Bhck Pnnee \\ as a piotesscd lot ei of the Bnskt I, 
not to mention the hrtory ot the Surloin, oi the in- 
stitution of the order ot Beet eaters , winch aie ail 
so many evident and undemabie miiks of the great 
respect, which our warlike predecessoi shave paid to 
this excellent food Ihe tables of the ancient gen- 
tr) of this n iiion weie cohered thriee a day with hot 
roast beef, ind I am credibly informed, by an anti- 
quaiy who h*is searched tlie rcgisteis in which the 
bills of faie of the comt '^le lucoided, ^ hat instead 
of tea and bread and butei, which have pi evaded 
of late} ears, the innds ofhonom in queen Elizt- 
beth’s time were allowed tlnee i umps oi beei foi their 
breakfast Mutton his likew ise been in gre it lepute 
among our \ ah *nt connlrymen , bi t was formerly 
obstivecl to be the food ritlier of men of nice and 
delicate appetite s, than those of strong and robust 
constitut’ons ho vvlucn leason, even to this diy, 
we use the word She cl) liter as a term ot itproach, 
as we cio Betf-eahr lu a respectful and honoujable 
sense Asfoi the feJi of limb, veal, chicken, and 
other animals iiudei age, they were the mventiof! of 
sickly and degeneute palates, accoiding to that 
wholesome re’nark of Daniel tlie histouan, who 
takes notice, that m all taies upon prov isions du- 
ring tlie reigns of several of our kings, tlieie is no- 
thing mentioned besides the flesh of such fowl and 
cr Ifle as were ai lived at thetr full growth, and were 
mature foi slaughter The common people of this 
kingdom do still 1 etp up the taste of then nncestois^ 
and It is to tins that we, m a great measure, owt 

a 
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the unparalleled victories that have been gamed m 
this reign for I would desiie my leader to ton'aidei, 
what work our countrymen would have made at 
Blenheim and Ramillieb, if they had been fed with 
fricassees and ragouts 

hoi this reason^ we at present see the doiid com- 
plexion, the strong limb, and the hale constitution, 
are to be found chiefly among the meant i soit of 
people, or m the wild gentiy who have been edu- 
cated among the woods or mountains Whereas 
many great families are mse isiWy fallen off fiom the 
athletic constitution of tlreir progenitors, and aie 
dwindled away into a pale, sickly, spindle-legged 
generation of valetudinarians 

I may peihaps be tliought extravagant m my no- 
tion , but I must confess, I am apt to impute the 
dishonours that sometimes happen in gieat families, 
to the inflaming kind of diet which is so much m 
faohion Maii^ dishes cm excite desiie w itliout giv- 
ing strength, and heat the body watliout nouiishing 
at, as physicians observe, that the pooiest and most 
dispirited blood is most subject to feveis I look 
upon a French lagout to be as pernicious to tlie sto- 
mach as a glass of spii ts, and when I have seen a 
young lady swallow all the instigations of high soups, 
seasoned sauces, and forced meats, I have won- 
dered at the despau or tedious sighing of hei loveis 
The rules among these false Delicates are, to be 
as contiadictory as tliey can be to nature 

Without expecting the return of hungei, they cat 
for an appetite, and piepare dishes, not to allay, but 
to excite It 

They admit of nothing at their tables in its natural 
form. Ox w ithout some disguise 

They aie to eat eveiy thing before it comes in 
season, and to leave it oft as soon as ft is good to be 
i^aten 
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They aie not (o appiove any thing that is agreea- 
ble to ordiiiar;^ palates, and nothing i& to gratify 
their senses^ but what would offend those ot then 
intcnois 

I temembei I was last summer invited toafuend s 
house^ who is a great admirer of the Fiench cookeiy,. 
and, as the phrase is, eats well ” At om sitting 
down, I found the table coveied with a great taiiety 
oi unknown dishes I was mightily at a loss to leam 
what they w'-eie, and therefore did not know where 
to help myself That which stood before me, T took 
to be a roasted porcupine, however did not caie for 
asking questions, and ha\e since been informed,, 
that it was only a hided tuikey I aftei wards passed 
my eye over seveial hashes, which I do not know the 
names of to this day, and, heaiing that they were 
delicacies, did not think ft to meddle with them 

Among othei dainties, I saw sometning like a 
pheasant, and therefoie desned to be helped to a 
w mg of it, but, to my great surpiize, my tnend told 
me it was a rabbet, which is a sort of meat I never 
caied for At last I discovered, with some joy, a 
pig at the lower end of the table, and begged a gen- 
dem in that was near it to cut me a piece of it Upon 
which the gentleman ot the house said, with great 
civility, I am sure >ou will like the pig, for it was 
whipped to death ’ I must confess, I heard him 
with hoiroi, and could not eat of an animal that had 
died so tragical a death I was now m great hunger 
and confusion, when methought I smelled the agree*- 
able savour of roast beef, but could not tell fiom 
which dish It arose, though I did not question but it 
t ly disguised in one of them Upon turning my head 
I saw a noble surlom on the side-table smoaking in 
the most delicious mannei I had lecom se to it moier 
than once, and could not see without some indigna- 
lion that jjubstantial English dish banished m ig*^ 
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uomxmous a matiiier, to make way foi Fiench 
kickshaws 

The desert was bi ought up at last, 'wdiich m truth 
was as extraordinary as any tiling that had come 
befbie it The whole, when ranged in its propei 
order, looked like a \ery beautitul wintei -piece 
There were seveiai pyiamids of candied sweetmeats, 
that hung like isides, with fruits scatteied up and 
down, and hid m an artificial kind of fiost At the 
same time there were gicat quantities of cream beaten 
up into a snow, and near them^ little plates of sugar- 
plums, disposed like so many heaps of hailstones, 
witli a multitude of congelations m jellies of various 
colours I w'as indeed so pleased with the several 
objects which lay befoie me, that I did not caie for 
displacing any of them , and w as half angry with the 
rest of the company , that, for the sake of a piece of 
lemon peel, or a sugar plum, wot Id spoil so pleas- 
ing a picture Indeed, I could not but smile to see 
se\eial of them cooling then mouths with lumps of 
tee, which they had just before been burning w ith 
salts and pepneis 

As soon as this show wms o\ei, I took my leave, 
that I might finish my dmnei at my own house Foi 
as I 111 eveiy thing lo\e w^hat is simple and natural, 
so paiticularly in my food, two plain dishes, with 
two or three good-natuied, chearful, ingenuous 
fuends, would make me more pleased and vam, than 
all that pomp and luxury can bestow For it is my 
maxun. That ^^he keeps the greatest table w^ho has 
the most \aluable company at it 
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N^149 THURSDAY, MARCH 23, IIQOAO. 


From my own Apartment^ March 23 

It has often been a solid grief to m«, w hen I ba%’'e 
leflected on this glorious nation, which is the scene 
ot public happiness andlibeit>, tliat there are still 
Cl owds of pi u ite tyrants, against whom thcie nei- 
ther IS any law now in being, nor can theie be in- 
vented any by the wit of man* These cruel men aie 
ill-natuied husbands The commeice m the con- 
jugal state IS so delicate, that it is impossible to pre- 
sciibe lulcs for the conduct of it, so as to fit ten 
thousand nameless pleasures ahd disquietudes which 
arise to people m that condition But it is m this 
as in some other nice cases, where touching upon 
the malady tendeily is half way to the cure , and 
there aie «!ome faults which need only to be ob- 
served, to be amended I am put into this w ay of 
thinking by a late conversation, which I am going 
to give an account of 

1 made a visit the othei day to a family for which 
X have a gieat honoui, and found the father, the 
mother, and two oi three of the )oiinger children, 
drop of!: designedly to kave me alone with the eldest 
daughter , who was but a visitant there as w clt as 
myselt, and is the wife of a gentleman of a vety fair 
chancter m the world As soon as wc w e alone, 
Isaw bei e>es full of teais, and methougiiL she had 
ra”ch to say to me, for which she w uited encou- 
ragement Madam, ' said I, *'*’ you know I wish 
vou all as well a» any fuend you hate speak iieely 
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^liat I see ;Ou are oppressed v/ith , and you may be 
sure, if I e in not relieve }oar distress, vou may at 
least reap so much piesent advantage, as sately to 
give jouiseif die ease of utteimg it She immedi- 
ntely assumed tiie most becoming composuie of 
countenance, and spoke as follows It is an ag- 
giav^tion of afSiction in a married life, that the‘*c is 
a sort of guilt in communicating it foi which rea- 
son It IS, that a lady of your and my acquaintance, 
instead 6f speaking to you herself, desired me, tlie 
sisxt time I saw you, as you aie a professed friend 
to our sex, to turn your thoughts upon the re- 
cipiocal complaisance which is the duty of a maiiied 
state 

My fiiend was neither m bath, foitune, nor 
ed icatiofl below the gentleman w horn she married^ 
Hei pel son, her age, and her charactei, aie also 
such as he can make no exception to But so it is, 
diat from the moment the marriage ceremony v; as 
over, the obsequiousness of a lover was tin ned into 
the haughtiness of a mastei All the kind endea- 
vours which she uses to plea&e him, are at best but 
so many instances of her duty This insolence 
takes away that secret satisfaction, winch does not 
only excite to viitue, but also lewards it It abates* 
ihQ hie of a free and geneious love, and imbuters 
ail the pleasures of a >ocial life ' The ^oung lady- 
spoke all this with such an air of resentment, as 
discovered how neaiiy she was concerned m the 
di‘ tess 

When I observed she had done speaking, Ma- 
dam,’ said I, the afHiction you mention is the 
gieatest that can happen in human life, and I 
know but one consolation in it, if that be a conso- 
iation, that the calamity is a pretty geneial one 
There is bothing so common as for men to enter 
iuio marriage, without so much as expecting to b<& 
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happy m it They seem to propose to thenisel es a 
few holidays in the beginning of it, aftei which 
they are to letnrn at best to the nsual ccfur&e of 
then life, uid for aught they know, to constant 
miseiy and uneasiness Fiom this fahe of 

the state they are going into, p oceedth® immediate 
coldness and indifference, or hatred and aversion^ 
which attend ordinary mairnges, or rather bargains 
to cohabit * Onr conversation was here mteiriapted 
by company winch came in upon us 

The humoui of affecting a superior carnage, ge- 
nerally rises fi om a false notion of the weakness of 
a female understanding m general, or an over- 
weening opinion that we have of oui own , for whera 
it proceeds from a natural ruggedness and brutality 
of temper, it is altogethei incoiiigible, and not to be 
amended by admonition Sir Fiancis Bacon, as I 
lemeraber, la3^s it down as a ma's.im,, that no mai- 
riage can be h-^ppy m which the wife has no opinioo 
of hei husband’s wisdom ; but, without offence to 
so gieat an authority, I may venture to say, that a 
sullen V ise man is as bad as a good-nalnred fooh 
Knowledge, softened with complacency and good- 
bi ceding, will make a man equ^ly beloved and re- 
spected , but when joined with a seveie,. distant^ 
and unsociable temper, it creates rather fear thau 
love I, who am a bacheloi, have no other notions 
of conjugal tenderness but what I learn from books,, 
and shall theiefore produce tbiee letters of Phny> 
who was not only one of the gieatest, but the most 
learned man m the whole Roman empire At the 
same time I am very much ashamed, that on such 
occasions I am obliged to have recourse to heathen 
authors , and shall appeal to my renders, if they 
woaid not think it a mark of a narrow education m 
a mnn of quality, to wiite such passionate letters ta 
any woman but a mistress, Ihey were all three 
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written a time when she was at a distance from 
him Thehrstof them puts me m mmdot a mar- 
ne I fficnd ot mme, who said, Sickness itsdt is 
pleasant to a man that is attended in it by whom 
he deal I) Imes ’ 

Pliny to Caltiiurnia 

I ne\erwas so much offended at business, at 
when it hindered me fiom going with you into the 
country, or following you tlnther lor I moie pai- 
ticulaily wish to be wi*h you at present, that I 
might be sensible of the piomess }ou make m the 
recovery ot your stiength and health ^ as also of the 
entei tainment and du ersions )ou can meet with in 
your letirement Believe me, it is nn anxious st ue 
of mind to li\e in ignorance of what hippens to 
those whom we passionately love I am not only m 
pail foi lOur absence, but also toi }oar indispo- 
sition lam afraid of eveiy thing, tmey ei^ry 
thing, and as it is the nature of man in feni, f 
fancy those things most, which I am most '^fiaid of 
Let me theietoie earnestly desire }ou to favour me, 
undu these mv appiehensions, with one letter evcjj 
d ly, or, if possible, with two , for I shall be a little 
at ease while I am reading }oar letters, and giow 
anxious agam as soon as I have lead them 

Second Lftter 

You tell me, tliat you are very much afSieted 
at my absence, and thatyom have no satisfaction in 
any tiling but my watings, winch }ou often lav by 
50U upon my pillow*^ You oblige me veiy much in 
wishing to see me, and making me your comtoitcr 
in my absence In return, I must let }iou Know, I 
am no le&s pleased with the letters winch you 
to me, and read them OVfer a tiiousand times \ uh 
pew pleasure. It your letters aie capable of giving 
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me so much pleisiiie, wlnt x'toukl your conveisi- 
tion do Let me beg of you to wnte to me often , 
though It the same tune I mu^t conless, your letter^* 
give me auguish whilst they give me plcasuie 

Third Lettpr 

It IS impossible to conceive how much I languish, 
foi you in yout absence , the tendci love I beai you 
IS the chiet cause ot this my uneasiness ; winch is 
still the more iiisuppoitable, because absence is 
whoilv a new thing to us 1 he awake most part of 
the night in thinking ot you, and sevei il times of 
the day go as natu'ally to your apartment as if you 
w^ere there to icceive me^ but when I miss >ou, I 
come away dejected, out of humour, and like a 
min that h id sutiered a repulse Theie is but one 
part ot tlie day 1 1 w Inch I am leheved from this 
anxit ty, and that is when I am engaged m public 
altaii s 

You may guess at the uneasy condition of one 
who has no ic^t but in business, no consolation but 
ui Uouble 

I shall conclude tins Papei with a beautiful pas*- 
sage out ot Milton, and leave it as a lectme to those 
ot my own sca, who have i mind to make then con^ 
versation igiec’ble, as well as instructive, to the 
tnrpaitneis who ^re fallen into their care Eve 
having observed, that Adam was entering into some 
deep disquisitions with the angel, who was sent to 
visit him, 13 dc&cubed as retiring fiom their com^ 
pany, with i design of learning what should pass 
there from hei husband, 

« So 'fp'ike our s r*', aa I by his count'nanc seem*4 
Lnteung on stuiUovis thoug t<? ib tiuse, which £V8 
Pei cei vjog where she sat 1 1 tir'd in sight, 

‘V/uh lov\I ness majestic from her 'eat 

“fOL ly, ^ 
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Rose, an«3 wen» forth an ong her fruits and fJov^ers 
Yet went she not, as noi. with such discouise 
Delighted, or rot capah«e her ear 
Of what was high Such pkasures she re erv^dj 
Ad’im re^atmg, si e sole auditress , 

Her hu'bind the relaier she prefeii d 

Before the angel and of him to ask 

Cho'^erafher lie, slieknew, \vould intermix 

GntefLl digressions, an 1 solve high dispute 

Wi h conjugal ciresses , from his hp 

Kot words alone pleasM her O ! when meet now 

Such pair*?, in love ^nd mutual honour join d 
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Mac iunt jucundt causa^ cihusque mail OVID 

^Tis this that cau es and foments the evil, 

And g ves us ple« ure mixt with pain — 

R WvMNS 

From my own Mpa’^tment, March ^4 

I have received the following letter upon the sub- 
ject of in} last Paper The wntei of it tells me, I 
theie spoke of marriage as one that knows it only by 
speculation, and for that leason he sends me hijs 
sense of it, as drawn from experience* 

Bickerstaff, 

I have leceived your Paper of this day, and 
think you have done the nuptial state a great deal of 
justice in the authoiity you give us of Phny, wliose^ 
letters to bis wife you have there translated But 



H" 150 TATLER. 21 

gi\ c me leave to tell you, that it ib impossible foi 
you, that aie a bachelor, to have so just a notion of 
this way of life, as to touch the affections of your 
icadeis m a paiticular, wheiein every man’s own 
heait suggests moie than the nicest observer can 
foun to himself, without expeiience I, therefore, 
who am an old mairied man, have sat down to give 
you an account of the matter from my own knovr- 
ledge, and the observations whi|c.h I have made 
upon the conduct of others m that most agieeable oi 
wi etched condition 

It IS veiy commonly obseived, that the most 
smart p^mgs which we meet with, are m the be- 
ginning of wedlock, which proceed from ignorance 
ot each othei s humour, and want of prudence to 
make allowances foi a change trom the most caie- 
ful respect, to the most unbounded fuuilianty. 
Hence it arises, that tizfles are commonly occasions 
of the greatest anxiety, for contradiction being 
a thing wholly unusual between a new-married 
couple, the smallest instance of it is t iken tor the 
highest injmy , and it \ eiy seldom happens, that the 
mail is slow enough iii assuming the iharacter of a 
husband, or the -uoman quick enough m conde- 
scending to that of a wife It immediately follow s, 
tint they think they have all the time of then 
courtship been talking in masks to each other, and 
theiefore begin to act like disappointed people Phi- 
lander finds Delia ill-natured and impertinent , and 
Delia, Phil inder surly and inconstant 

I have known a fond couple quart el m the very 
honey-moon about cutting up a tart nay, I could 
name two, who, after having had seven children, 
fell out and paited beds upon the boilmg of a leg ot 
mutton My veiy next neighbours have not spoke 
to one anothei these three days, because they dif- 
iered m their opinions, whether tlie dock should 
n ^ 
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Stand b} the '^ivindow^ or o\er the chimney it may 
seem strange to you, who are not a man led man, 
when 1 tell you how the least tiiflle can stiike a 
woman d imb tor a week togethei But, it you ei c r 
entei into this state, }oa will find tint the soft sex 
as often express their anger by an obstinate silence, 
as bjr an ungo't ernable chmour 

“ Those indeed who begin this course of life w ith- 
out j'^rs at their setting out, aui\e within tev*" 
months at a pitch of benevolence and affection, of 
which the most peifect fiiendship is but a faint re- 
semblance A-s in the unfoitunate mariiage, the 
most minute ind inditfeiert things aic objtcts*of the 
sharpest re&entment , so m an hupp} one, tliey me 
occasions of the most exquis +e satisfaction For 
v/hat does not oblige in one we love^ What docs 
not offend in one w e disuke ^ Foi these reasons I 
tike it for a rule, that m mariiage, the chief busi- 
ness IS to ncquiie a prepossession m favour of each 
othci They should consider one 4 nothei s woid^x 
and actions \ nth a secret inaulgence There should 
be alwajs an inward foiidnesb pleading for each 
other, such as may add new beauties to every thing 
that IS excellent; give ( harnn to what is indifferent, 
and cover every thing that is defective Jor w'^nt 
of this kind pi opens ty and bias of mind, the mar- 
ried pair often take things ill of each other, which 
no one else wo^Id tike net cc of la either of them 
But the most un^-^ipj^y circum tmee of all is, 
wheie eachpaity is always lajing up fuel for dis-^ 
sension, and gathering togethei a migizine of pio-i 
vocations, toexaspeiate e'lch otliei with when they 
are out of humour These people, in common 
discourse, make no scruple to lec i osc w no are bv 
know, they me quarrelling with one anothei , and 
think they ire discreet enough if they conceal fiom 
the company the raatteis which they i c huUiiig at« 
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About a week ago, I was entertained for a whole 
dinner with a mysterious con\ersation of this na- 
tal e out of which I could learn no moie, than that 
the husband and wife were angiy at one another 
VVe had no sooner sat down, butsajs the gentle- 
mixi of the house, in oidei to raise discourse, 
thought Maiganta sung extremely well last night 
Upon this, says the lady, looking as p-^le as ashes, 

* I suppose she had c he? ry - colon? ed ribbands on ’ 

‘ No, answered the husband with a flush m his 
fare, ^ but she had laced shoes I look upon it, 
that a stander-by on suvh occasions has as much 
rtisou to be out of conntenmee as cuher of the 
con biuints To turn off my confusion, and seem 
rcgii Jless of wdiat had passed, I desiied the sen ant 
w ho attended, to give me the vinegar which im- 
luc’ il) created a new dialogue of hii ts , for, is fir 
as I could g ither by the subsequent discours.-,, they 
had disseittd tne day before about tiie pieferencc of 
eZ/icr to wine \inegar In the midst of their dis- 
couise, theie appealed a dish of chicken and aspa- 
rigus^, when the husband seemed disposed to lay 
a 'side all disputes , and looking upon her with a 
gu it (leal of good-nature, said, ^ Pi ay, my dea^, 
will you help my friend to a vir»g of the fowl that 
Iks next you, foi I think it looks cxticraely well * 
Iho lidy, instead of answeiing him, addi easing 
htrsclf to me, ^ Pray, Sir, said she, ^ no you m 
Suirey leckon the \\i ite or the black-leggcd fowls 
the best I found the husband change^ coloui at 
the question, and before T could ariswei, asked 
me, ‘ Whethei we did not call haps biootn m oui 
countiy I quickly found they did not ask questions 
so much out of curiosity as anger fo which leasoii 
I thought fit to keep my optiuon to my si U, and^ c*a 

♦ arJ OF, 

B 3 
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Jan honest ni«in ought, when he sees two friends in 
warmth with each other, I took the fiist oppoitu- 
nit> I could to leave them by themselves 

You see. Sir, I have laid bcfoie you only srxiill 
incidents, which are seemingly tinolous but take 
It from a man \eiy well experienced in tJiib state, 
they are princip^’lly ils of this inturc which make 
mairiages unhappy At the same time thit I may 
do jUbtice to tins excellent institution, I n ust ow n 
to joii, tiiere aie unspeakable pleasures which are 
as little legal ded in the computation ot the advan- 
tages of mairiage, as the otlieis are in the usual sui- 
vey that is mado of its misfortunes ’ 

Lovemore and his wnfe live togethei in the 
happy possession of each othei’s hearts, and by that 
means haie no indifferent moments, but tlieir whole 
life IS one continued scene of delight Then pobsion 
ioi each othei communicates a certain satisfaction,^ 
111 e that which they themselves are in, to all that 
approach them When she enters the place where 
he IS, you see a pleasure which he cannot conceal, 
noi he, 01 an) one else, desciibe In so consum- 
mate an adcction, the very presence of the pexson 
beloved has the effect of the most agieeable convex - 
aation Whetliei they have matter to talk of or not, 
tliey enjoy the pleasures of society, and at the same 
time the fi “edom of solitude Iheii ordinary life 
IS to be preferred to the happiest moments of other 
lovers In a woid, tliey have each of them great 
meiit, live in the esteem of all who know them, 
and seem but to comply with the opinions of 
then fuends, m the just value tjxey have for each 
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— Ni vts horn 

In tpsa ifiesseC foftndy hose forma*n extmguerent TER 

These £hini;s would extingui h beauty, if there were not m 
innate pleasure giving energy in beauty itself ** 

From my ou n Apartment^ March 3? 

WiiFN artists would expose their diamonds to an 
adv^antage, they usually set them to show in little 
cases of black velvet By this means the jewels ap- 
peal m then true and genuine lustre, while there is 
no colour that can infect their brightness, or give a 
false cast to the w ater When I w as at the opera 
the other night, the assembly of ladies in mouining 
made me consider them in the same kind of view 
A dress wherein there is so little variety show s the 
face m all its nati^ial charms, and makes one differ 
from another only as it is more oi less beautiful 
Punters are ever caieful of offending against a rule 
which IS so essential in all just lepresentations The 
chief figure must have the strongest point of light, 
und not be injured by any gay colourings, that may 
draw away the attention to any less considera}>le 
part of the picture The present fashion obliges 
every body to be dressed w ith propriety, and makes 
the ladies faces the piincipal objects ot sight Every 
beautiful person shines out in all the excellence with 
which nature has adorned her , gaudv ribbands and 
glaring coloui s being now out ot use, the sex has 
^0 opportunity given theirs, to disfigure tli€mbeives> 
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which they seldom fail to do whenever it lies m 
then power When a woman comes to her glass, 
she does not employ liei time m making beiself 
look more advantageously w'bat she reall> is, but 
endeavoars to be as much another cieatine as she 
possibly cm Whether this happens because they 
stay so long, and aitend then work so diligently, 
that they forget the faces and pei sons which they 
hist sat down with, or whatever it is, the} seldom 
rise from the toilet the same women they appealed 
when the} began to diess What jewel can the 
charming Cleora place ip hei eais, thit can please 
hei beholders so much as hei eyes ^ Ihe clustei of 
diamonds upon the bienst can add no beauty to the 
fur chest of ivory which sipports it It ma} indeed 
tempt a man to steal a woman, butre\er to Icne 
hei Let Thalesnib chan<^e hei^clf into n roodty, 
pnrt}-cqlonied 'uiimal tie pc"il necklace, the 
how^ered strmacLer, tie artificni no'^fgay, and 
Shaded ffnlelou, ms} be of use toattidct the eye of 
tiie beholder, and tuin itfiom the irapcrfet lions of 
her features and shape Bat it ladies will take my 
woidfoi it (and as they dress to pic’se men they 
ought to consult our fan<y rathei than ibeu own m 
tins pax ticular), I c m assure them, then is nothing 
touches our imagination *>0 much as a bcutitul wo- 
imn in a plain diess Ihere might be moie ngice* 
able ornaments found in oiu own mannfactuie, than 
any that use out of the looms of Peisn 
Tins, I know, is averyhaish doctune to woman- 
kind, who me earned a vay with every thing tint 
IS slnpwy, and with what delights the eje, more 
thin any other species of living creitures whatso- 
evcj Were the minds ot the sex laid open, we 
should :dnd the chief id a in one to be a tippet, m 
another a mutF, in a thud a fan, and m a fouith a 
faidmgal The memory of an old visiting lady is sa 
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filled with glo\es, silks^ and ribbands, that I 
look upon It as nothing else but a to)^-shop A ma- 
il on of my acquaintance, complaining of her daugh- 
tu s \anit}, was obserMng, tliat she had all of a 
sudden held up hei head higher than oi dinar}, and 
tahn an air tint she'Vied a secict satisfaetion m hei- 
self, mi\cd with a scoin of otlieis I did not 
kno\e,” says my friend, '^\vbatto make of the 
c linage of this fantastical giil, until I \^as informed 
b} hei eldest sister, that she had a pair of striped 
girterson ’ This odd turn of mind often makes 
the sex unhappy, and disposes them to be struck 
with every thing that makes a show^ however 
Inhingand supeifieial 

Many a lady has ietched a sigh at the of a 
wig*, and been ruined by tlie tapping of a snuff- 
box It is impossible to desciibe all the execution 
that was elone by the shoulder -knot, while that 
fashion pi evaded, or to reckon up all the virgins 
that have fallen a sacrifice to a pair oi fringed glovts 
A sinceie heart has not made half so many con- 
quests as an open waistcoat , and I shouM be glad 
to see an able head make so good a figure in a 
woman s company as a pan of red heels A Giecian 
hero, w^hen he was asked whetlier he coulcL play 
upon the lute, thought he had made a very good 
reply , when he answered, No , but I can make a 
gicnt city of a litlle one’* Notwithstanding his 
boasted wnsdom, I appeal to the heart of any Toast 
in town, whether she would not think the hitemst 
piefcrable to the statesman ^ I do not speak this out 
of any aveision that I have to the sex on the con- 
trary, 1 have always had a tenderness for them , 
bat, I must confess, it troubles me \crymuch> to- 

^ htji A* 



24f TATLER. NM51 

see the generility of them place their affections on 
iropropei objects, and give up all the pleasures ot 
life for ge-wgaws and trides 

Mis Margery Bickei staff, my great aunt, hid a 
thousand pounds to hex portion, which oai i niily 
was desirous of keepuig among tnemselves, and 
therefore used all possible means to turn off her 
thoughts from marriage The method they took 
was, in any time of danger, to thiow a new gown 
01 petticoat m her way When she was about 
twenty- fii/e years of age, she fell in love witii a 
man of an agreeable temper and equal foitune, and 
would certainly have mauied him, had not my 
grandfather. Sir Jacob, dressed her up m a suit of 
Soweied sattin, upon which she set so immoderate 
a value upon herself, that the lover was contemned 
and discarded In the foitieth yeai of hei age, she 
was again smitten , but very luckily tiansfeired hei 
passion to a tippet ^ which was presented to her by 
another relation \/ho w'^as in the plot This, with a 
u kite sarsenet hood, kept her safe m the family un- 
til fifty About si\ty, w^hich geneiaily pioduces^ 
kind of latter spring in amoious constitutions, my 
aunt Margery had again a colt's tooth in her he^d , 
and would certainly have eloped fiom the mansion** 
house, had not her biotlier Simon, who was a wise 
man and a scholai, advised to dress her in chtrry^ 
coloured nllands, which was the only expedient 
that could have been found ont by the wit of man 
to preserve the thousand pounds in om family, part 
of which I enjoy at this time 
This discouise puts me in mind of an humouiist 
mentioned by Horace^ called Eutiapeliis, who, when 
he designed to do a man a mischief, made him a 
present ot a gay suit, and binigs to my memory 
another passage of the same author, wdien he de*» 
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scribes tht most otn ''mental diess that i woman can 
ippcar in with two words. Simplex Munditiis^ 
which I have quoted for the benefit of my female 
readeis 
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X)//, ^uthu^ mpermm est animat urn, umhraque stkfiteSf 
Et Chaosy C£f PUegethon^ lorn nocte stlentia 'ate^ 

Sit mihi fas audita loqut , at mmine vestro 
Pandere res alt a terra ^ caligmemersas 

VXRG Mn VI 264, 

Infernal fods, who rale the shades below. 

Chaos and Phlegcthon, the realms of woe , 

Giant what I've heard I may to light expose, 

Secrets which e irih, and night, and Hell inclose ^ 

' PITT. 


From my own Apartment, Mai ck 2() 

A MAN who confines his speculations to the time 
present, has but a very narrow province to employ* 
his tiioughts in For this leason, persons of studi- 
ous and contemplatne natures often enteitain tliem- 
selves with the history of past ages, or raise schemes 
and conjectures upon futurity For my own part, I 
lot e to range through that half of eternity which is 
s-tiU to come, lather than look on that winch is al- 
ready run out , because I know I have a real share 
and interest in the one, whereas all that was tians- 
acted in the othoj: can be onlj matter of curiosity 
io me. 
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Upon this account, I have been always very much 
delighted with meditating on the soul s immortality, 
and in leading die seveiai notions which the wisest 
of men, both aatient and modern, have entertained 
on that subject What the opinions ot the greatest 
philosophers have been, I have se\ eral times hinted 
at, and shall give an account of diem fioni time to 
time as occasion lequiies It may likewise be 
worth while to considei, what men of the most O'* - 
alted gemus and elevated imagination hive thought 
of this matter ^mong these, Homei stands up as 
a piodigy of mankind, that looks down upon the 
rest of human creatures as a species beneath him 
Since he is the most ancient lieadicn author, w^e 
may guess fiom his i elation, what were the com- 
mon opinions m his time concerning the state of the 
soul after death 

Ulysses, he tells us, made a voyage to the icgions 
of the dead, in older to consult liicsias how he 
should 1 etui 11 to his owni countiy, and lecommend 
himself to the favour of the gods I he poet scaice 
introduces a single peison, who doth not suggest 
some useful piecept to his readei, and designs 
ills desciiption of die dead foi the amendment of 
the living 

Ulysses, after having made a ^ ery plenteous sa- 
crifice sat him doLun by the pool of holy blood, 
which attracted a prodigious assembly ot ghosts t)t 
all ages and conditions, that hovered about the Ik i o, 
and feasted upon the steams of Ins oblation The 
jdrst he knew was the shade ot Elpenor, who, to 
show the activity of a spirit above that of body, is 
repiesented as arrived theie long before UIjsscs, 
notwathst uiding the winds and seas had contributed 
all tin 11 foice lo hasten Ins vo/ige thither llu** 
Eipeiioi, to inspire the reader with adctfstiUon of 
drunkenness, and at the i>ame time vv Uli a religious 
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care of doing proper honours to the dead^ describes 
himself as having broken his neck m a debauch of 
wine ; and begs Ulysses, that for the repose of his 
soul, he would build a monument over him, and 
peiform funeral rites to his memory Ulysses, with 
great soiiow ot heart, promises to fulfil his request, 
and lb immediately diverted to an object much more 
moving than the former The ghost of his own 
mothci A aticlea, horn he still thought living, ap- 
pears to him among the multitudes of shades that 
sunounded him , and sits down at a small distance 
fiom him by the lake of blood, without speaking to 
him, or knowing who he was Ulysses was ex- 
ceedingl) uoubled at the sight, and could not for- 
bear weeping as he looked upon her but being all 
along tet forth as a pattern of consummate wisdom, 
he makes ins affection give way to prudence , and 
therefore, upon his seeing Tiresias, does not reveal 
himself to his motliei, until he had consulted that 
great prophet, who was the occasion of this his 
descent into the empire of the dead Tiiesias hav-^ 
ing cautioned him to keep himself and Ins compa- 
nions free from the guilt of saciilege, and to pay his 
devotions to all the gods, promises him a safe return 
to his kingdom and family, and a happ)- old age la 
the enjoyment of them 

The poet, having thus with great art kept the cu- 
tiosity of ills leader in suspense, represents his wise 
man, after &e dispatch of his business witli Tiresias, 
as yielding himself up to the calls of natural af- 
fection, and making himself known to his mother 
Her eyes aie no sooner opened, but she cues out m 
tears, Omy son and inquires into the occasions 
4hat brought him thither, and the fortune that at- 
tended him 

Ulysses, on the other hand, desires to know what 
the sickness W4S that had sent her into those regions^ 

YQt, lY, » 
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and the condition m which she had left his fatbei^ 
his son, and moie particularly his wife She tells 
him^ they were all thiee inconsolable for his ab- 
sence As for nn self, sa)s she, 'Mhat was the 
sickness of which I died My impatience for ’^our 
return, my anxiety for your welfaie, and niy fond- 
ness foi my deal Ulysses, were the only distempers 
that preyed upon my life, and separated my soul 
from my body Ul}sses was melted with these 
expiessions of tenderness, and thrice endeavouied to 
caich the appaiition in his arms, that he might hold 
his mother to his bosom, and weep over hei 

This gues the poet occasion to describe the notion 
the heathens at that time had of an unbodied soul, 
in the excuse which the mothei makes for seeming 
to withdraw heiself fiom her son s embraces The 
soul,’ says she, is composed neithei of bones, 
flesh, nor smews , but leaves behind her all those 
incumbrances of mortality to be consumed on the 
fimeral pile As soon as ohe has thus cast her bur- 
den, she makes her escape, and flies away fiom it 
like a dream ’ 

When this melancholy conversation is at an end, 
the poet drtUVb up to view as chai raing a vision as 
could enter into man s imagination He describes 
the next who ippeared to Ulysses, to have been the 
shades of the finest women that had ever lived upon 
the eaith, and who had eithei been the daughteis of 
kings, the misti esses of gods, or mothers of heroes , 
such as Antiope, Alcmena, Leda, Ariadne, Iphi- 
media, Eiiphyle, and seveial otfleis, of whom he 
gives a catalogue, wqth a shoit bistoiy of tlieir ad- 
ventures The beautiful assembly of apparitions 
weie all gathered togethei about the blood Each 
of tliem, s'^ys Ulysses, as a gentle satiie upon fe- 
male vanity, giving me an account of hei bn th 
?ind family * This scene of extraoidmaiy women^ 
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'seems to have been designed by the poet as a lecture 
of mortality to the whole sex, and to put them m 
mind of what they n ust expect, notw ithstandmg 
the gieatest perfections, and highest honoms, they 
can aruve at 

The ciicle of beauties at length disappeared, and 
was succeeded by the shades ot seveiai Giecian he- 
roes, who had been engaged with Ul>sbes in the 
siege ot Troy The first that approached v as Aga-. 
memnon, the generali«simo of that gieal expedition^ 
who, at the appearance of bi» old fiiend wept 
very bitterly, and, without saying any thing to him, 
endeavouicd to gi asp bun by the hand Ulysses, 
who was much moved at the si^ht, pomed out a 
flood of teals, and asked Lim ibe occ-asion of his 
dcciih, which Agamemnon reLted to bin in all its 
tragical ciicumbtances , how he was murd" ed at a 
banquet by th^ contrivance ot his oun wi'e, n con- 
federacy \yilh her aduhercr from wl ei ce Lc tives 
occasion to leproach the whole sex, af a irani er 
which would be inexcusable in a man ^^ho h^^d not 
been so great a sufFeier by them My wife, * 
sayb he, has disg aced all the women thit shall 
evei be Dorn into the woild even those who htre- 
aftei shall be innocent Take Cric }gu glow 
too fond of your vile Kevei tell her all }qu 
kno^ K you reveal sometuugs to hei, be sine 
you keep otheis corcealed fiom her You, indeed, 
havei^'otlmg to fear from yom Fcnelope, she will 
not u^c you as my wife has tieated me, however, 
take care how you bust a woman Ihe poet, in 
this and othci ir stances, accoidmg to the system of 
many heathen as well as Christian philo'^ophers, 
shows, how angei, revenge, and other habits 
which the soul had contriitcd in the body, subsist, 
and grow m it undei its state of separation 
s z 
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I am extremely pleased with the companions 
which the poet in the next description assigns to 
Achilles Achilles, says the hero, came up to 
me with Patroclus and Antilochus ** By which w^? 
may see that it was Homer s opinion, and probably 
that of the age he lived in, that the friendships 
which are made among the living, will likewise con- 
tinue among the dead Achilles pquiies after the 
welfare ot his son, and of his father, with a fieice- 
ness of the same character that Homer has every 
where expressed in the actions of his life The pas- 
sage relating to has son is so extremely beautiful, 
that I must not omit it Ulysses, after having de- 
scribed him as 'Wise m council, and active m vt-’r, 
and mentioned the foes whom he had slam in battle, 
adds an observation that he himself had made of his 
behavioui, whilst he lay in the wooden hoise 

Most of the generals, * says he, that were with 
us, either wept or trembled as for your son, | 
never saw him wipe a tear from his cheeks, or 
change his countenance On the contrary, he 
would often Jay hxs hand upon his sword, or grasp 
ins spear, as impatient to employ them against the 
Trojans He then informs his father of the grea^ 
honour and rewards which he had purchased before 
Tro}, and of his return from it without a wound. 

The shade of Achilles, * says the poet, was so 
pleased witli the account he received of his son^^ 
that he inquired no farther, but stalked ^wa> with 
more than ordinary majesty oyer the green meadow 
that lay before them * 

This last circumstance, of a deceased father’s re- 
joicing in the behaviour of his son, is veiy finely 
contrived by Homer, as an incentive to virtue, 
and made of by none that I knoiv besides 
himselfi 
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The description of Ajax, which follows, and his 
lefusing to speak to Ulysses, who had won the ai- 
mour of Achilles from him, and by that means oc- 
casioned his death, is adrnired by e\er) one that 
leads it When Ulysses relates the sullenness of his 
deportment, and consideis the greatness of the 
hero, he expi esses himself with generous and noble 
sentiments "" Oh ' that I had never gained a prize 
which cost the life of so brave a man as Ajax ^ vi ho, 
for the beauty of his person, and greatness of his 
actions, was infenoi to none hut the divine 
Achilles ’ The same noble condescension, which 
never dwells but m tiu^y great minds, and such as; 
Homer would represent that of Ul>sses to have 
been, discovers itself likewise m the speech which 
he made to the ghost of Ajax on that occasion 
Oil, Ajax ’ says he, will you keep jour re^ 
sentments even after death ^ What destiuctionshath 
tins fatal aimour brought upon the Greeks, by 
Tobbing them of you, who were their bulwark and 
defence^ Achilles is not more bitterly lamented 
among us than you Impute not then your death to 
any one but Jupiter, who, out of his anger to the 
Greeks, took you away from among them let in.0 
iiitreat you to approach me, restiain the fieiceness 
of your wrath, and the greatness of joui soul, and 
hoar what I have to say to you * Aj,ax, without' 
making a reply, turned bis back upon him, and 
retired into a crowd of ghosts 

Ulysses, after all these visions, took a view of 
those impious.wretphes who lay in tortmes for the 
crimes they had committed upon the earth, whom 
he describes under all the varieties of pam, as so 
many maiks of divine vengeance, to deter otheis 
from following their example He then tells us, 
that notwithstanding he had a great curiosity to see 
the heroes that lived in the ages before him^ the 
' f 3 
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ji^hosts began to gather about him in such prodigious 
inukitudes, and with such a confusion of \oices, 
that his heait trembled as he saw himself amidst so 
great a scene of honors He adds, that he was 
afi aid lest some hideous spectre should appeal to 
him, that might teirify him to distraction , and 
theiefore withdrew in time 

I question not but my leader will be pleased with 
this desciiption of a future state, lepicsentcd by 
such a noble and fruitful imagination, that had no- 
tliing to direct it besides the light of nature, and 
the opinions of a dark and ignorant age 


2 ^ 153 SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1710 


SomhaliOf clangQfy stridor ^ tarataniara^ murmur 

EARN Rhet 

Rend %vith tremendous sounds your ears asunder, 

With gun, dium, Uumpet, blunderbuss, and thunder 

POPE 


From my own Apartment , March 3 1 

I HAVE heard of a veiy valuable picture, wheiem 
all the painters of the age in which it was diawn, 
are lepresented sitting together m a circle, and join- 
ing in a consort of music Each of them plays upon 
such a particular instrument as is the most suitable 
to his character, and expresses that style and man- 
ner of painting which is peculiar to him The 
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mous cupola-painter of those times, to show* the 
grandeur and boldness of his figuics hath a horn in 
his mouth, which he seems to wind with great 
strength and force On the co^^tiary, an eminent 
artist, who wi ought up his pictmes with the gieatest 
ncrunc/, and ga\e them aU those delicate touches 
which aie to please the nicest eye, is repie- 
sented as tuing a Iheoibo The same kind of 
humohv mns through the whole piece 

1 have often, fiom this hint, imagined to myself, 
that ditteient talents in discourse might be sha- 
dowed out after the same manner by aifferent kinds 
of music ; and that the several convex sable parts of 
mankind in this gicat city, might be cast into pro- 
per characters and divisions, as they resemble se- 
veral instiuraents tiiat aie m use among the masters 
of harmony Of these theiefore in their order, 
and first of t^'^e Duxm 

Your Diums are the blusteiers in conversation, 
that, with a load laugh, unnatural mirth, and a 
torrent of noise, domineer in public assemblies , 
over-bear men of sense, stun their companions, 
and fill the plate they are in with a lattling sound, 
that hath seldom any wit, humour, or good breed- 
ing 111 it The Drum, notwithstaiding, by this 
boisterous vivacity, is very proper to impose upon 
the Ignorant, and in conversation with ladies who 
aie not of the finest taste, often passes for a man of 
mirth and wit, and for wondeiful pheasant com- 
pany I need not observe, that the emptiness of the 
Drum very much contributes to its noise 

The Lute is a charac^ei directly opposite to the 
Drum, that sounds very finely by itself, or m a very 
small consort Its notes are exquisitely sweet, and 
veiy low, easily drowned m a multitude of instru- 
ments, and even lost among a few, unless you give 
a particular attention to it. A Lute is seldom heard 
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in a company of more than five, wherea? n n. 

will show Itself to advantage m an^Sk ^ ^ ' 
hundred TheLutemsts tfaerefor^am “en^of a Jn® 
genius, uncommon reflection e-rMt k i / ” 

judgP. of .0 doUaS^idtj.’': 

comX'^ri‘r«VTa™s'5i'T “ 

■witiatanding very agiccaWcf so lone ’as 'll "leeil" 

wuhin Its pitch It ha? nof ^ ^eep^ 

notes, which are however very pleasinff TnJ 

of exquisite turns and modulations Th ‘^‘jpable 

who fall under tbis'd^TaZn . JJn 

the most fashionable education and lefinprl^K^” 

the few notes they^ ire masters of *^wSlh 

upon in all conversations The Tmm, t- f°uca 

« a necessary instrument abou^acSKir^''"''’ 

«hv„e, o. a d.00,, ^ 'iS.STy 

feTSkSy'Mr? &1,Z; 

cannot, howefer, bufoL«fve^ thaf^’'^i? ^ 

not disposed to hear musm, thmj not\“^” 

more h equent in this i^ationthaHnvo^h 

jour Bass-viol, which^umbles m t^e hiiT' ^ 

fnn.or,andwithasml/mascuirst^^^^^^ 
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the harmony, and tempers the sweetness of tlie se- 
yeial instruments that play along wilii it The 
5ass-viol IS an mstrament of a quite different natuie 
to the Trumpet, and may signify men ot lough 
sense and unpolished parts ^ who do not love to hear 
themselves talk, but sometimes bieak out with m 
agreeable bluntness, unexpected wit, an I smly 
pleasantues, to the no small diversion ot their 
iiiends and companions In short, I look upon 
eveiy sensible tru^-born Britou to be naturally a 
Bass viol 

As foi your lural wits, who talk with great elo- 
quence and alaciity of foxes, hounds, horses, quick- 
set-hedges, and six-bai gates, double ditches, and 
bioken necks, I am indoubt, whethei I should give 
them a place in the conversable world However, 
if they will coqtent themselves with being raised 
to the dignity of Hunting-horns, I shall desire fop 
^he futuie, that they may be known by that name 

I must not here omit the Bag-pipe species, tint 
Will* entertain yon from morning to night wath the 
lepetition of a few notes, which are played over and 
over, with the perpetual humming of a dioxie run- 
ning underneatli them These are your dull, heavy, 
tedious story-tellers, the load and burden ot convei- 
sations, that set up for men of importance, by 
knowing secret history, and giving an account of 
tiansactions, that whether they ever passed in the 
w orld or not, doth not signify an half-penny to its 
instruction, or its welfare Some have observed, 
that the Northern parts of this island aie more par- 
ticuldily fruitful in Bag-pipes 

There are so very fevV persons v/ho are masteis m 
eveiy kind of conveisation, and can talk on all sub- 
jects, that I do not know whether we should make 
a distinct species of them* Nevertheless, that my 
scheme may not be defective, for tiie sake o| 
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few who are endowed with such extraoidinary ta- 
lents, I shall allow them to be harpsichords, a kind 
of music which every one knows is a comort by 
Itself 

As for your Passing-bells, who look upon miith 
as criminal, and talk of nothing but what is melan- 
chdy in itself, and mortifying to human natuie, I 
shall not mention them 

I ‘shall likew ise pass over in silence all the rabble 
of mankind, that crowd our stieets, coffee-houses, 
feasts, and public tables I cannot call their dis- 
course conveisation, but rather something that is 
piactised in imitation of it For which reason, if I 
would describe them by any musical instiument, it 
should be by those modern in\ entions of the blad- 
dei and suing, tongs and key, marrow-bone and 
cleaver 

My leader will doubtless obseive, that I have 
only touched here upon male instiuments, having 
reserved my female consort to another occasion li 
he has a mind to know where these seveial cha- 
racteis are to be met with, I could direct him to a 
whole club of Drums , not to mention another of 
Bag-pipes, which I have before given some account 
of in my description of our nightly meetings in 
Sheer-lane The Lutes may often be met with m 
couples upon die banks of a ciystal stream, or in the 
retreats of shady woods, and floweiy meadows , 
which, for different reasons, are likewise the great 
resoit of your Hunting-horns Bass-viols are fie- 
quently to be found over a glass of stale- beei, and a 
pipe of tobacco, whereas those who set up for 
Violins, seldom fail to make then appearance at 
Will’s once every evening You may meet with 
a Tiumpet anv where on the otliei side ot Clnung- 
cross 
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That v^e may diaw sometliing for our advantage 
m life out of the foiegoing discourse^ I must iritreat 
my reader to make a nariow search into his life and 
conversation, and, upon his leaving any company, 
to examine himself seiiously, whether he has be- 
haved himself m it like a Dium or a Tiumpet, a 
Violin or a Bass viol, and accordingly endeavour to 
mend his music for the future For my own pait, 
I must confess, I was a Drum for many years , nay, 
and a very noisy one, until, having polished mj self 
a little in good company, I threw as much of the 
Trumpet into my conversation, as was possible for a 
man of an impetuous temper, by which mixture of 
different musics I look upon myself, during the 
course of many years, to have resembled a Tabor 
and Pipe I have since very much endeavouied at 
the sweetness of the Lute , but, m spitt of all my 
resolutions, I must confess, with great confusion, 
that I find myself daily degenerating into a Bag- 
pipe , whether it be the effect of my old age, oi of 
the company I keep, I know not All that I can 
do, IS to keep a watch over ray conversation, and 
to Silence the Drone as soon as I find it begin to 
hum 111 my discourse, being determined lathei to 
hear the notes of others, than to play out of time, 
and encroach upon their paits m the consort by the 
noise of so tiresome an instiument 

I shall conclude this Paper with a letter which 
I received last night from a friend of mine, who 
knows very well my notions upon this subject, 
and invites me to pass the evening at his house, 
with a select company of friends, m the following 
words 

Deak Is^ac, 

I intend to have a consort at my house this 
evening, having by great chance gut a Harpsichord^ 
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■wiiich I am sure will eliteitain yon very agreeably 
Theie ill be likewise two Lutes md a liumpet 
let me beg }ou to put yourselt in tune, and be- 
lieve me 

Your very faithful servant, 

Nicholas Humdsum * ” 


N° 154 TUESDAY, APEIL 4, 1710 


Ohscumvera tnvohens VIRG VI too 

Involving truth m terms obscure 

From my own Apartment^ April 3 

We ha\e already examined Homer's description o£ 
a futuie state^ and the condition m which he hath 
pi iced t!'e souls of the deceased I shall, m this 
Paper, nnke some observations on the account 
which 'Vergil hatli given us of the same subject, 
who, besides a greatness of genius, had all the 
lights of philosophy and human learning to assist 
and guide him in his discoveries 
JEneas is lepresented as descending into the em'- 
pue of dei^^h, *with a prophetess byhrs side, %\ho 
instructs him in the secrets of those lower regions 
Upon the contines of the dead, and before the 
very g?tes of this infernal woild, Virgd describes 
several inhabitants, whose natures aie wonderfully 
suited to the situation of the place, as being either 

♦ Sec Taller, No 2 57 
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the occasions oi rc^emb’inces of de'itif Of the 
hr‘jt kind aie the shido\^s of Sickness, Old Ag-e, 
Fear, Famine, £Snd Poverty, appaiitions veiy tei^ 

3 ible to behold, with several others, as Toil, AVai, 
Contention, and Discoid, which contribute all ^f 
them to people this common leccptacle of human 
souls As this was likew ise a 'v ci v pioper residence? 
for cveiy thing that resembles denb> the poet tells 
us, that Sleep, whom he repicsents as a neai re- 
Ftioa to death, his likewise hi-j i ibitaUoa*in these 
quiitcis, and describes in them a huge glbomy 
<,lm tiee, which seems a \ei} pi opex ornament for 
the place, and is possessed by an lupu iic^ able s vaim 
of dreams, that hang in clusters unlci eveiy leaf of 
it He then gives us a list of imaginary persons, 
who very naturally he within tlie shadow of tie 
dream t^-ee, as being of the same kind ol m ike n 
themselves, and the niateiials, oi, to use Shak- 
speares phrase, the stuff of wmcli di earns aie 
made bach are tlie shades of the giant with an 
bundled hands, and of his bi other with diiee 
bodies , of the double-shaped Centaui and Scvil i , 
the Gorgon with snaky hair, the Harpy wpn a 
womans face and lions talons, the seven-headed 
Hvdra, and the Chiniaera, w^hich bieathes ioith 
hame, and is a compound of three animals These 
several mix.ed natures, the creatures of imagination, 
are not only introduced with great ait alter the 
dreams, but, as they are planted at the veiy en- 
trance, and within the very gates of those regiot •>, 
do probably denote the wild deliriums and extuiva- 
gancies of fancy, which the soul usually ^alis into 
when she is just upon the vetge of death 

Thus far jfeneis travels in an allegoiy The rest 
of the dcscuption is diawn with great exactness, ac- 
cording to the religion of the heathens, and the 
opinions of the FUtonic philosophy I shall not 
VOL IV r 
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trouble my readei with a common dull story, that 
gives an account why the heathens first of all sup- 
posed a feiryman m Hell, and his name to be 
Charon , but must not pass ovei m silence the point 
of doctrine which Virgil hath very much insisted, 
upon in this book, That the souls of those who are 
unbuned, are not pei muted to go ovei into their 
lespective places of rest, until they have wan- 
dered a hundred years upon the banks of Styx 
This was probably an invention ot the heathen 
priesthood, to make the people extremely cai eful of 
pel forming propei rites and ceremonies to the me- 
raorj of the dead I shall not, however, with the 
infamous scribblers ot the age, take an occasion 
from such a circumstance, to run into declamation's 
against piiestcr ift, but lather look upon it even iii 
this hgkt as a religious artifice, to raise in the 
minds of men an esteem for the memoiy of their 
foiefatheis, and a desiie to recommend themsehes 
to that of postenty, as also to excite m them an 
ambition of imitating the virtues of the deceased, 
and to keep alive in then thoughts the sense of the 
soul s immortality In a word, we may say in de- 
fence of ike sevci e opinions relating to the shades of 
unbuned persons, what hath been said by some of 
oui divines in regiid to the rigid doctrines concern- 
ing the souls of such who die without being ini- 
tiated into our religion, that supposing they should 
be eiroueous, they can do no hurt to the dead, and 
will haoe a good efieU upon the living, in making 
them cautious of neglecting such necessary solem- 
nities 

Charon is no sooner appeased, and the tnpled- 
headed dog laid asleep, but yEneas makes his en- 
tmnee into die dominions of Pluto Ihere aie three 
kinds of persons de'sciibed, as being situsted on the 
boideis, and I can give no reason foi dietr being 
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Stationed there m so particular a manner, but be- 
cause none of them seem to have had a pioper right 
to a place among the dead, as not having i un out the 
whole thi ead of their days, and finished the term 
of life that had been allotted tliein upon eai th The 
first of these are the sou^s of intmts, who are 
snatched away by untmely ends Ihe second are 
of those who aie put to death wrongfully, and by 
an unjust sentence , and the third, of those vv ho 
grew weary of then lives, and laid violent hands 
upon themselves As for the second of these, 
Viigil adds with great beauty, that Minos, the 
judge of the dead, is employed in giving them a 
re hearing, and assigning them then several quarters 
suitable to the pans the> acted in life The poet, 
after having mentioned the souls of those unhappy- 
men who destroyed themselves, breaks out into a 
fine exclamation Oh ^ how ghdly, says he, 
would they now endure life with all its miseries ^ 
but the Destinies foibid then retui n. to earth, and 
the waters of Styx surround them wiliinine streams 
that are unpassable ' It is veiy remarkable, tliat 
Virgil, notwithstanding selt-raurder was bofiequmt 
among the heathens, and had been practised by 
some of the greatest men in the v^ery age before him, 
hath here represented it as so heinous a crime But 
in this particulai he was guided by the doctunes of 
his great master Plato , who says on this subject, 
til It a man is placed m his station ot life, like a 
soldier in his proper post, which he is not to quit, 
whatever may happen, until he is called off by his 
commander w ho planted him m it 

There is another point in the Platonic philo-.ophv , 
which Virgil has made the ground w oik ot the 
gieatest part in the piece we are now examining , 
Laving wuth wonderful art and beauty milenalized, 
jt I may so c^ll it, a scheme of abstracted notions^ 
F a 
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and doattied the most nice refined conceptions of 
philosophy m sensible images, and poetical rep^'c- 
sentMions The Platonists tell us, that the soul, 
during her residence in the body, contracts many 
virtuous andiicious habits, so as to become a bene- 
ficent, mild, chaiitable, or an angry, malicious, 
revengeful being a substance inflamed vvith lust, 
avarice, and pride, or, on the contrary, brightened 
"With pure, generous, and humble dispositionb that 
these and the like habits of v’rtue and vice growing 
mto the very essence of the soul, survive and ga- 
ther stiength in her after her dissolution that the 
torments of a vicious soul in a future state arise 
principally from those uuportunate pa&sions which 'll e 
not capable of being gratified without a body, and 
that, on the contrary, the h ippiness of virtuous minds 
very much consists in tlieir being employed in sub- 
lime speculations, innocent diversions, sociable af- 
fections, and all the ecstasies of passion and i apture 
which are agreeable to reasonable natuies, and of 
vthich the> gamed a relish in this life 
Upon this foundation the poet raises that beau- 
tiful description of the secret haunts and walks, 
which, he tells us, are inhabited by deceased lovers* 
Not far from hence, says he, lies a gre'it waste 
of plains, that are called the Fields of Melan- 
choly * In these there grows a forest of myrtle, 
divided into many shady letirements and covered 
walks, and inhabited by the souls of those who 
pined away with love The passion, says he, con- 
tinues with them after death He then gives a list 
of this languishing tribe, in which his own Dido 
makes the pimcipal figure, and is described as living 
in this soft romantic scene with the shade of hei first 
husband Sichaeus 

The poet, m the next place, mentions another 
plain tliat was peopled wfth the ghosts of warriors. 
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ss still delighting in e'lch otliers company, and 
pleased with the exercise of arms He there rep re* 
sents the Giecian generals and common soidias who 
perished in the siege ot Tjoyi as drawn up in squa- 
drons, and terrified at the appioach of ^neas, 
which renewed in them those impressions of fear 
they had before received in battle uith the Trojans 
He afterwards likewise, upon the same notions, 
gives a view of the Trojan heroes who lived in for- 
mei ages, amidst a \isionary scene of chariots an4 
arms, flowery meadows, shining spears, and ge- 
nerous steeds, which be tells us were their plea- 
sures upon eartli, and now make up their happines? 
in Elysium For the same reason, also, he men- 
tions others as singing Paeans, and songs of triumph^ 
amidst a beautiful grove of lauiel The chief of the 
consort was the poet Musaeus , who stood inclosed 
with a circle of admirers, and rose b> the head anc^ 
shoulders above the throng of shades that sunounded 
him The habitations ot unhappy spirits, to show 
the duration of their torments, and the despeiate 
condition they are in> are represented as guai ded by 
a Fur), moated lound vtith a lake of fire, strength- 
ened with towers pf iron, encompissed v/ith a triple 
wall, and fortified with pillars of adamant, which 
all the gods together a^e not able to heave fron^ 
their foundations The noise of stripes, the clank 
of chains, and the groans of the toitured, strike 
the pious with a kind of horror Ihe poet 

atteiwards divides the Wiramals into two classes 
tl'he first and blackest catalogue consists of such as 
vi ere guilty of outrage^ against the gods , and the 
nevt of such '\^ho were con\icted ot injustice be- 
tween man and man the gieatest number of 
whom, says the poet, are those who followed 
dictates of a\auce. 
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It w^s an opinion of the PI itonistSj that the souls 
of men having coi Lncted in the body great stains 
and pollutions of \ice '^nd ignonnce, there wcic se- 
veral puigatioi s and cleansings neccss'ir) to be passed 
through, both heie and hereeftei, in order toiehiie 
and puiify them 

Viigil, to give this thought likewise a cloathing 
of poetiy, desenbes some spirits as bleaching in the 
winds, otheis as cleansing under great falls of 
waters, and otheis as purging in hjte, to recovei th<^ 
pnmuive beaut)' an 1 puruy of their natures 

It was likewise an opinion of the same sect of phi- 
losophe’s, that the souls of all men eyist in a se* 
paiate state, long befoie their union with their 
bodies, and that upon their imraeiSiOn into fiesh, 
they fojget every thing which passed m the state of 
pie-existence, so that what we here call know- 
ledge, Is nothing else out memory, or tlie recovery 
of those things wl ich we knew before 
In pill bui nee of this scheme, Viigil gives us a 
new of b«\eni souls, who, to piepaie themselves 
for living upon eaith, flock about the banks of the 
Hvei Lctkt, and swill themselves with the waters of 
obi i\ ion 

The same scheme gives him an opportunity of 
making a noble compliment to his countijmen, 
where Anchiscs is lep resen ted taking a survey of tlu 
long tram of beioes that are to descend from him, 
and giving his son -^neas an account of all the 
glories of his racu 

I need not mention the i evolution of the Platonic 
year, which is but just touched upon in this book, 
and as I have consulted no authors thoughts in thn 
explication, shall lx veiy well pleased, if it ciu 
make the noblest piece of the mostaccomplisln d poet 
more agiecable to my female uadtis, when they 
lliirk fit to look V tp D’yde i j lianslalion of it 
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Aliena negotia curat, 

J^xcussus fropnu BOR III Sat 11 ig 

When he hat! lost all business of his ow n, 

He ran in quest of news thioughall the town 

Fiom my own Apartment, April 5 

There lived some years since, within my neigh- 
bourhood, a very grave peison, an upholsterer*, 
who seemed a man of moie than ordinal y apph- 
t ition to business He was a very eail} user, and 
was often abroad two or three hours before any of 
b s neighbours He had a particular carefulness in 
the knitting of his blows, and a kind of impatience 
m all his motions, that plainly discovered he was al- 
\v ays intent upon matters of importance Upon my 
inquiry into his life and conversation, I found him 
to be the greatest newsmonger in our quarter , that 
be rose befoie day to read the Postman , and that 
be would take two or three turns to the other end 
ot the tov; n before his neighbours were up, to see if 
the^e weie any Dutch mails come in He had a 
\/ife and several children , but was much more^ in- 
quisitive to know what passed in Poland than in his 
Ovvn family, and was in greater pain and anxiety of 
mmd for king Augustus’s welfare, than that of his 

Ml Arne, an upholsterer m Covent-garden, it is 
sutl, the original qf the politician exposed in this paper 

Mr Arne was the father of Dr Thomas Angus me Arne, 
a Linmcnt mus cian, and a dramatic writer^ who died in 1778 
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nearest relations He looked extremely thin m i 
dearth of news, and never enjoyed himself m a 
westerl} wind This indefatigable kind of life w'-is 
the rain of his shop , for, about the time that his 
fa^omite pimce left the crown of Poland, he broke 
and disappeared 

Ihu man and his affaiis had been long outof mv 
mind, untd about three days ago, as I was walking 
in St James s-park, I heard somebody at a distance 
hemming after me and who should it be but my 
old neighbour the uohohterer > I saw he was re- 

Sfhl poverty, by certain shabby super- 

fluities in his dress for, notwithstanding that it 
was a very suluy day for the time of the year, he 
woie a loose great coat and a muff, with a lovo 
maign uig out of curl , to which he had addeS 

the knee Upon his coming up to me, I was goinsr 
to inquii e into his present circumstances , buf was 
prevented by his aslcingme, with a whisper, «whe- 
^er the last letters brought any accounts that one 
might rely upon from Bender’ I told him 

married his eldest daughter ’’ He 
told me, «' no But pray,’ says he. “ tell me sfn! 
cerely. what are your thoughts of the king of Swe- 
den ’ For though his wife and cl)ild?en wTra 
|tarving, I found his cl^ief concern at present was 

s£rr‘“ 'i ™T 
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part of the bo4y Because, ' said I, the bullet 

chanced to light there 

This extraordinaiy dnloguewasno sooner ended, 
but he began to launch out into a long dissertation 
upon the affairs of the North , and after having spent 
some time on them, he told me, he was in n 
great perplexity how to reconcile the Supplement 
with the Englisb-post, and had been just now ex- 
amining what the other papeis say upon the same 
subject The Daily Com ant, says he, has these 
words ^ We have advices fiom very good hands, 
that a certain prince has some matters oi great im^ 
portance under considej ation ’ This is very mys- 
stenous, but the Post-boy leaves us more m the 
dark , for he tells us, ^ That ti^ere are private inti- 
mations of measures taken by a certain prince, 
"which time will bring to light * Now the Post- 
man," says he, who uses to be very clear, refeis 
to the same news m these words , ^ The late con- 
duct of a certain piince affords great matter of spe- 
culation * This certain prince, saj s the up-r 
holsterer, ^ whom they are all sq cautious of 

naming, I take to be ” Upon which, though 

there was nobody pear us, he whispered something 
in my ear, which I did npt hear, or think woith 
my while to make him lepeat 

We were now got to the upper end of the Mall, 
w^hcre were three or four very odd fellows sitting 
together upon the bench Ihese I found were all 
of them politicians, w ho used to sun themselyes in 
that place every day about dmner-time Observing 
them to be cunosities m their kind, and my friend s 
acquaintance, I sat down among them 

Ihe ch»ef politician of the bench "'’"'as a great as- 
sorter of paradoxes He told us, wi‘‘h a seeming 
concern, that, by some news’s he had lately read 
from Muscovy, it appealed to Inm that there vv?ia a 
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Storm gathering in the Black-sea, which might m 
time do huit to the naval forces of this nation lo 
this he added, that, foi his pait, he could not 
wish to see the Tuik driven out of Europe, which 
he believed could not but be piejudicial to our 
woollen manutacimc * He then told us, that he 
looked upon those extiaordinaiy i evolutions which 
had lately happened m those paits of the woilcl, to 
have iisen chiedy from two pe^ons who weie not 
much talked ot , and those, sa^s he, ^ are piince 
Menzikoff, and the duchess ot Miiandola He 
backed liis asseitiois wnth so many broken hints, 
and such a show of d^^ptli and wisdom, that wc gave 
ourselves up to his opinions 

The discourse at length fell upon a point which 
seldom escapes a knot of tiue-born Englishmen, 
whethei, in case ot a leligious vvai, thePiotestants 
would not be too strong lor the Papists > 1 his we 
unanimously determined on the Piotestant side 
One who sat on niy iight-hand, and, as I found by 
his discouise, had oeen in tlic West Ind es, assured 
us, that It would be a veiy easy matter for the 
Protestants to beat the Pope at sea , and added, 

that whenever such a war does break out, it 
must turn to the good of the Lccvvaid Islands ’ 
Upon this, one who sat at the end of the bench, 
and, as I afterwaids found, was the geogiaphei 
of the company, said, that in case the Papists ^ 
should drive the Piotestants fiom these paits of 
Em ope, wien the woist came to the worst, it 
’ ould be impossible to beat them out of Noiway 
and Gieenland, piovided the Northern crowns 
hold together, and the czar of Muscovy stand 
iicuiei 

He tui tiler told us, for our comfoit, tint there 
w^ere vast tiacks of lands about the pole, inhabited 
neithci by Piotestants noi Papists, and of greater 
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extent than all the Roman-Catholic dominions in 
Euiope 

When we had fully d’scubsed this point, my 
friend the upholsterei began to exert himself upon 
the piesent negociations ot peace , m which he de- 
posed princes, settled the bounds of kingdoms, and 
balanced the power of Europe, with gieat justice 
and impartiality 

I at length took my leave of the company, andl 
was going av ay , but had not gone thirty yards, 
before the upholsterer hemmed again after me 
Upon his adiancing towards me with a whispei, I 
expected to hear some secret piece of news, which 
he had not thought fit to communicate to the bench , 
but, instead of that, he desiied me in my ear to 
lend him half a crown In compassion to so needy 
a statesman, and to dissipate the confusion I found 
he was m, I told him, if he pleased, I would giv« 
him five shillings, to receive five pounds of him 
when the great Tuik was driven out of Constan- 
tinople , ’ which he very readily accepted, but not 
befo*'e he had laid down to me the impossibility of 
such an event, as the affaiis of Europe now stand 

This paper I design for the particular benefit of 
those worthy citizens who live moie in a cotFee- 
house than m their shops, and whose thoughts are 
so taken up with the afeiirs of the allies, that they 
forget their customers 
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*-‘^-^Sf^miurqU(i fatr&i' roft fasulhs eequis 

VI RG JEn u 74S 

——follows hlS PAIHES!, 

But with Steps not equal 

Prom my own Apartment ^ Apfil 7 

We have alteady described out of Homer the ro} age 
of Ulysses to the inferndl shades, willi the several 
adventures that attended it If vio look into the 
beautiful romance published not many years since by 
the Archbishop of Cambray, we may see the son of 
Ulysses bound on the same expedition, and aftei the 
same manner making his discoveries among the re- 
gions of the dead The stoay of Telemacfaus is form- 
ed altogether in the spirit of Homer, and will give an 
unlearned reader a notion of that great poet’s man- 
lier of writing, more than any translation of him can 
possibly do As it was whtten for the instruction of 
a young punce who may one day sit upon the throne 
of France, the author took care to smt the several 
parts of ins story, and particularly the descuption we 
are now entering upon, to the character and quality 
of fais pupil For which reason, he insists veiy much 
on the misery of bad, and the happiness of good 
kings, in the account he hath given of punishments 
and rewards in the other world 
We may however observe, notwithstanding the 
eruleavours of this great and learned author^ to copy 
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after the style and sentiments of Homer, th'»t there 
IS a certain tincture of Chnstianity running tnrough 
the whole relation The prelate iii se\eral places 
mixes himself with the poet , so that his tuture state 
puts me m mind of Michael Angelo s *^Last Judge- 
toentj’ where Chaion and his boat are repiesented 
as bearing a part in the dreadful solemnities of tiiat 
gieat day 

TelemacLus/ after harag pissed through the dark 
a\enues of Death in the retinue of Meicur^v ^vha 
( \ ciY day delivers up i certain tale of ghosts to the 
iLri}man of Styx, is admitted to tlie infernal bark 
Among the companions of his voyage is the shade 
ot Nabophuzan, a king of Babylon, and tyrant of 
all the East Among the ceicmonies and pomps of 
Ins funeial, there were four slaves sacrificed, accord- 
ing to the custom of tlie countiy, in order to attend 
him among the shades The author, having desenbed 
this tyrant m the most odious colours of pride, inso- 
lence, and cruelty, tells us^ that bis four slaves, 
stead of serving him after deaths were perpetually 
insulting him with reproaches and affronts for his 
past usage that they spurned him as he lay upoia^ 
the ground, and foiced him to shew his face, which 
he \\ ould fain have covered, as lying under all the 
contusion at guilt and infamy, and m short, that 
they kept him bound m a chain, m order to drag him 
before the tribunal of the Dead 

Telemachus^f upon looking out of the bark, sees all 
the strand covered with an innumerable multitude 
of shades, who, upon his jumping ashore, unmedH 
atdy vanished He tlien pursues his course to the 
pahee of Pluto, who is described as seated on his 
throne in terrible majesty, with Proserpine by hf* 
side At the foot of his throne was tlie pale hideous 
spectre, who, by the ghastliness of his visage, and 
the nature of tlie apparitions tliat surround him^ dis# 

VOJ. IVrf «■ 
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coders himself to be Death His attendants are. 
Melancholy, Distrust, Eevenge, Hatied, Avarice, 
Despair, Ambition, Envy, Impiety, with fnghtfui 
Di earns, and waking Cirfs, which aie all driwn 
very natuiahy in propei actions and postuii^s Ihe 
author, with great beauty, places near his frightful 
Dieams an assembly of phantoms, which are often 
employed to teirify the living, by appearing in the 
shape and likeness of the dead 
The young hero in the next place takes a surv ey 
of the different kinds of criminals, that lay in torture 
among clouds of sulphui, and torrents of hie The 
first of tliese weie such as had been guilty of impie- 
ties, which every one hath an hoiroi for to which 
IS added a catalogue of such offenders that scarce 
appear to be faulty m the eyes of the vulgar Among 
these, says the author, aie malicious ciitics, that ha\e 
endeavoured to cast a blemish upon the perfections 
of otheis , with whom he likewise places such as ha\ e 
often hurt the reputation of the innocent, by passing 
a rash judgment on their actions, without knowing 
the occasion of them These ciimes, says he, are 
more severely punished aflei death, because they 
generally meet with impunity upon earlli, 
Telemachus, after having taken a siuvey of seveial 
other wi etches m the same ciicumstances, amves 
at that region of toiments in which wicked kings aie 
punished There aie veiy fine strokes of imagina- 
tion m the description which he gives of this unhap- 
py multitude He tells us, tliat on one side of them 
there stood a revengeful Fury, thundeung m then 
ears incessant repetitions of all the crimes they had 
committed upon earth, with the aggiavations of 
ambition, vanity, baldness of heart, and all those 
secret aflections of mind that entci into the compo- 
sition of a tyrant At the same time, she holds up 
“to tiun a large nviioi, in vvli J-* e^erj one sees him- 
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self repiesented in the natural horror and deformity 
of Ills character On the other side of them stands 
another Fury, that, with an insulting derision, ic- 
peats to them all the praises that then flatteierj had 
bestowed upon them while they sat upon their res- 
pective thrones She too, s^ys the author, pi csents 
a mirror before their eyes, in which eveiy one sees 
himself adorned with all those beauties and perfec- 
tions, m which they had been diawn by the vanity 
of then own heaits, and the flattery of others To 
punish them for the \\ antonness of the cinelty which 
they formerly exercised, they are now dehvered up 
to be treated accoiduig to the fancy and capiice of 
seveial slaves, who have here ar opportunity of ty- 
rannizing in then turns 

The authoi, having guen us a description of these 
ghastly spectres, vvho, sa}rs he, aie always calling 
upon Death, and are placed under the distillation 
of that burning vengeance which falls upon them 
drop by diop, and is nevei to be exhausted, leads us 
into d pleasing «'cene of groves, filled with tlie melo- 
dy ot buds, and the odouih ot a thousand different 
plants These groves are lepresented as rising among 
a great many floveiy meadows, and wateied witla 
sti earns that diffuse a pc rpetual tieshness, m the midst 
ot aneteinal day, and a never-fading spnng This, 
says the author, was the habitation of those good 
princes who wcie fiiends of the gods, and paients 
ot the people Among these, Telemachus conveises 
With the shade of one ot his ancestois, who makes 
a most agreeable lelation of the joys of Elysium, and 
the nituie ot its inhabitants The residence of Sc- 
sostrib among these happy shades, with his character 
and present emplojment, is di awn in a veiy lively 
until i, and with a gieat elevation of thought 

1 1 V. description of that pure and gentle light, which 
ovei flows these hnppy legions, and clothes thespuit 
a 
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of theses virtuous persons, hath something m it of 
that enthusiasm vihich this author as accused of hy 
his enemies in the church of Rome , but, howe\ ci 
it may look in religion^ it makes a i ery beautiful 
figure in poetry 

The rays of the sun, says he, are daikness m com- 
parison with this light, which rather deserves the 
name of glory, than that of light It pierces the 
thickest bodies, in the same manner as the sun-beams 
pass through crystal It strengthens the sight inste id 
of dazzling it, and nourishes m the most inward le- 
cesses of the mind a perpetual serenity that is not to 
be expressed It enters and mcoiporates itself with 
the very substance of the soul the spiuts of the 
blessed feel in it all their senses, and m all their per- 
ceptions It produces a ceitam source of peace and 
joy that arises in them for ever, running through all 
the faculties, and refreshing all the desires of the 
soul External pleasures and delights, with all their 
charms and allurements, are regaided with the ut- 
most indiiFerencc 4nd neglect by these happy spirits, 
who have this great pnnciple of pleasure within 
them, drawing the whole mind to itself, calling off 
their attention from the most delightful objects, and 
giving them all the tiansports of inebriation, with- 
out the confusion and the folly ot it 
I have here only mentioned some master touche$ 
of this admirable piece, because the original itself is 
understood by the greater part of my i eaders J must 
confess, I take a particular delight ui these prospects 
of futurity, whether giounded upon the probable 
suggestions of a fine imagination, or the more severe 
conclusions of philosophy, as a man loves to hear 
all the discoveries or conjectures lelatipg to a foieign 
country which he IS, at some time, to inhabit Fros- 
“^ects of this nature lighten the burden of any present 
and fefrpsh ps undex the wpist and lo^e&t 
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cumstances of mortality They extinguish hi us 
both tlie fear and envy of human grandeur Inso-» 
lence shrinks its head, power disappeaiS;, pain, po^ 
yerty, and death fly before them In short, the 
mind that is habituated to the lively sense of an 
Hereaftei^ can hope for what is the most terrifying 
to the generality of mankind, apd rejoice in what 
:[s the n;ost afflicting, 
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F^^ciU es,t invinUi adder — * 

It IS easy to improve an invention, 

V From my own Apartment^ April ro, 

J \\ AS last night m m assembly of ver> fine women*. 
How I came among them is of no great impoitanc®’ 
to the reader I shall only let him know, that I was, 
betrayed into so good company by the device of aa 
old friend, who had pomised to give some of his fe- 
male acquaintance a sight of Mi Rickei staff Upoa 
hearing my name mentioned, a lady who sat by me, 
told me, they bad brought together a femde cansoit 
for my ©ntertamment ^‘You must know,^ says she^ 
that we aU of us look upoa oui selves to be musical 
nistruments, though we do not yet know of what 
kind , which we hope to learn fiom you, if you will 
give us leave to play before you This was followed 
% a general laugh, which I always look upon as sfe 
^tecessary flourish m the opening of a femak aonmU 
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Tue/ tl^^n strucl: up togethei, and played a wbo'e 
hour upon tv^o giounds, viz the Inil ^ u^d the 
Opeia I coild notbutobseivc, tbatsevei ilof their 
jaotes were moie soft, and several moie shaip^ than 
any tnat I ever heard in a male consort , tbopgh I 
must confess^ theie was not any legaid to time^ noi 
anv e rests and pauses v^^hich are fiequent in 

tiiu haimonv ot the othci sex besides that the music 
was genei ally full, ard no pauicuhr insiiument pei- 
mitted to piav long b} itself 

I seen ed so v«"ry well pleased with w Int eveiy one 
said, and omiied with so much complaisance ail 
then pretty fancies, th it though 1 did not put one 
w ora into their discoiiise, 1 have the v mity to tbrnk, 
the) looked upon me as veiy agieeable company I 
then told them, that it I were to draw the picluie 
of so many chaiming musicians, it v oukl be like 
one I had seen ot the Muses, with their sevcial in- 
sruiments in their hands, upon which tne lady 
Kettle-drum tossed back her bead, and cned, 
very pietty simile’ The contort again revived , in 
which, with nods, smiles, and appiobations, i bore 
the part rather of one who beats the time, than of a 
performer 

I was no sooner fetaed to my lodgings, but I lan 
ovei m my tlioughts the <=e\eral characteis of this 
fair assembly, which I shall give some account of, 
because they aie various in their hind, and miy each 
of them stand as a sample of a whole species 

The peison who pleased me most w^as a Flute, an 
iiistiument/ that, without any gieat compass, hath 
Something exquisitely sweet and soft in Us sound it 
lulls and sootns the ear, and fills it with such a gen- 
tle kind ot melody, as keeps the mnd awake with- 
out staitling It, and raises a n^ost agiceable passion 
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between lianspoil ana indolence In short, the mu- 
sic of the Flute is the conversation of a mild ai d 
amiable woman tint has nothing in it ele- 
vated, noi, at the same time, any thing mean or 
tnvial 

I must heie obseiv e, tint the Hautboy is the most 
perfect ot the l^h\tt-Sf}e^zes, which, v%ith all the 
sweetness ot the sound, hath a gieit strengJi and 
variety ot notes , though at the same time I must 
obseue, Uiat the IIautbu> m one sex is as scaice as 
the Haipsichord in tl e other 

By the side of the Flute there sat a Flag^let, for 
so I must call a certain young lady, who^ faneving 
herselt a v/it, cuspis^d the musi< ot the Flute as low 
and insipid, and would be enttitaiiiing the company 
with tai till nat ired ohsenations, peit fancies, and 
little turns, which she tied to be full of life and 
spirit The Flagelct therefore noth not difFei iiom 
the Flute so much m the compass of its notes, as m 
the shrillness and sharpness ot the sound We must 
notice, that the Flagekts among their 

0 m sex aie more valued and estceired than tlie 
Flutes 

There chai''ced to be a Coquette m the consort, 
that, with a gieat many shitt sh notes, affected 
squeaks, and studied inconsistencies, distinguished 
heiseif trom the lest of the company She did not 
speak a woid duimg the whole Tiial , but I thought 
she would never have done upon the Opeia One 
while she would break out upon, ^^Ihat hideous 
lung ’ * then upon The charming black-moor ’ 
then, tliat dear lion’’ tlieii would hum over 
two or three notes , then run to the wandow to see 
what coach was coming Ihe Coquette, theiefore, 

1 must distinguish by that musical instrument which 

commonl) known by the name of a Kit, that is 
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more jiggish than the Fiddle itself, and never sounds 
but to dance 

Ihe fourth person who bore a part m the conver- 
sation was a Prude, who stuck to the Trial, and was 
silent upon the Tj^hole Opera The gravity of her 
censures, and composure of her voice, which were 
often attended with supercilious casts of the eye, and 
a seeming contempt for the lightness of the conver* 
gstion, pat me in mind of that ancient, serious, ma- 
tron like instrument, the Virginal 

I must not pass over in silence a Lancashire Horn- 
pipe, by which I would signify a young country lady, 
who, with a great deal of mirth and innocence, di- 
verted the company very agreeably, and, if I am 
not mistaken, by that time the wildness of her notes 
IS a little softened, and the redundancy of her music 
restrained by conversation and good company, will 
be improved into one of the most amiable P latest 
about the town Your Romps and boardiug- school 
girls fall likewise under this denomination 

On the right-hand of the Hornpipe sit a IFehk-* 
PJaip, an instrument wd^ch very much delights in 
the tunes of old hiatoncil billads, and in celebiating 
the reuowned actions and exploits of ancient Biitish 
heioe§ By this lU'^trument I theiefore would dc- 
sciibe a ceitain lady, who is one of those female 
hist-onans that upon all occasions enters into pedi- 
grees and descents, and finds heiself iclated, by some 
old short or other, to almost every gieit family in 
England < for wdiich reason, she md is out of 
tune veiy qften m co^iveiwtion, ioi the compin) ^ 
w ant of due attention and lespect to her 
But the rpost sonorous part of our consori w''is a 
Sht-dmm, or, as the vulgar call it, a ^e/i/e-dmm, 
who accompanied her discourse with motions of the 
body, tosses of the head, and brandishes of the fan^ 
J|er music lyas loud, bold, and mubculme F,ver^ 
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thump she give alarmed the company, and very of* 

ten set somebody or other m it a-blushmg 

The last I shall mention was a certain romantie 
instrument called a Dulcimer, uho talked of nothing 
hut shady wooda, flowery meadows, purling streams, 
larks and nightingales, with all the beauties of the 
spring, and the pleasures of a country-life This in-p 
strument hath a fine melancholy sweetness m it, and 
goes very well with the Flute 

I think most of the convei sable part of womankind 
may be found under one of the foregoing divisions > 
but it must be confessed, that the generality of that 
sex, notwithstanding they have naturally a great ge-* 
nius for being talkative, are not mistresses of moro 
than one note , with v; Inch, however, by frequent 
repetition, they make a greater sound than those who 
are possessed of the whole Gamut , as may be ob-^ 
served in your Darums or Houshold-rscolds, and 14 
youi Castanets or impertinent Tittletattles, who 
have no other variety m thejr discourse but thgt of 
talking slower or fastei 

Upon communicating this scheme of music to ai| 
pld triend of mine, who was fcffmerly a map of gaU 
lantry, and a rover, he told me, that be believed 
he had been m love with every instrument m my 
fonsort The first that smit him was a Hornpipe, 
who lived near his father s house in the countiy * 
but mpon his failing to meet hei at an assize, ac- 
cording to appointment, she cast him off His next 
passion was for a iTeff/e-drum, whom he fell in love 
with at a play , but when he became acquainted with 
hei, nqc finding the softness of hei sex in hercon» 
veisation, he grew cool to her though at the same 
time he could not deny but that she behaved het^ 
self very much like a gentlewoman His third mis»- 
tress was a Dulcimer, who, he found, took great 
delight m sighing ^nd languishing, but WPUW gu m 
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farther than the preface of matnmony, so tint she 
would never let a lover have any moie of hci tJj ni 
her heart, which attei ha*?ing\voii, he was toned 
to Lave he , as despairing of anj* fj> thei success I 
mu^t contess 3 sa}s my Iriend, I InAC often con ‘ki- 
dded her wich a gieat deal ot admiration , ind I tmd 
hd plea&uie is so much in this fii t step ot 'll! '^meur, 
that hei lue will pass away in dream, solitude, and 
soliloquy, unt Iher decay of charms m ikcs hti snatch 
at the worst man that evei pretended to her In the 
next place, says my fiiend, fell m love with a 
Kit, who led me such a dance tlirough all the varie- 
ties of a tannliai, cold, fond, and mditteunt beha- 
viour, that the woild began to grow censaions, 
though without any cause, for which leason, to 
recover our leputa^ions, we parted by consent To 
mend my hand, says he, I made my next applica- 
tion to a Viiginai, who gave me great encourage- 
ment, after hei cautious manner, until some malici- 
ous companion told her of my long passion foi the 
Kit, which made her turn me ofi, as a scandalous 
fellow At length, in despair,’ sa>s he, ‘‘ 1 betook 
m} s^ It to a // t?M-Haip, who i ejected me with con- 
tempt, alter havmg found that my great giandnio- 
thcr was a brewer s daughter 

I found by the sequel ot my friend’s discourse, 
that he 1 -’d nevei aspired to a H uitboy , that he had 
b^c i exasperated by a hlagelet, and that, to tins 
veiy da/, he pines aw y for a Flute 

Upon wiiole, having thoroughly considered 
hov-v iLsolutelf necessary it is, that two instruments, 
which aio to ph} togeJ er for iite, should be exactly 
tuned, and go m peiicct contort with each other, 
I would pmpose matches bctvcen the music ot 
both St xe® accoiding to the toliowing *^laUc of 
M image * 
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I Dium and JTe^/Ze-dium, 

% Lute and Flute 

3 Haipsiciiord and Hautboy 

4 Violm and Flagdet 

5 Bass-viol and Kit 

o Irumpet and Z^^/^A-Harp 

7 Hunting-born and Hornpipe 

8 Bagpipe and Castanet 

9 and Virginal 

Mr BickeistafF inconsideiation of his ancient 
fiiendship and acquaintance with Mr Betteiton, 
and great esteem for his meriL summons all his 
disciples, whether dead or living, mad or tame. 
Toasts, Smarts, Dappeis, Fretty-tellows, musicians 
or scrapers, tp make then appeaiance it ihe play-^ 
house in the Hay market on 1 hursday next, when 
there will be a play acted for the benefit of the sai4 
Betterton 
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Faciunt jiiff inteUigendo, ut mhtl intelhgant Teh 

While they pretend to know moie than others, they know 
nothing m reality 


'From my own Apartment, April la 

Tom Folio is a bioker m learning, employed to 
get together good editions, and stock t^»e 
ot great men Theie is not a sale of ^ 
ur^il Tom Folio is seen at the door Tiu’c ib not 
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an auction where his name is not heard, and that too 
in the ver}rnick of time, in the critical moment, be- 
fore the last decisive stroke of the hammer Ihcie 
Js not a subsciiption goes forward in which Tom 
not privy to the first lough diaught of the pioposals, 
nor a catalogue printed, that doth not come to him 
tvet fiom the piess* He is an univeisal scholar, so 
fai as the title-page of all authors ; knows the m 
nuscripts in which they Were discovered, die editions 
through which they have passed, w ith the praises oi 
censures vvliich they have receued from the se\eiai 
membeis of the leained world He has a greater 
esteem for Aldus and Elzevir, than foi Virgil and 
Horace If you talk of Herodotus, he bieaks out 
into a panegyiic upon Harry Stephens He thinks 
lie gives you an account of an author, when he tells 
you the subject he treats of, the name of the editor, 
^iid the year m which it was piinfed Or if you 
diaw him into further paiticulais, he cries up the 
goodness of the paper, extols the diligence of the 
corrector, and is trafiisported with the beauty of the 
letter This be looks upon to be sound learmngy 
and substantial ciiticism As for those who talk of 
the fineness of style, and the justness of thought, or 
describe the brightness of any particular passages , 
nay, though they tliemsehes write m the genius md 
apint of the author they admire, Tom looks upon 
them as men of superficial learning, and flashy parts 
I had yesterday morning a Visit from this le irned 
ideoij for that is the light in which I consider every 
pedant, when 1 discovered in him some little touchea 
of the coxcomb, which I had not before o|iserved. 
Being very full of the figure which he makes, in the 
republic of letteis, and wonderfully satisfied with his 
great stock of knowledge, he ga\ e me broad intima- 
tions, that he did not belie\e in all points as his forc» 
fathers had done He then communi-cated to me a 
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thought of certain author upon a passage of Viigil b 
account ot the dead, which I made the hubject oi a 
lite papei Ihis thought hath taken ^eiy much 
among men ot Toms pitch and under-standing, 
though universall} exploded by all that know how to 
coustiue Viigil, oi have any lelish of antiquity Not 
to trouble my leader with it, I toiind upon the whole, 
that lorn did not belie-ve a funire state oi rewards 
nnd piini-shments, bee use JE leas, at his leaving 
the empire of the dead, passed thiough the gate ot 
i\ ory, and not thiough that ot horn Know mg that 
Tom li id not sense enough to give up an opinion 
winch he had once recent d, th‘t I m gin a\oid 
wrmghng, I told him, '‘that ^ irgil possibl/ had his 
o\ Cl sights as w ell as another aiithoi "Ah’ Mr 
Bickerstad-, * sa}s he, ">011 would hue another 
opinion of him, if you would 'ead him m Daniel 
Helnsius s edition 1 ha\e peiused him mjsclt se\e- 
r il times m that edition, ’ continued lie, " and alter 
the stuctest and most raihcious exann ntion, could 
iind but two faults m him, one of them is in the 
AEiieidfa, wheie there aic two commas instead of a 
parenthesis, and anothei lu the third Georgia, where 
5 on may find a semicolon turned upside down 
" Peihaps, said 1, " these wtie not Virgil s f lults, 
but those of the transcriber ' "I do not design it, ' 
sa}s lorn, " as a lefiection onVngil, on the con- 
trai V, I know that all the manusenps declaim ag 
such a punctuation Oh ’ Mr Bickerstafl , says he, 

what would a A^an give to see one simile of \ irgiji 
writ m ins ow n hand ^ I asked him w hich was the 
simile he meant, but was answered, any simile m 
Virgil He then told me all the secret histoiy m the 
commonwealth of learning, of modem pieces that 
had the names of ancient authors annexed to the n , 
of all the books that w^eie now writing or printing 
an the several parts of Euiope, of many amendni ^^,4 

VOL jy* H 
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which aremadCi aud not yet published ^ and a thou- 
sand other particulars, which I would not have xay 
memory buidened with for a Vatican 

At length, being fully persuaded that I thoroughly 
admued him, and looked upon him as a piodigy oi 
learning, he took hu leave I know sevci ij of 1 om s 
class who are professed admirer^ of Tasvo, v/itlioiU 
undustanding a woid of Italian and one in piiti- 
culai, that carries a Pastor Fido in Ins pocket, in 
w Inch, I am sure, he is acquainted with no other 
beaut) but the clearness of the character 

Iher- IS another kind of pedant, who, with all 
*lon Folios impertinencics, hath great ei snpeistiiic- 
turcs niid embellishments of Greek and Litin, and 
as still more insupportable than the othei, in the 
same degiee ns he is more learned Of this kind 
very often are editors, commentators, interpreters, 
scholnsts, and critics, and, in short, all men of 
deep learning without common sense These persons 
set a greatei value on themselves lor having found 
out the meaning of a passage in Greek, than upon 
tbeaathoi for having written it, nay, will allow the 
passnge itself not to have any beauty m it, at the 
same time that they would be considered as the great- 
est men of the age, for having inteipietcd it Ihiy 
Will look witli contempt on the most beautilul poems 
that h ue been composed by any of their contempo- 
raues, but will lock themscjves up in their studies 
fora twelvemonth togethci, to coiiect, publish, and 
expound such tiides of antiquity, as a modem au- 
thoi would be contemned foi Men of the strictest 
morals, severest lives, and the gravest professions^ 
wil^ u*ite volumes upon an idle sonnet, thatisono-i- 
mlly ui Greek oi Latin, give editions of the most 
immoul authors , and spin out whole page-, upon 
the V luous leadings of 4 lewd expression All that 
can be said m excuse foi them is, that their worki* 
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sufficiently shew they have no taste of their authors j 
and that what they do in this kind, is out of their 
gieat learning, and notout of any levity or lascivi- 
ousness of temper 

A pedant of this nature is wonderfully well de- 
scribed in SIX lines of Boileau^ with which I shall 
conclude his cKanctei 

Un pgiiant ^nyvre de m vame sHence^ 

Tout herttse de Grec^ tout houffi d arrogance 
JSt qut de wtlie auUuri reter^us mot pour motf 
Dans sa i$tc entasseio n*a souvent fait qu’un sotf 
Croit qu un hvre fait tou*^ ^ que sans jinstotc 
JLa ration nevott gosttCf fijf !e hon sens radote 

Brtm>fuU of learning see that pedant stride, 

Bristling with horrid Greek, and puff'd with pride I 
A thousand authors he in vain h'ls read, 

And with their maxims stuff'd his empty head. 

And thinks that, without Aiistotle’s rule, 

Steason is blind, and common sen«e a fool 

WVNVE 
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Nitor m adversum , nee «w, qui catera vincit 
Impetus — 


OVID Met lib. H ver 7 tm 


I steer against their motions, nor am I 

Borne back by all the current— Addis oir* 


From my own Apartment, April 14 
The Wias of this island, for above fifty years past> 
instead of correcting the vices of the age, have done 
all they could to mfiame them Mairiage has befea 
K a 
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one of tbe common topics ot ndutile tint c\ei 3 r 
stage scribblei h ith found Ins account in , toi when- 
evei theie is an occasion for a clap, au iinpcitincnt 
jest upon mitumon} is sine toiaise it This hath 
been attended with \ery ptinicioas consequences 
Many a country Esquire, upon his si tting up foi a 
man ot theto\^n, has gone home in the gaiety ot 
his htc rt, and btnt his 'vtifc A kind liU'jband hath 
been looked upon as a clown, and i good wife ns a 
domestic nnim il unfit for the company or conver- 
sation ot the luiu TTionde In shoit, separate beds, 
silent tables, Md solitary homes, have been intro- 
duced by }our iXieu of wit and pleisure of tht 
age 

yi$ I shall alwntfs male it vnj lit uv ess to stem the 
toiients oj pi erudite and vice, I shill take paiticular 
care to put m honest father of a fimily in coun- 
temnee, and enJeavom to icmovc all the evils out 
of that 'it itc of lilt, which is ei^*^ ci die most happy 
or most miifi ible that a man can be pi iced m In 
order to tins. Ictus, if jou please, coiiaider the wits 
and well-bied peisons of formei time-^ I have 
shewn in anothei paper, that Plmy who was a man 
ot the greatest genius, as u ell as of the first quality 
of his age, did not think it below him to be a kind 
husband and to tieatliis wife as a fiiend, compa- 
nion, and counsellor 1 shall give the like inst nice 
of another, who in all respects wis i much gi eater 
man than Piiny, and hath writ a whole book of 
Icttcis to Ins wile They are not so full of tuais as 
tho^v. tianslated out of the foimei authoi, who 
wiites very much like a modern, but are full of that 
beautiful simplicity which is altogether natui \l, and 
IS thv. distinguishing chanctei of the best antunt 
wntcis The authoi 1 am speaking of, is Cicero, 
V|bo, in the following passages, which I hive taken 
mi of ins it tiers, shows, th it he did not think it 
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inconsistent \xith the politeness of hiS manners, or 
thegreitness of his wisdom, to stand up »n recoid 
in hn domestic character 

These letters were written at a time when he was 
banished fiom his countiy, by a taction tliat tiien 
pi evaded at Rome 

CiCLRO TO TeRENTIA 
I 

I learn from the letteis of my fiiends, as well 
ns fiom common report, that you give inci edible 
proofs of viitue and foiLitude, and that }ou aie in- 
detatignble in all kinds of good offices How un- 
happy a man am I, that a woman of your \iitue, 
con’^tanev, honour, and good nature, should fall 
into sO gre it distresses upon my account ’ and that 
XV} dear 1 ulliola should be so much afflicted for the 
sake of a father, with whom she had once so much 
reason to be pleased^ How can I mention little 
Cicero, whose hist knowledge of things began with 
the sense of*iiis misery ^ If all this had happened by 
the decrees ot fate, as } ou would kindly persuade 
me, I could have borne it But, alas ^ it is all be- 
fallen me by my owm indiscretion, who thought I 
was beloved hr those that envied me, ind did not 
join with them who sought my friendship —At pre- 
sent, since m> friends bid me hope, I shall take 
caie ot my health, that I may enjoy the benefit of 
youx affectionate services Plancius hopes we may 
some time or other come together into Italy It I 
ever liv e to see that day , if I ever return to your 
dear embraces, m short, it I evei again recover 
you and m} 4^1f, I shall think oor conjugal piety 
veiy well rewaided — As for what you write to me 
about selling your estate, consider, my dear Te- 
rentia, consider, alas ’ what would be the event of 
tt If oui prebent fortune continues to oppress 
» 3 
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\^hat w-ill become of our poor boy^ My teais flow 
so fast, that I am not able to wute any fai ther 5 
and I V, ould not willingly make you weep with me 
—Let us take care not to undo the child tint is al- 
ready undone if we can leave him any thing, a 
little virtue will 1‘eep him fiom want> and a little 
fortune raise him in the world Mind yoiii health, 
and let me know frequently what you are doing — . 
Remembei me to Tulliola and Cicero 

II 

Do not fancy that I write longei letteis to any 
one than to yourself, unless wdien I chance to le- 
ceive a longcx letter fiom another, which I am m- 
dispensibly obliged to answer in every particular 
The tiuth ot it is, I have no subject foi a letter at 
prese it , and as my atfaus now stand, there is no- 
thing moie painful to me tlian wnting As for you, 
and onr dear Tulliola, I cannot wiite to you with- 
out abundance of tcais, foi I see botli of you mi- 
seiable, whom I alw^iys wished to bev happy, and 
whom I ought to have made so — I must acknow- 
ledge, YOU have dene evei} thing for me with the 
utmost fortitude, and the utmost affection , nor in- 
deed is It more than I expected fiom you, though 
at the same time it is a great aggravation of my ill 
fortune, that the afilictioiis I suttei can be lelieved 
only by ♦'hose which you undergo for my sake For 
honest \ ilerius has wntten me a letter, which I 
could net read without weeping veiy bitterlv, 
wheicinhe gives me an account ot the public p 0- 
cession winch ]^ou have made foi me at Rome 
Alas’ my dearest life, then Terentn, the 

duling 01 mj soul, whose favour and recoiiimen- 
dations have been so often sought by others must 
my Teientia droop under the weight of sonows ap- 
pear in the habit of a mourner, pour out floods of 
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tears, and all this for ray sake , for my sake, who 
have undone my family, by consulting the safety of 
others ^ — As for what you write about selling your 
house, I am very much afflicted, that what is laid 
out upon my account may any way reduce you to 
miseiyand want It wc can bring about oin de- 
sign, we may indeed recover eveiy thing, but if 
foitune persists in persecuting us, how can I think 
of your saciificing for me the poor lemamdei of your 
possessions No, my dearest life, let me beg you 
to let those bear my expen ces who are able, and 
perhaps willing to do it, and if you would show«* 
your love to me, do not injure jour health, which 
IS already too much impaned You piesent your- 
self before my eyes day and night , 1 see you labour 
amidst innumerable difficulties , I am afraid lest you 
should sink under them, but I find in you all the 
qualifications that are pecessary to support you be 
sme theietore to cherish your health, that you 
maj compass the end of your hopes and your en-»« 
deavours — Farewel, my Terentia, my heaits desire, 
farewel * 

III 

Aristocntus hath delivered to me three of jout 
letters, winch I have almost defaced with my tears 
Oh ’ ray Terentia, I am consumed with grief, and 
feel the weight of your sufienngs more than of my 
c\v n I am more miserable than you are, notwith- 
standing jouaie veiymuchso, and that for this 
reason, because, though our calamity is common, it 
IS my fault that brought it upon us I ought to have 

died rather than have been driven out of the city 
I am therefore overwhelmed, not only with grief, 
but with shame I am ashamed, that I did i ot do 
my utmost f or the best of wiv es, and the dearest of 
fthildrca. before my eyes, %n 
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} our mourning', >our affliction, and your sickness 
Amidbt all \^lllch, there scaice appeals to me the 
least glimmering of hope Howevci, as long as 
} ou hopcj I ill not despair^I will do what you ad- 
\ ise me I have retained my thanks to those f i lends 
whom you mentioned, and ha\e let them know, 
that you ha\e acquainted me w ith their good offlces 
lam sensible ot Fisos CKtiaoidinaiy zeal and eii- 
deavouu to ser've me Oh ^ would the gods gi mt 
that you and I might lue togethei in the t njoyment 
of such a son-in-law, and of oui dear children ^ — 
As foi what } oil write of your coming to me, if I 
desire it, I Mould lathei you should bewheie you 
are, because I know }ou are my pnncipil agciiL it 
Home It vou succeed, I shall come to }ou if 
not— — Bu^* I need say no moic Be careful ot your 
health , and oe assured, that nothing is, ore\ei was, 
so dear to me as } ourself Parewel, my Tcrcntia * 
I fincythft 1 see }ou, and tbciefore cannot com- 
mand IP} weakness so far as to lefrain from tcais ” 

ly 

I do not write to you as often as I might , be- 
cause, notwithstanding I am afflicted at all times, I 
am quite ovcicome with souow' whilst I am writing 
to you, 01 leading any letteis that I recent tioiu 
>011 — If these evils are not to be remo\ecl, I must 
desiie to see you, my deaiest life, as soon as pos- 
sible, and to die ui yom embraces, since neither 
the gods, whom you always religiously worshipped, 
noi the men, whose good I always promoted, have 
rewauled us according to our deserts —"What a 
distiessed wretch am I * Should I ask a weak wo- 
man, oppressed with caies and sickness, to come 
'^nd live with me , or shall 1 not ask her > Can I 
h\e witliout you ^ But I find I must If tlicro be 
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any iiopcb of my leturn, help it fonvaid, and pro- 
mote It as mticli as you are able But if all that is 
o\er, as I feai it is, find out some way oi other ot 
coming to me Inis >ou maybe sure of, that I 
shill not look upon ni} sell as quite undone whilst 
you aie with me But what wiU become of Tul- 
liola ? You must look to that, I must confess, I 
am entiiel} at a io^s about her Whatever happens, 
■ue murt take caie ot the reputation and mairuge of 
that deal unfortunate girl As for Ciceio, he shall 
live m iny bosom, and la mv arms I cannot a/nte 
anyfurlhei, my sor ows will not let me Sup- 

port yourself, niy deal lerentia, as well as you are 
able We have lived and fiourished together amidst 
the greatest hono irs it is not our ciiraes, but oui 

\ntues, that haae distiesscd us ^Takt moie than 

oidinary tare of }our healtli, I am more afflicted 
uith youi sorroa^s than my own — ha ewel, my 
lerentia, thou dcaicst, faitlifuilest, and best of 
wnes ’ 

Methinks it is a pleasure to see this great man m 
his taraily, who makes so difieient a hguie m the 
Forum j oi Senate ot Rome E’ler/ one ’draires the 
oiatoi and the consul, but foi my p ait, I esteem 
tiie husband and the father liis puvate character, 
witli all the little weaknesses of humanity, is as 
amiable, as the figure he makes in puolic is awful 
and ni ijestic But at the same time that 1 We to 
*urpuze so gieat an author in his pnvatc walks, 
and to survey him m his most f tmiliar lights, I 
think it would be baibarous to form to oiirseheb any 
idea of mean -spiritedness from these natural open- 
ings of his iKdit, and disbmdenmg of his thoughts 
to a wife He has wutten seveial other lettei’> to 
the s-^me person, but none witli so great passion as; 
tiiese of which I have given the foregoing extracts, 
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It would be ill-natuie not to acquaint the English 
reader, that his wife was successful in her solici- 
tations for this great man , and saw hei husband 
icturn to the honours of which he had been de- 
piived, with all the pomp and acclamation that 
usually attended tlie greatest triumph 


N® 160 TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 1710. 


Fro?7i my own Apartment ^ April ij 

A COMMON Civility to an impertinent fellow often 
draws upon one a gieat many unforeseen tioubles , 
and, if one doth not take particular care, will be 
interpieted by him at> an overture of friendship and 
intimacy Ihis I was very sensible of this morning 
About two hours before dav, I heaid a gieat rap- 
ping at my door, which continued some time, un- 
til niy maid could get herself ready to go down and 
see what was the occasion of it She then bi ought 
me up wotd, that there was a gentleman who 
seemed veiy much in haste, and said he must needs 
speak with me By the description she gave me of 
him, and by his ’^oice, which I could heai as I lay 
in ni) bed, I fancied him to be my old acquaintance 
the upholsterer, whom I met tlie other day in St 
James s-paik For which reason, I bid hei tell the 
gcntlemin, whoe\ er he w^as, tliat I was indis- 
posed , that I could see nobody, and tnat, jf he 
had any thing to say to me, I desired he would leave 
It in wilting ’ My jnai^ aftei having delivered 
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her message, told me, that the gentleman said he 
would stay at the next coffee-house until I was 
Stirling , and bid her be sure to tell me, that the 
Flench uere diiven fiom the Scarp, and that Douay 
was invested ’ He gave her the name of another 
town, which I found she had dropped by the way. 
As much as I love to be ii foimed of the success 
of my brave countrymen, I do not care for hearing 
of avictoiy betore day, and was therefoie \ery 
much out of humoui at this unseasonable visit I 
had no sooner recovered my temper, and was falling 
asleep, but I was immediately startled by a second 
rap , and upon my maid s opening the dooi, heird 
the same voice ask her, if her master was yet up > 
and at the same time bid her tell me, that he vi as 
come on purpose to talk with me about a piece of 
home nev s, wh ch every body m town will be full 
ot two houis hence I oidered my maid, as soon as 
she came into <'he room, without hearing hei mes- 
sage, to tell the gentleman, that whatever his 
news w^s, I would rather hear it two houis hence 
than now , and that I persisted m my resolution not 
to speak with any body that moining The wench 
delueredmy answer presently, and shut the door 
It was impossible for me to compose myself to 
sleep after two such unexpected alarms , for which 
reason, I put on my cloaths in a very peevish hu- 
mour I took seveial turns about my chamber, re- 
flecting with a great deal of anger and contempt oa 
these volunteers in politics, that undergo all tlie 
pain, wUchfulness, and disquiet of a first minister^ 
without turning it to the advantage either of them- 
selves or their country , and yet it is surprising to 
consider how numeious this species of men is. 
There is nothing more tiequent than to finda taylor 
breaking his rest on the affairs of Europe, and to 
see a cluster ot portera sitting upon the mimstrj* 
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Our streets swarm with politicnns, and thcio is 
&c uce a shop which is not held by a statesman As 
I was musing alter this manner, I heard the up- 
holsterer at the door dehveimg a lettei to my maul, 
and begging her, m a \ery great huiiy, to gi\e it 
to her master as soon as ever he was awake , w hica 
I opened, and found as follow s 

Mr BicKFRSTAtr, 

I w^as to wait upon you about a w cck ago, to 
let 'vou know, that tl e hont st gentlemen wdioni }ou 
conveised with upon the bench at tht end ol the 
Mall, having heard that I had leccued five shillings 
of you, to give you an hundred pounds upon the 
great Tuiks being diiven out of Emope, desiicd 
me to acquaint you, tliat every one of th it com- 
pany would be willing to leccive five shillings, to 
pay a hundred pounds on the same condition Oui 
last advices from Muscovy making this a fairer bet 
th in it was a week ago, I do not question but you 
will accept the wagei 

"But this IS not mypiescnt business If }oa 
remember, I whispered a woid in > our ear, is we 
were walking up the Mall, and>ou see what has 
happened since If I had seen you tins moining, I 
would have told you m jour ear another secret I 
hope you will be recovered ol your indisposition by 
to-morrow morning, when I will wait on you at the 
sime iioui as I did this, my pm ate circumstinces 
being such, that I cannot well apptai m tins quarter 
of the town aftei it is day 

" I have been so taken up with the late good new s 
from Holland, and expectation of fuither particu- 
lars, as well as with other tiansactions, of which I 
will tell you moie to-moirow morning, that 1 have 
not slept a wmk these three znghts 
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I hale leason to believe, that Picardy will soon 
follow the example of Artois, in case the enemy 
continue in then present resolution ot Hying away 
fiom us> I think I told you die 1 ist time we were 
together my opinion about the JDeuHe 

The honest gentlemen upon the bench bid me 
tell you, that they \\ ould be glad to see you often 
among them We shall be Iheie ill the warm 
horns ot the day duiing the piesent posture ot 
affiirs 

This hippy opening of the campaign \\ ill, I 
hope, give us a veiyjoytul summer, and I propose 
to take many a pleasant w aik with } ou, if you will 
sometimes come into the Park, lor that is the only 
place m winch I can be free from die malice of my 
enemies Farewel until three of die clock to^ 
moriow morning ’ I am. 

Your most humble servant, &c 

P* S The king of Sweden is still at Bender ” 

I should have fretted myself to death at this pro- 
mise of a second visit, if I had not tound in his let- 
fei an intimation of the good news which I have 
since heaid at large I have however ordered my 
maid to tie up the knocker of my door, in such a 
manner as she w ould do ]tf I was really indisposed 
Bv vthich means I hope to escape breaking my 
morning & rest 

Since I have given this lettei to the public, I 
shall communicate one or two more, which I have 
lately received from others of my correspondents 
The following is fiom a coquette, who is veiyr angry 
at my having disposed of her m mamage to 4 
Bass viol 

Bickerstafp, 

I thought you would never have descended 
from the Censoi of Great-Bntain, to become « 

\OC IV, i 
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match-maker But pxay, \thy so severe upon the 
Kit ^ Had I been a Jews-haip, that is nothing but 
tongue, you could not have used me worse Of all 
things, a Bass-viol is my aversion Had you mar- 
ried me to a Bag-pipe, or a Passing-bell, I should 
have been better pleased Dear father Isaac, either 
choose me a better husband, or X vull live and die a 
Dulcimer In hopes ot receiving satisfaction from 
you, I am yours, wlulst 

Isabella Kit 

The pertness, which tins fair lady hath shown in 
this letter, was one occasion of my joining her to 
the Bass-viol, i.Uiicli is an instiument that wants to 
be quid cned by these little vuncities, as the 
sprightliness of the Kit ought to be checked and 
curbed by the gra\ity of the Bass-\iol 

My next le^^ter is fiom Tom Folio, who, it seems, 
takes It amiss, that I have published a character of 
him so much to his disadvantage 

Sir, 

I suppose you mean Tom Fool, when you called 
me Tom Folio in a late tnfiing Paper ot yours , for 
I find, It IS your de'»ign to run down all useful and 
solid learning The tobacco-pa pei on which your 
ovin writings are usually printed, as well as the in- 
correctness of the press, ind the scurvy letter, suf- 
ficiently show the extent ot your knowledge I 
question not but you look upon John Morphew to 
be as great a man aj* Elzevir , and Aldus to have 
been such anothei is Bernard Lmtot If you would 
give me my revenge, I would only desiie ot }0u 
to let me publish an account ot your library, which, 
I dale say, would fmnisii out an extraordinary ca- 
talogue. 


Tom Foi;.io 
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It hath always been my way to baffle reproach 
with silence , tiiough I cannot but observe the dis- 
ingenuous pioceedmgs of this gentleman, who is 
not content to asperse ray writings, but bath wound- 
ed, through my sides, tho^e eminent and worthy 
citizens, Mr John Morphew, and Mi Bernard 
Lmtot 
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Nunguam Lthertas grati^r txstat 

^am tuh Tggt pto 

Never does Liberty appear more amiable than tinder the go- 
vernment of a pious and good prince 

From my own Apartment, April 19 

I WAS walking two or three days ago in a veiy plea* 
sant retirement, and amusing ra}'self with the read- 
ing of that ancient and beautiful allegory, called 
The Table of Cebes I was at last so tired with 
my walk, that I sat down to rest myself upon a 
bench that stood m tlie midst of an agreeable shade 
The music of the birds, that filled all the trees 
about me, lulled me asleep before I was aware of 
It , which was followed by a dream, that I impute 
in some measure to the foregoing author, who had 
made an impression upon my imagination, and put 
me into his own way of thmjbng 

I fancied myself among the Alps, and, as it i« 
natural in a dream, seemed every moment to bound 
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fiom one summit to another, until at last, after 
having nude this airy progiess ovei the tops of ae- 
venl mountains, I an ived at the very ceiitic ot those 
broken locks and precipices I heie, nictlioiight^ 
^aw a prodigious ciicuit of hills, that reached above 
the c louds, and encomp'issed a large space of ground, 
which 1 had a great cuiiosity to look into I there- 
upon continued my foimer way of travelling thiougli 
a great variety of \\ inter scenes, until I had gained 
the top ot these white mountains, which seemed 
another Alps ot snow I looked down fiom hence 
tnto a spacious plain, which was suiiounded on all 
sides by this mound of hills, and whicli presented 
me with the most agreeable prospect I hade\er 
seen There was a greatei vaiiety of colours in the 
embroidery of the meadows, a more lively green lu 
the lea\es and grass, a blighter crystal in the 
ati earns, than what I e\ei mot with in any other 
legion The light itself had something moie 
shining and glorious m it, than that of which the 
day lb made in other places I was wondei fully as- 
tonished at the discovery of such a paradise amidst 
the wildness ot those cold, hoary landscapes whicli 
lay about it , found at length, that this happy 
region w as inhabitf d by the goddess of Liberty ; 
whose picsence softened the rigours of the climate, 
enriched the baiienness of the soil, and moie than 
supplied the absence of the sun The place was 
covered with a wonderful profusion of flowers, 
that. Without being di^osed into regular borders 
and parteu^s, grew promiscuously, and had a greater 
beauty m their natural luxunancy and disorder, 
ihm they could ha\e received from the checks ani 
restiamts of ait There was a river that arose out 
of the south-bide of the mountain, that, by an in- 
fljiute number ot turnings and windings, seemed to 
every plant, and cheubh the seveial beauties of 
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the with which the fields abotmded Afier 

having rmi to and fro' m a wonderful \anet 3 r of 
meanders^ as unw illing to Iea\ e so cbaraaing a place, 
it at laM: throws rtselt into the MIow of a moon* 
tain, frofu whence it pas«^es under a long range of 
rocltii, and at length rises iii that paifc of the Alps 
where the inhabitants think to the first source of 
the Bl'Done Thit* nver, after ha\ mg made its pro« 
gress thioiigh tlKise free nations, stagnates inahi^e 
k*ke ^ at tl>e ]ea\mg of them, and no soonei enters 
mto the regions of slavery, but inns through 
ti>em With an incredibio rapiditj, and takes its 
shaetest way to the sea^ 

f descended into the happy fields that lay betieath 
j35!e, and m the midst of them beheld the goddess 
sattmg upon a throne She had nothing to inclose 
lier bat the bounds oi hei own dominions, and no- 
thing over her head but the heavens Ex&ty glance 
csf her eje cast a tiack of light v herc it fell, that 
areviTcd the spring, and made all things smile about 
her My heart grew chearful at the sight of her , 
and as she looked upon me, I found a certain con-* 
fidence growing m me, and such an nxward reso- 
iutron av I never felt before that time 

On the left-hand of the goddess sat the Genmst 
0 f & cmnmonwealiky with the cap of Liberty on het^ 
head, and m her hand a wand,^ like that with 
which a Itomap citizen used to give bis slaves their 
ireedom There was something mean and vulgar, 
but at the same time exceeding bold and daring, m 
her air, her eyes were full of Sre, but had in them 
such casts oi fieiceness and cruelty, as made her ap- 
pear to me rather dreadful than amiable On her 
shoulders she wore a mantle, on which there 'vv^as 


# The lake of Geneva* 

^ 3 . 
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wrought a great confusion of figures As it fiew m 
the wind, I could not discern the particular design 
of them, but saw wounds in the bodies of some, 
and agonies m the faces of others , and over one 
pait of it could read in letters of blood, The Ides 
of March * 

On the right h md of the goddess was the Genius 
of monarchy She was cloathed in the whitest er- 
mine, and wore a crown of the puiest gold upon 
her head In her hand she held a sceptic like that 
W'faich IS borne by the British monarchs A couple 
of tame lions lay crouching at her feet Her coun- 
tenance had in it a /ery great majesty without any 
mixtme of terror Her voice was like the \oice of 
an angel, filled with so much sweetness, accompa- 
nied with such an air of condescension, as tem- 
pered the awfulness of her appearance, and equally 
inspired love and veneration into the hearts of all 
that beheld her 

In the tram of the Goddess of Liberty were the 
several Aits and Sciences, who ail of them flou- 
rished underneath hei eye One of them in parti- 
cular nnde a greater hgure than any of the rest, 
who held a thunderbolt m her hand, w hich had the 
power of melting, piercing, or breaking, every 
thing tbit stood in its w^'ay The name of this god- 
dess was Eloquence 

Ihere were two other dependent goddesses, who 
made a \ery conspicuous figure m this blissful re- 
gion The first ot them was seated upon a hill, 
that had every plant growing out ot it, which the 
aoil was m its own nature capable ot producing. 
The other was seated in a little island, that was co- 
vered With groves of spices, olives, and orange- 
trees , and in a word, with the products of every 
foreign clime. The name of tlie fiutwas Plenty, 
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q£ the second Commeice The hrst leaned her 
right aim upon a plough, and under her left held a 
huge horn, out of which she poured a whole autumn 
qfjiuits The other wore a rostral cro^n upon her 
head, and kept her eyes fixed upon a compass 
I was wonderfull} pleased in rangmg through this 
delightful phce, and the more so, because it was 
not incumbered with fences and inclosmes , until 
at length, methought, I spiung ftom the ground, 
and pitched upon the top ot a lull, that presented 
several objects to sight which I had not befoie 
taken notice of The winds that passed over thij» 
flowery plain, and through the tops of the trees 
which were full of blossoms, blew upon me m such 
a continued breere of sweets, tliat I was wondei- 
fully charmed with my situation I here saw all 
the inner declivities of that gi eat cii cuit of molin', 
tains, whose outside was cohered with snow’*, mei- 
grown with huge forests of fiu-trees, which indeed 
are very frequently found in othei parts ot the Alps^ 
These trees were inhabited by storks, that came 
thither in great flights from very distant qiiarteis of 
the world Methoughts^ I was pleased in my dieam 
to see what became ot these birds, when, upon 
leal, mg the places to which the> make annual 
visit, the> rise in great flocks so high until the} are 
out of sight, a nd toi that reason have been thought 
by some modcim philosopher:* to take a flight to the 
moon But riy eyes were soon diverted from this 
prospect, whe 1 1 observed two great gaps that led 
through tlm circuit of mount? ms, where guaids 
and watche s were posted day and night Upon ex- 
amination, I found that there weie two formidable 
enemies eticamped before each of these avenues, 
who kept the place m a perpetual alarm, and 
watched all koppoitunities ot invading it 
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Tyranny was at the head of one of these armies, 
dres-sed in an Eastern habit, and grasping in her 
hand an non sceptre Behind her was Baibanty, 
with the gaib and completion of an Ethiopian, 
Ignorance, with a tuibant upon her head, and Per- 
secution holding lip a bloody flag, embroidered 
\\ ith flo\i ei -de-luces These were followed by Op- 
piesbion. Poverty, Famine, Torture, and a dreadful 
tram of appearances that made me tiemble to behold 
tiiem Among the baggage ot this army, I could 
discover racks, wheeh, chains, and gibbets, with, 
all the instruments art could invent to make human 
nature miserable 

Before the othei avenue I saw Licentiousness, 
dressed in a garment not unlike the Polish cassock, 
and leading up a whole army of monsters, such as 
Clamour, with a hoaiae voice and an hundred 
tongues , Confusion, with a mis-shapen body, and ^ 
thousand heads , Impudence, with a forehead of 
brass , and Bapme, w itli hands of iron The tu- 
mult, noise, and uproar in this quarter, w’’ere so 
\ery great, that they disturbed my imagination more 
than is consistent with sleep, and by that means 
awaked me 
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*tertius e cselo cecidtt Cato TJUV S'lt II 4» 

See 1 a Lhird Cata from the cloiiids is dropt 

R. Wy»vE» 

Fiom own Apartment , April 2% 

In my youngei years I used rmuj cndea\ours to get 
a* place at com t, and indeed continued my pursuits 
until I arrived at my gnnd climacteiic But at 
length, altogetiiei despainng of success^ "vs hether it 
were foi uit of capacity, Iriends, or due spplw 
cation, I at list lusoived to erect a new office, and, 
fox my cncourigcment, to place myself in it Jor 
thib reason, I took upon me the title and dignity of 
^‘‘Cen^rof Great-Britam,’ reseiving to myself all 
such peiqmsites, profits, and emoluments, as should 
airsc out of the discharge of the said office These 
ins truth have not been inconsiderable , foi, besides. 
those ucMj mntnlutwn^ which I receive from 
iohn Moi*pIiew, and those annual subscriptions, 
which I propose to myself fiom the most elegant 
part of this great island, I daily live in a \ery com* 
fortable affiuence of wine, stale beer, Hungary 
water, beef, books, and marrow-bones, winch iL 
receive from many well-dispo-** d citizens , not to 
mention the foifcitures, which accrue to me from 
the several odendeis that appem before me oi> 
court-di^s 

Having now enjoyed this office /or the space ^ a 
imhemonilh I shall do what all good offiqeis ought 
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to do, t'lke a sun ey of my behaviour, and consider 
carefully, -whether I have dischaiged my duty, and 
acted up to the character with which I am invested 
Foi my direction m this particular, I have made a 
narrow search into the nature ot the old Roman 
Censois, whom I must always legard, not only as 
my predecessors, but as my patterns m tins great 
employment , and have several times asked my own 
heait with great impartiality, whether Cato will not 
bear a more v enerabie figure among posterity tlian 
Bickers tafr> 

I find the duty of the Roman Censor was two- 
fold The first put of it consisted in miaking fie- 
quent reviews of the people, in casting up then 
numbers, langing them undei their several tribes, 
disposing them into proper classes, and subdividing 
them into their lespective centuries 

In compliance with this part of the office, I have 
taken many curious surveys of this great city. 1 
have collected into particular bodies the Dappers and 
the Smarts, the natural and effected Rakes, the 
Pretty-fellows, and tlie very Piett> -fellows v I have 
likewise diawn out in several distinct parties your 
Pedants and Men of Fire, your Gamesters and Po- 
liticians I have separated Cits from Citizens, Fiee- 
thinkers from Philosophers, Wits from Snuff-takers, 
and Duellists from Men of Honour. I have like- 
wise made a calculation of Esquires , not only con- 
sidering the several distinct swarms of them that are 
jsettled in the diffierent paits of this town, but also 
that more rugged species tliat inhabit the ^fields and 
woods, and are oftt^n found m pot-houses^ and upon 
hay-cocks 

I shall pass the soft sex over m silence, having not 
>et reduced them into any toleiable oidei , as like- 
wise the softer tribe of Lovers, which will cost me 



K" 162. TATLlt. §s 

a great deal of time, before I shall be able to cast 
them into then several centuries and subdn isions 
The second part of the Roman Censor s office x’tas 
to look into themanneis of the people , and to check 
any growing luxury, whether m diet, dress, or 
building This duty likewise J have endeavouicd to 
chschaige, by those wholesome precepts which I 
have given my countrymen m regard to beef and 
mutton, and the severe censures which I have 
passed upon ragouts and fricassees There is not, 
as I am informed, a pair of red keels to be seen with 
in ten miles of London , which I may likewise 
ascribe, without vanity, to the becoming zeal which 
I expressed in that particular I must own, my suc- 
cess With the petticoat is not so great but, as I ha\ e 
not yet done with it, I hope I shall m a little time 
put an effectual stop to that growing e\il As for 
the article of building, I intend hereafter to enlarge 
upon It , having lately observed several warehouses, 
nay, private shops, that stand upon Corinthian 
pillars, and whole rows of to pots showing them-- 
selves, m Older to their sale, through a sobk^ 
window 

I have likewise followed the example of the Ro-» 
man Censors, in punishing offences according to the 
quality of the offender It was usual for them to 
expel a senator, who had been guilty of great im- 
moralities out of the senate-house, by omitting his 
name when they called over the list of his brethren 
In the sanie manner, to remove effectually several 
worthless men who stand possessed of great ho- 
nours, I hate made frequent draughts of dead men 
out of the Vicious part of the nobility, and gnen 
them up to the new society of Upholdeis, wi& the 
necessary ordeis for their interment As the Ro- 
man Censors* used to punish the knights or gentle- 
men of Rome, by taking away their horses from 



TATLER* 162 

them, I Ivnve *5eized the canes of many cnminak of 
figure, whom I had just reason to ammad\ert upon 
A*aforthe odeudeib among the common people kJ£ 
Rome, they \\eie geneially chastibcd by being 
tliro\\ n out of a liighci tribe, and placed ni oik; 
which was not so hon out able. My reader canijot 
but think I luve had an eye to this punishment, 
when I have degraded one species ot men ni'to 
Bombs, Squibs, and Ci ickei s, and another into 
Drums, Basb-vioL, and Bag-pipes , not to maition 
whole packs ot delinquents whom T have shut up m 
kennels, and the newhospitd vvhuh I am at present 
erecting toi the leception of tliose my countr} men, 
who give me but little hopes of their amendment^ 
on the holders of Mooi --fields I shall only obsei*ve 
tipon tins last particular, that, -since some late sur- 
Yeys I have taken of this ibland, I shall think if ne- 
cessar} to enlarge the plan of tlie buildmgs wlucli J 
design in this quarter 

When my gieat predecessor, Cato the Elder, 
stood for the censorship of Rome, there were seve- 
ral other competitors who ofiered themselves, and, 
to get an interest amongst the people, gave thena 
gicat promises of tlie mild and gentle treatment 
which they would use towards them in that office 
Cato, on the contrary, fold tiiem, he presented 
himself as a candidate, because he knew the age 
was sunk in immorality and corruption , and tiiat, 
if they would give him their votes, he would pio- 
mibe them to make use of such a strictness and se- 
verity of discipline, as should recover them out of 
it’* The Roman hi^touaUs, upon this occasion, 
very much celebrated the pubhc-spirltcdness of that 
people, who cho,c Cato for their Censor, notwiffi- 
standing ins method of recommending hilxisel£ I 
may m some measure extol my own countryman 
upon the same accpufit , v^fco^ without any respect 
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to paity, 07 07 ??/ application from my self ^ ha\e 
imde biich g<?;ztro/?s mhsitiptions for the Censor oi 
Gieat-Bntain, as %\ill gi\t. a magnificence to ni^ 
old ig( , and which I esteem more tlnn I would 
any post in huiope of an hundred times the \alue 
I shill only add, that upon looking into my on if a - 
logae oj siibsciil () Si which I intend to print alpha** 
betically m the fiont of ray Lucibntions, I find the 
iiimcs of the gieatest Beauties and VV its m the whole 
island of Gie^i*- Bntun, which I only mention tor 
the benefit of my of them who h^tve not yet sub- 
scribed, it being mj design to close the subscrptio^a 
in a veiy short tune 
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idem tnjiceio est mfeettor rure^ 

Smul foemnta attigit , neque tdm un^uam 

jE<jue est beatuSf ac poema cum iCrthtt 

T m gaudet in se, tamjue se ipse miratur 

JNmirtm idem cmnes fallmur , ne^ue est quisiimm 

^em non in aliqm te yidete Sutf<iniirn 

jpoisis CATUU de Suffeno, XX 14, 

5 tiflfeniis has no more wit than a mere clown when he attempt's 
to write verses , and yet he is never happiei than when he 
IS scribbling so much does he idcnire himself and his cem- 
jifosicions And, indeed, this it the foible of everf one of 
us, for there is no man living who is not a Sulffenos m on* 
Hung or other 

JVill s Cofee-house, April 24 # 

1 YESTERDAY camc hither about two hours Before 
the comp'my gen ei ally mikc theU' appearance, with 
va design to read over all the news-papers, but, 
YOL IV n 
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tapmi my sitting down, I was accosted by Ned 
Softly, who saw me fiom a corner in the other end 
of the room, where I found he had been writing 
something Mr Bickerstid’,*' says he, I ob- 
serve by a late Paper of yours, that you and I are 
just of a humour , for you must know, of all impei- 
tinences, there fs nothing which I so much hate as 
nevts I never read a Gazette in my life, and 
never tiouble my head about oiraimies, whether 
they win or lose, or m what part of the world they 
lie encamped * Without giving me time to reply, 
he diew a paper of verses out of lus pocket, telling 
me, “■ that he had something which would enteitain 
me more agreeably , ai d that he would desire my 
judgment upon every line, for that we bad time 
enough before us until the company came in 

Ned Softly IS a very pietty poet, and a great ad- 
muer of easy hues Waller is his fi\ omite and as 
that admirable w liter has the best and woist verses 
of any among our gieat English poets, Ned Softly 
has got all the bad ones without book , which he re- 
peats upon occasion, to show his reading, and gar- 
nish lus conversation Ned is indeed a true English 
reader, incapable of lelishing die great and masteily 
strokes of tins art, but wonderfully pleased with 
the little Gothic ornaments of epigraminatical con- 
ceits, turns, points, and quibbles, which aie so 
frequent in the most admired of our English poets, 
and practised by those who want genius and stiength 
to represent, after tlie manner of the antients, sim- 
plicity in Its natuial beauty and perfection 

Finding myself unavoidably engaged in such a 
conversation, I was resolved to turn my pam into 
a pleasure, and to divei t myself as well as I could 
with so very odd a fellow, You must under- 
stand, says Ned, diat the sonnet I am going to. 
read to you was written upon a kdy^ who showed 
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tne some verses of her own making, and is, per- 
haps, the best poei of our age But you wiall 
heir it * 

Upon vJ^hicli he began to read as follows 
To Mira, on hei incomparable Poems 

I 

When dress’d m laurel wreaths you shine. 

And tune your soft melc dious notes, 

\ ou ‘;eem a sister of the Nine, 

Oi PI oebus’ self in petticoats 

II 

I fancy, when your song vou sing, 

(Your song jou sing with so ranch art) 

"ionr pen « “is pluck d from Cupid s wing , 

Foi, ah< It wounds me like hts dart 

Why,” says I, this is a little nosegay of con- 
ceits, a veiy lump of salt e^Ciy verse has some- 
thing in It that piques and then the dart in the last 
line IS certainly as pretty a stmg in the tail of an 
epigram, for so I think you cruics call it, as ever 
entered into the thought of a poet ’ Dear Mr 
Bickerstaif/ says he, shaking me by the hand, 
every body knows you to be a judge of these 
things, and to tell jou truly, I lead over Ros- 
common s translation of ^ Horace’s Art of Poetry' 
three several times, befoie I sat down to wiite the 
sonnet which I have shown you But you shall 
heal It again, and pray obseive every line of it, 
for not one of them shall pass without your appro- 
bation 


Wlien dressed m Uurel wreaths you shine, 

That IS, says he, when you have your gar- 
land on , when you are writing verses To which 
I replied, I know your meaning a metaphor * ’ 
** llie same, * said he, and went on. 

K z 



163 # 


10C> TATXER 

And tune your soft melodious notes, 

Pray observe the gliding of that veise ^ there is 
scarce a consonant in it I took care to make it ran 
upon liquids Give me your opinion of it Ti il- 
ly, said I, 1 think it as good as the former 
I am verv glad to hear you say so/’ sa}s he, 
but mind the next 

You seem a sister of the Nine, 

That IS, * says he, you seem a sister of the 
Muses, for, if you look into anlient autliois, you 
\uil hnd It was their opinion, that there vveie mne 
ot them ” I remember it very well, ’ said I , 
but pn / proceed ’ 

Or Piicphus self m petticoats 
Phoebus, ’ says he, w as the god of Poetiy 
These little instances, Mr BickerstaS, show a gen^ 
tleman s reading Then, to take oB from the an 
of learning, which Phabus and the Muses had 
given (0 this hist stanza, you may observe, how it 
fills all of a sudden into th^ familiar, * m Pet« 
ticoats * * 


Or Ph<»btu>' self m petticoats 

'' Let us now,* says I, enter upon the second 
stanza , I find the first line is still a continuation of 
tlie metaphor 

I fancy, when your song you sing, 

It is very right, * sa}s be, but pray observe 
the turn of woids in those two lines I was a whole 
hour m adjusting of them, and have still a doubt 
upon me, whether in the second line it should be,, 
Your song you sing, or. You sing your song 
You shall hear them both ’ 


I fancy, when youi 


song you sing, 
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Or, 

I f incy, when your song you sing, 

(You sing your song with so much nrt) 

Truly," Slid I, the turn is so natural eith^ 
M ly, tint you have made me ilmobt giddy with it ” 
j)^! hii,’ said he, giaspmg me by the hand, 
you h ive a gioat deal of piticiice, but pray what 
do }ou think ot tiie next veisc 

Your pen was pluckM fiom Cupid’s wing, 

‘‘Ihink^’ says I, 1 think you have made 
Cupid look like a little goose * That was my 
ineaning,’* says he I think the ridicule is well 
enough hit otf But we come now to the last, 
winch sums up the whole mattei " 

For, ah I it wounds me like his dart 
Pi ay how do you like that Ah ^ doth it not 

make a pretty figure in that place ^ Ah ' it looks 

as if I felt the dait, and cned out as being piicked 
with It, 

For, ah I it v/ounds me like his dirt. 

My friend Pick Easy, continued he, as- 
suied me, he would rathci have written that Ah^ 
than to have been the author of tlie iEneid He 
indeed objected, that I made Mu a s pen like a quill 
m OIK. of the imes, and like a dart in theotliei But 
a^ to that — Oh * as to that, ’ sajs I, it 
is but supposing Cupid to be like a pojcupine, and 
Ins quills and ddits will be the same thing ’ He 
wis going to embiace me for the hint , but half a 
cloven Clitics coming into the room, whose face? he 
did not like, he conveyed the sonnet int< hjs pocket, 
?ind whispered me m the ear, be ould show 
4 n^e again as soon as his man had written it oveif 
fan/ 
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fromiitit civesf mhetHf siBt eurds^ 

Jmpertum forty (sf Itabattiy csf deluhta deo^um^ 

^uo pntre sit natuiy mm tgmta nuitre tnhonestui ^ 

Omms mortal s curare ^ qucsrere cogtt 

HOR I Sat VI 34 . 

Whoever promises to guard the state, 

The gods, the temples, and imperial seat, 

Mnkes ev’ry mortal ask. his father's name. 

Or if his mother was a slave»boin dame } 

Faancis 

From my own Apartment y April 26 

I HAVE lately been looking o\ci the many packets 
of letters which I have received from all quaiters of 
Great-Biitain, as well as from foreign countries, 
since my enteiing upon the ofhce ot Censor , and 
indeed am very much surpiixed to see so great a 
number of them, and pleased to think that I have 
so tar increased the revenue of the post otHce As 
tins collection will grow daily, I have digested it 
into several bundles, and made pioper indorsements 
on each particular letter , it being my design, when 
I lay down the work that I am now engaged in, to 
elect a paper office, and give it to the public 

I could not but make several observations upon 
reading over the letters of my correspondents As, 
first ot all, on the diffeient tastes that reign in the 
ditfeient part^ of this city 1 hud, by the appro** 
bations which are given me, that I am seldom fa** 
«ious on tile same days on both sides of Temple- barj 
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and that when I am in the greatest repute within the 
libel ties, I dwindle at the court-end of the town 
Sometimes I sink in both these places at the same 
time 5 but, for my comfort, mv mme hath then 
been up in the districts of Wapping and Rother- 
hithe Some of my correspondents desire me to be 
always serious, and others to be always merry 
Some of them intreat me to go to bed and fall into 
a dieam, and like me better when I am asleep than 
when I am awake others advise me to sit all night 
upon the stars, and be more frequent m my astro- 
logical obsei vat ions, foi that a vision is not pro- 
pel ly a Lucubration Some of my readers thank me 
for filling my Paper with the flowers of antiquity^ 
otheis desiie news from Flanders Some approve 
my criticisms on the dead, and others my censures 
on the living For this reason, I once resolved, m 
the new edition of my wwks, to range my sevei al 
Papers under distinct heads, according as their prin- 
cipal design was to benefit and instruct the different 
capacities of my readers , and to follow the example 
of some very great authors, by writing at the head 
of each discourse. Ad Aulam, Ad Academiam^ Ad 
Popidiim^ Ad Clerum 

Iheie IS no particular m which my correspon-* 
dents of all ages, conditions, sexes, and com- 
plexions, universally agree, except only in their 
thirst after scandal It is impossible to conceive, 
how many have recommended their neighbours to 
me upon this account, or how unmercifully I hava 
been abused by several unknown hands, for not 
publishing the ‘secret histones of cuckoldom that I 
have received from almost every street m town 

It wrould indeed be very dangerous foi. me to i ead 
oyer the many praised and eulogiums, which come 
post to me from all the corners of the nation, were 
they not mi^ed with many checks^ reprimanda. 
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scainhties^ and repioadies, which se\eial of my 
good-natmed countrymen cannot lorbeai sending 
me, though it often costs them two-pence or a groat 
betoie they can convey them to my hands so that 
sometimes when I am put into the best humour in 
the world, after having read a panegyric upon ray 
performances, and looked upon myself ns i bcnc- 
iactor to the British nation, the next kttci, per- 
haps, 1 open, begins with, You old doting scoun- 

drd ’ AieiiOt you a sad dog ^ Surah, you 

deserve to have your nose slit ji and the like inge- 
nious conceits These little moitifications are ne- 
cessaiy to suppress that pride and vanity which na- 
turally aiise 111 the mind of a received author, and 
enable me to bear the reputation which my courteous 
leaders bestow upon me, without becomij 4 g a cox- 
comb by it It was foi the same reason, that when 
a Roman gcneial entered the city m the pomp of a 
triumph, the commonwealth allowed of seieraj 
little drawbacks to his leputation, by connumg at 
such of the rabble as repeated libels and lampoons 
upon him uithm his hearing, and by that means 
engaged his thoughts upon his weakness and impei- 
fectioiib, as well as on the ments tint advanced him 
to so gitat honouis The conqueioi, hawevei, w 
pot the less esteemed for being a man in some pai- 
ticulais, because he appeared^ as a god in others 
There is another circumstance m vyhich my coun- 
trymu) Inve dealt veiy per\ etsely with me, and 
tint lb, in seaiching not only into my life, but also 
into the lives ot ray ancestors If thcie has been a 
blot m my family for these ten generations, it hatl^ 
been discoveied by some or other ot rav coi re- 
spondents In short, I hnd the ancient family of 
the Bickcrstaffs has suffered very much through 
malice and piejudice of my enemies* Som^ 01 
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them twit me mthe teeth with tlie conduct of my 
aunt M'lrgery Nay, there aie some who ha’ve 
been so disingenuoub, as to thiow JSIaucI the railk- 
5iiaid mto my disli, notwitlistandmg I myself was 
the In St who dii>co\€red that alliance I reap how- 

ei in my benefits fiom the malice of these enemies, 
as the 5- let me see my own faults, and gue me a 
a lew ot m}self in the w oi st light , as they hinder 
me liom being blown up b} flattery and selt- con- 
ceit , a-, they make me keep a watchful eye o\ei my 
own actions , and it tiie same tinie make me cau- 
tious how 1 talk of others, and particularly ot my 
ii lends and relations, or value myselt upon the an- 
ticjuilj ot my t imily 

But the meet formidable part of my correspon- 
dents aie tho«>e, whose letteis aie filled witii thieats 
^nd menaces I ha\c been tieated so often after 
dlls mannci, that, not thinking it sufficient to fence 
^vcll, in which I am now arrived at the utmost per- 
fection, and to cany pistols about me, which I ba\e 
alwa}s tucked within my girdle, I several months 
since made my wall, settled my estate, and took 
leave ot n;iy friends, looking upon myselt as no 
better than a dead man Nay, I w^ent so fzr as to 
write a long letter to the most intimate acquaintance 
I have m the world, under the chaiactei of a de- 
parted person, giving him an account of wdiat 
brought me to tmt untimely end, and of the forti- 
tude with which I met it This letter being too 
Jong £q% tire present paper, I intend to print it by 
itself veiy suddr nly , and at the same time I must 
confess, }, took my hint of it from the behavioui of 
an old sol diet in the civil wars, who was cox- 
poiai of a compan} m a regiment of foot, about 
the same time that i seif was a cadet m the feme's 

41 
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This gentleman was taken by the enemy, and the 
two parties were upon such terms at that time, that 
we did not treat each other as piisoners of war, 
but as traitors and rebels The poor corporal, be- 
ing condemned to die, wrote a letter to his wife 
when under sentence of execution He wiit on the 
Thursday, and was to be executed on the Fndiy 
but, considering that the letter would not come to 
his wife’s hands until Saturday, the day after exe- 
cution, and being at that time moie sciupulous 
than ordinary m speaking exact truth, he formed his 
letter rathei according to the postme of his affaiis 
when she should le id it, than as they stood when he 
sent It though, it must be contessed, there is a 
ceit-im peiplexity in the st>]e of it, which the 
re'ider wull easily pardon, considering his circum- 
stances 

Dear Wife, 

** Hoping you are in good health, as I am at this 
present writing , this is to let you know, that yes- 
teiday, between the hours of eleven and twelve, I 
was hanged, drawn, and quartered I died very 
penitently, and every body thought my case very 
hard Remember me kindly to my poor fatherless 
children Yours, until death, 

w 

It so happened, that this honest fellow was re- 
lieved by a party of his friends, and had the sa- 
tisfaction to see all the rebels hanged who had 
been his enemies I must not omit a circum- 
stance which exposed him to raillery his whole 
life after Before the arrival of the next post, that 
would have set all things clear, his wife was mar- 
ried to a second husband, who lived in the peaceable 
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possession of her, and the corporal, who was a man 
oi phin understanding, did not care to stir in the mat- 
tei, as knowing that she had the news of his death 
undei his own hand, winch she might have produced 
upon occasion* 


N®165 SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1710. 


From my own Apartment April 28 

It has always been my endeavour to distinguish be- 
tween realities and appearances, and to sepaiate true 
meat tiom the pretence to it As it shall ever be 
my study to make discoveries of this nature in human 
lite, and to settle the proper distinctions between 
the virtues and perfections of mankind, and those 
lalse colours and resemblances of them that shine 
alike in the eyes of the vulgar , so I shall be more 
particularly raieful to search into the vaiious merits 
and pretences of the learned woild Ihis is the 
more necessary, because there seems to be a general 
combination among the pedants to extol one another's 
laboms, and ciy up one another s parts , while men 
of sense, eitlier through that modesty which is na- 
tural to them, or the scorn they have for such tri- 
lijng commendations, enjoy their stock of knowledge, 
like a hidden treasure, with satisfaction and silence. 
Pedantry indeed in learning is like hvpocrisv in reli- 
gion, a form of knowledge without the power ot it j 
that attracts the eyes ot the common people, breaks 
out m noise and show, and finds its xewaid not 
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fiom any inv^taid pleasuie that attends it, but trom 
the praises and appiobations which it icceives' 
fiom men 

Of this shallow'' species tbei e is not s more impor- 
tun ite, empty, and conceited animal, than th it whioh 
IS genei illy known by the nam«c ot i Ciitrc Ibis, 
sn th6 common acceptation ot the word, is one th it, 
without enteiing into the sen^c md soul of an iLUhor„ 
hib a tew gciieial rules, which, 1 kc mcchaii < il in- 
stiuments, he T?pphei to the vvoiks ot e\ciy wiitei 
and as they quadiate with them, pronounces the an- 
thoi peifect or detectne He is mister ot a certain 
setofwoids, as tinily, Style, Fne, Phlegn, 
Watmal, Turn, Sentiment, and the like, which he 
\aiies, compounds, divides, and thiows togethd;, 
m evei) pait of his discouise, without any thought 
or meaning Ihe maiks }Oumay know him b} aie, 
an elevated eye, and dogmatical blow, a j^xisitive 
Woice, and a contempt foi every thing that comes out,, 
whether he has read it oi not He dwells altogethei 
in generals Hepiaises or dispraises m the lump. 
He shakes his head veiy frequently at the pedantry 
of universities, and bursts into laughter when you 
mention an authoi that is 7iot known a<- Will s Her 
hath formed his judgment upon Homer, Horace, 
and Virgil, isot trom tj^eir own works, but fiom 
those of Rapin and BoSsn He knows his owii 
strength so well, that he never dares praise any 
thing m which he has not a French author for hi^ 
voucher. 

With these extr^rdmary talents and accomplish^ 
ments. Sir Timothy Tittle puts mm tn vogue, or 
condemns tliem to obscurity, and sits as judge of 
life and death upon every authoi that appeau, in pub • 
he It IS impossible to represent tlie pangs, agonies, 
and convulsions^ which Sir Timothy expresses m 
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rvery feature of his fece, and muscle of his body, 
upon the reading of a bad poet ^ 

About a week ago, I was engaged, at a friend s 
house of mine, in an agreeable conversation with his 
wife and daughters, -when, in the height of our mirth, 
Sii Timothy, who makes love to my friend s eldest 
daughter, came in amongst us, puffing and blowing 
as if he had been veiy much out of breath He im- 
mediately called for a chair, and desired leave to 
sit down without any fuither ceremony hashed 
him, where he had been ’ whether he was out of or- 
der > He only replied, that he was quite spent, and 
fell a cursing in soliloquy I could hear him cry, 

“ A wicked logue An execiable wretch— -Was 

there ei er such a monster' — ^The young ladies up- 
on this began to be affnghted, and asked, whether 
any one had hurt him > He answeied nothing, but 
still talked to himself « To lay the first scene, ’ says 
he, "m St James’s-parfc, and the last in North- 
amptonshire'” “IsthatalP” said I “Then I sup- 
pose you have been at the rehearsal 'of a play this 
morning ” “ Been '” says he, " I have been at 
Northampton, in the Park, m a lady’s bed-chamber, 
m a dimng-room, every where, the rogue has led 
me such a dance—” Though I could scarce forbear 
laughing at his discourse, I told him I was glad it 
was no worse, and that he was only metaphorically 
weary “In short. Sir,” says he, “theauffiorh^ 
not observed a single Unity mhis whole play, the 
scene shifts m every dialogue, the villain has hur- 
ried me up and down at such a rate, that I am tired 
off tny legs.” I could not but observe with some 
pleasure, that the young lady whom he made love to, 
conceived a very just aversion towards him, upon 
seeing him so very passionate m tnfles And as she 
bad that natural sense w hich makes her a better judge 
than a tnousand antics, she began lyi rally him upon 

VOL. IV. L 
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this foolish humour For my part/’ says slie, I 
never knew a play take that w?s written up to }our 
rules, as you call them’* ‘^How, Midam’” says 
he that }oui opinion^ I am suie you ha\e a 
bettei taste ” It is a pietty kind ot magic/ says 
she, ‘^the poets have, to tianspoit an audience from 
place to place without the help of a coach and horses, 
I could tia\el round the world at such a rate It is 
such an entertainment as an enchantiess finds \\hen 
she fancies heiself in a wood, or upon a mountain, 
at a feast, oi a solemnity, though at the same time 
she has nevei stared out of her cottage ” "‘lour 
simile. Madam,’ sa}s Sir limothy, ""is by no 
means just ""Pray,” s^ys she, #iet my similes 
pass without a cntici'^m I must confess,” continued 
she, (foi I found she was resolved to exasperate hiiii) 
"" I^laughed very heartily at the last new comedy 
which you found so much fault with ” But, Ma- 
dam, says he, "" you ought not to have laughed, 
and I defy any one to shew me a single rule that you 
could laugh by ’ "" Ought not to laugh ’ sa> s she , 

pi ay \vdio should hinder me ^ "" Madam,’ says he, 

there are such people in the \/oild as Rapin, I) icitr, 
and several others, that ought to hate spoiled your 
miith” ‘"I ha\e heard/ says the young lady, 
that youi great critics are always very bad poets 
I fancy theix, is as much difference between the 
woiks of the one and the otLei, as the^c is between 
the carnage of a danemg-raaster, and a gentleman* 
I must confess,” continued she, "" I would not be 
tioublcd with so fine a judgment as yours is, for I 
find you feel moie vexation m a bad comedy, than 
I do in a deep tragedy ” ""Madam,” says Sii Tmir^ 
thy, "" that is not my fault , they should learn the 
art of wilting ” ""For my pait,” says the young 
lidy, ‘"I should think the gieatest ait in yom writers 
of comedies is to please/ ""To please'” says Sir 
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Timothy , and immediately fell a laugliing Ti u- 

ly/* sa} s that is riy opinion ’ Upon this, he 

composed his countenance, looked upon his \^atcii, 
and took his leave 

I hear that Sn Timothy has not been at my friend’s 
house since this notable conference, to the great sa« 
tisfaction of the young lady, who by thi& means has 
got nd of a veiy impertinent fop 

I must confess, 1 could not but observe, with a 
great deal of surprize, how this gentleman, by his 
ill-nature, folly, and alFectation, had made himself 
capable of suflering so uiany imaginary pams, and 
looking with such a senseless seventy upon the com-* 
mon diversions of life 
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’"Dmnda^ tacenda locuius 


fiOR Ep, VII 7** 


► He 


Oi right, or wrong, what came into his head* 


FsAHcrs* 


White's Chocolate-house, May i 

The world is so overgrown with singulaiities m be- 
haviour, and method of living, that I have no sooner 
laid before mankind the absuidity of one specicb of 
men, but theie starts up to my \iew some ne\t sect 
ot unpertinents that had befoie escaped notice This 
afternoon, as I was talking with fine Mrs Spiightly ^ 
L a 
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porter, aud desiring admittance upon an extraordi- 
nary occasion, it was my fate to be spied by Tom 
Modely pding by in his chariot He did me the 
honour to stop, and ashed, what I did there on a 
Monday I answered, that I had business of im- 
portance, which I wanted to communicate to the 
lady of the botise ” Tom is one of those fools, who 
look upon knowledge of the fashion to be the only 
liberal science , and was so rough as to tell me* that 
a well-bred man would as soon call upon a lady, who 
ieeps a day, at midnight, as on any day but that 
which she professes being at home. There are rules 
and decorums,” adds he, which are never to be trans- 
gressed by those who understand the world, and he 
who ofTendb in that kind, ought not to take it ill if 
he IS turned away, even when he sees the person 
look out at her window whom he inquires for 

Nay,” said he, *^my Lady Dimple is so positive 
In this rule, that she takes it for a piece of good- 
breeding and distinction to deay herself with her own 
jnouthf Mrs Comma, the great scholar, insists up- 
on It, and I myself have heard her assert, That a 
lord's porter, or a lady’s woman, cannot be said to 
lie m that case, because they act by instruction , and 
iheir words are no more their own, than those of a 
puppet ” 

He was going on with Ins nbaldiy, when on a sud- 
den he looked on his watch, and said, had 
twenty visits to make,” and drove away without fur- 
thei ceremony I wa<! then at leisure to ledect upon 
the tasteless mannei of life, which a set of idle fel- 
lows lead in this town, and spend youth itself with 
less spirit, than other men do their old age These 
expletives in human society, though they are m them- 
selves wholly insignificant, become of some consi- 
deration when they are mixed with othei s I am 
vejy much at a loss how to define, or under v.hat 
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chatacter> distinction, or denomination, to place 
them, except vou give me leave to call them the 
order of the Insipids This order is in its extent like 
that ot the Jesuits , and you see of them in every 
way of life, and in eveiy profession Tom Model/ 
has long appeared to me at the head of this species. 
By being habitually in the best company, he know s 
perfectly w ell when a coat is well cut, or a periwig 
well mounted As soon as you enter the place where 
he 1$, he tells the next man to him, who is your tay*- 
lor, and judges of you more from the choice of your 
penw ig-maker than of your friend His business 
in this world is to be well dressed , and the greatest 
circumstance that is to be recorded in his annals is, 
tliat he wears twenty skirts a week Thus, without 
ever speaking reason among the men, or passion 
among the women, he is every where received , 
and, witliout any one man s esteem, he has every 
raan*s indulgence 

This order has produced great numbers of tolera-» 
ble copiers m painting, good rhymers in poetry, and 
harmless projectors in politics You may see them 
at first sight grow acquainted hy sympathy , inso- 
much, that one who had not studied nature, and did 
not know the true cause of their sudden familiarities, 
would think that thej had some secret intimation of 
each other, like the Free-masons The other day at 
Will’s I heard Modely, and a critic of the same or- 
der, shew their equal talents with great delight The 
learned Insipid was, commending Racine's turns , the 
genteel Insipid, Devilher s curb 

These creatures, when they are not forced into 
any particular employment for want of ideas in their 
own imaginations, are the constant plague of ail they 
meet with, by inquiries for news and scandal, which 
makes them the heroes of visiting-days , where they 
help the design of the meeting, which is to pass away 
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thit odious thing called time, m discourses too trivial 
to raist any ledections which may put well-bred 
pel sons to the tiouble of thinking 

Fiom m7f own Apartment:, May i 

I w^as looking out of my parloui -window this 
morning, and leceiving the honouis which Margery, 
the railk-maid to our lane, w^as doing me, by danc- 
777 q before my dooi with the plate ^ half her cus- 
tomers on her head, when Mr Clayton, the author 
of Arsmoe, made me a visit, and desired me to m- 
seit the following advertisement in my ensuing 
pa]>er 

The pastoral Masque, composed by Mi Clayton, 
author of Ai since, will beperfoimedon Wednesday, 
the third instant, in the great room at York build- 
ings Tickets to be had at White s Cbocolate-liouse, 
St James’s CoiFee house, m St James s-slieet, and 
Young Man s Coffee house 

Note, the tickets delivered out for the twenty- 
seventh of April, will be then taken ’* 

When I granted his lequest, I made one to him, 
winch w'-as, that the pel formers should put their m- 
straraents in tune befoie the audience came in, for 
that I thought the resentment of the Eastern prince, 
who, according to the old story, took tuning for 
playing, to be very just and natural He was so 
civil, as not only to piomise that favoux , but also to 
assure me, that he would order the heels of the per- 
formers to le muffled in cotton, that the artists in so 
polite an age as ours, may not intermix with their 
haimony, a custom, winch so neaily resembles 
the stamping-dances of the West-Indians or Hot- 
tentots 

Advertisements 

*** A Bass viol of Mr Bickei staff’s acquaintance, 
whose mind and foitune do not very eiactJ/ agree. 
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proposes to set himself to sale by* way of lotteiy 
Ten thousand pounds is the sum to be raised, at 
thiee-pence a ticket^ m consideration that theie aie 
moie women who are willing to be married, than, 
that can spare a gi eater sum He has alieady made 
o\ er lus person to trustees foi the said money to be 
forthcoming, and ready to take to wife the foi tunate 
woman that vms him 

N B Tickets aie given out by Mr Chailes 
Liilie, and by Mr John Morphew Each adven- 
turer must be a viigin, and subscribe her name to 
her ticket 

f>lt Whereas the several church wai dens of most 
of the parishes v ithm the bills of mortality have m an 
earnest manner applied themselves by way of petition, 
and ha\e also made a piesentment, of the vain and 
loose deportment duiing divine service, ofpeisons 
of too great figure m all their said parishes for their 
i^pioof and wheieas it is therein set forth, that by 
salutations given each other, hints, shmgs, ogles, 
playing of fans, fooling with canes at their mouths, 
and other wanton gesticulations, their whole con- 
gregation appears rather a theatrical audience, than 
an house of devotion , it is hereby ordered, that all 
Canes, Cravats, Bosom-laces, MujS's, Fans, 

Lowes, and all other instruments made use of to give 
pel sons unbecoming airs, shall be immediatey for- 
feited and sold , and of the sum arising fiom the sale 
theieof, a ninth part shall be paid to the poor, and 
the rest to the overseers 
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Sfgftius trmtant anmos demtssa per aureSf 
^am sunt acuks sumissajideithus 

HOR AraPoet iSo, 

— — ^Whnt we heat, 

With weaker f>issioii will affect the heirtf 

Than w hen the fauhfal eye beholUs the par t Francis 

From my oyi^n Apartment^ May % 

Having received notice, Uiat the famous actor Mr 
Betterton, was to be inteired this evening in the 
cloysters near Westminster-abbey, I as resolved to 
walk thither, and see the last office done to i maa 
VI horn I had always very much admired, and horn 
whose action I had received more strong imprebsions 
of what IS great and noble in human nature, than 
from the arguments of the most solid philosophers, 
or the descriptions of the most charming poets I had 
read As the rude mi untaught multitude aie no 
wiy wrought upon more effectually, than by seeing 
public punishments and executions , so men of letteis 
and education feel their humanity most forcibly 
exei cised, when they attend the obsequies of men 
who had arrived at any perfection m liberal accom* 
plisbments Theatrical action is to be esteemed as 
such, except it be objected, that we cannot cdl that 
pn irt whicli cannot be attained by art Voice, sta- 
ture, motion, and Other gifts, must be very bounti- 
fi lly bestowed bv nature, or labour and industry will 
push the unhappy endeatourer in that way the 
Akher off his wishes 
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Such an actor as Mr Bettei ton ought to be record- 
ed with the same respect is Roscius among the Ra- 
mans The greatest orator has thought fit to quote 
his judgment, and celebrate his life Roscius was 
the example to all that ’would form theinaeJves into 
proper and winning behaviour His action was so 
well adapted to the sentiments he expiessed, that the 
youth of Rome thought they wanted only to be Vir-* 
tuous, to be as graceful m their appearance as Ro- 
scius The imagination took a lively impression of 
what was great and good, and they, who never 
thought of setting up for the art of imitation, became 
themselves inimitable characters 
There is no human^nven^-ion so aptly calculated 
for the forming a free-born people as that of a 
theatre Tully reports, that the celebrated player 
of whom I am speaking, used frequently to say, 
1 he perfection of an actor is only to become what 
he is doing ” Young men, who are too unattentivc 
to receuc lectures, are iiresistibly taken with per- 
formances Hence it is, that I extremely lament the 
little relish the gentry of this nation have, at present, 
for the just and noble xcpresentations in some of our 
tragedies The operas, which arc of late introduced, 
can leave no trace behind them that can be of ser- 
vice beyond the present moment To sing, and to 
dance, are accomplishments very few have any 
thoughts of practising, but to speak justly,^ 
move gracefully, is what every man thinks he 
perform, or v ishes he did 

I ln\e haidly a notion, that any performer of an- 
tiquity could surpass the action of Mr Betterton m 
any of the occasions in which he has appeared on our 
stage The wonderful agony which he appeared m, 
■when he examined tiie circumstance of the handker- 
chief in Othello, the mis^ture of loVe that intruded 
upon his maid, upon the innocent answers Desdc- 
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mom makes, betrayed m his gesture such a variety 
and vicissitude of passions, as would admonish a 
man to be afi aid of his own heart , and pei fectly coi> 
% ince him, that it is to stab it, to admit tiiat w orst 
of daggers, jealousy Whoever leids in his closet 
this 'idniuable scene, will find that he cannot, except 
he has as warm an imagination as Shak«peaie hini- 
s^It, find any but diy, incoherent, and bioken sen- 
tences but a leadei that has seen Betterton act it, 
observes, tiiere could not be a ’woid added, that 
longer speeches had been unnatuial, nay, impossible, 
m Othello s circumstances The charming passage 
in the same tiagedy, vdieie he tells the manner of 
\\innmg tlie afiection of his mistress, was urged witli 
so moving and giacetul an energy, that, while I 
walked in the cIo}sters, I thought of him with the 
same concern as if I waited for the remains of a per- 
son, who had m real life done all that I had seen 
him represent The gloom of the p’ace, and famt 
lights befoie the ceremony appealed, contributed to 
the melancholy disposition I was in and I began to 
be extiemely afilicted, that Brutus Cassius had any 
difference , that Hotspur s gallantry was so unfortu- 
nate , and tliat the rairtli and good humour of Fal- 
st iff could not exempt him from tliegiwe Nay, 
this occasion, m me who look upon the distinctions 
amongst men to be merely sceiiical, laised reflec- 
tions upon the eraptines-* of all human perfection and 
gieatness in general, and I could not but regret, 
that the sacied beads which lie buried m the neigh- 
bourhood of this little poition of eartli, in which my 
poor o\d friend is deposited, aie retained to dust as 
well as he, and that there is no difference in the 
giave between the imaginary and the real mo- 
narch, This made me say of hum in life itselfa 
with Macbeth, 
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To moirow^ to morroxv, and to-morrow’. 

Creeps in * stealing pace fiom thy to day, 

To the hst mcment of recouled time * 

And all ow ye^ierda>s have lighted fiiols 
To then eternal night * Out, out, shot t candle ! 

Life’s nut a walking shadow, a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the sta^e, 

And then is heard no r^oie 

The mention I have here made of Mr Betterton, 
for whom I had, as long as 1 ha\e known any thing, 
a very gieat esteem and giatitnde for the pleasure 
he ga\e me, can do him no good, bat xt may possi- 
bly be of service to the unhappy w oman he has left 
behind him, toha\eit known, that this great tra- 
gedian was never m a scene half so moving, as the 
circumstances of his aflairs cicated at Ins departure 
His wife, after a cohabitation or forty years in the 
strictest amity, has long pined away with a sense of 
his decay, as w eli in his person as his little fortune, 
and, m proportion to that, she has herseT decayed 
both in her health and reason Her husbands deatli, 
added to her age and mfirmities, would certainly 
ha\e deteim her life, but tliat the greatness ot 
her distress has been hei relief, by a present depi i- 
vation of her senses This absence of leason is her 
best defence against age, sonow, poverty, and sick- 
ness I dwell upon this account so distinctly, in 
obedience to a cei tain great spint, who hides hei 
name, and has by letter applied to me to recommend 
to her some object of compassion, from whom she 
may be concealed 

This, I think, is a piopei occasion for ejterting 
such heroic generosity, and as there is an ingenuous 
shame in those who ha\e known better fortune, to 
be reduced to receive obligations, as well as a becom** 
ing pain m the truly genea ous to receive thanks, m 
this case both those delicacies are preserved; for the 
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oerson obliged is as incapable of knowing her bene- 
Hcti es.s, as her bendattress is unwilling to be known 
by her 

AovrnTISEMENT 


Whereas it hath been signilied to the Censor, 
♦hat under the pieteiice that he has encouraged the 
Mmns Picturjiini particularly adnured the IPalk- 
tns Statiie, some pcisons within the libeilies of 
Westminster hate tended uallmg Pictures, inso- 
much that the said pictures have, within fetv days 
after sales by uiction, returned to the habitations of 
their first pioprietors, that matter has been narrowly 
looked into, and orders are giten to Pacolct, to take 
notice ot all u ho are concerned in such frauds, \tith 
directions to draw their pictuies, that they may be 
hanged tn e^gii, m Urrerrem to all auctions lor the 
future 
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Ptom my own Apartment, May ^ 
jSTsvEK. was man so much teazed, or suffeied ^If 
so much uneasiness, as I have done this evening be- 
tween a couple of fellows, with whom I was unfor- 
tun itely engaged to sup, where theie were also seve- 
ral others in company One of them is the most 
invincibly impudent, and the other as incomgibly 
absurd Upon hearing my name, the man of auda- 
city, as he calls himself, began to assume an aukward 
way of restive by way of ridicule upon me as a Cen- 



K° I6S. TAl LER, 3^1 

faM, and snI, ^^’he must ha\e a caie of his behave- 
^ ir, tot there wtiuld iioK'i be wiit U} on '^31 that 
^^lould pass * The imn of fieedom and ease, toi A 4 ph 
tnc otlier thinks himselt, asked me, wIietheF^iy' 
Ulster Jenny a\as bieedipg or not^ * After the} had 
Jone witlimt, they 'vteie impertinent to a very smart,. 
La t u eE-bicd mm , v ho stood his ground \eiy\\ eilj, 
ad let the company «!ee tlie / ought, but could not, 
De out of countenance I look upon such a defence 
i real good nction, for while he receued their 
fue, theie viss a modest and v&oithy young gentle- 
1 1 ui sat seen e by him, and a lady of the family at 
the sanae time ginided against the nauseous famili- 
‘Tity of the one, and the more painful math of the 
otlrer 1 his converbatio i, where tiieie w ere t tiiou- 
Mud things said, not woitli repeating, made me 
i.on‘»ider wnth myself, how it is that men of thcbC 
dtsagrecable characters often go guat lengthb m the 
w arid, and seldom fad of oat-stnpping men of merit, 
r ly, succeed so well, that, with a load of imperfec- 
3ons on their heads, they go on m opposition to ge- 
i cial dib^bteem, while tiu} who aie tvtry way their 
upcuois, languish aw ly then day?, though po^soss- 
c 1 eirthe approbation and good-will ot all who know 
1 itm 

It we would examine into the secret springs of 
^honui the impudent md the alsurdy we shall find, 
though they bear a great resemblanoe in their beha- 
lur, that they rno\e upon very diffeient principles 
1 ne impudent are pressing, though the} know they 
e disagieeable , the ahnrd ue iinpoitunate, be- 
4 Hise they think they aie accept ibk impudence is 
\ vice, and Absurdity a folly Sir Francis Bacon 
1 k> very agreeably upon the subject of Imp'id nto* 
iE^ tikCb notice, that the oiator being asked what 
the first, second, and third requisite to m ike i 
* i<“sixaker> stdi auswend, actio i llus, saidhe> 
't ox. l\ M 
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is the veiy outvard foim of speaking, and yet it is 
■vehat v^ith the generalitv has more ioice tha n the 
mo^ corsummate abilities Impudence is to the 
rest of mankind of the same use which action is to 
or?tois 

The tmth is, the gioss of men are goveined more 
by appearances than leahties, and the imp u den j nan 
in hi^ air and behaviour undeitakes foi hirn'cli that 
he has ability and merits while the modest oi diffi^ 
dent gives himsejf up as one who is po^sc c^ecl c f nei- 
ther For this loison, men of fjont caj i} thinp s be- 
foie them with little opposition, and make so skil- 
ful an use of then talent, that they can siowout of 
humour like men of consequence, and be ^our, and 
make their dissatisfaction do them the same seivice 

desert Tins w ly of thinking h is often fui nished 
me with an apology foi gieat men vvl o confer fa- 
vours on the impudent In cairymg on the govern- 
ment of mankind, they aie not to considei what men 
they themselves ippiove m then closets and private 
coineisatious, but what men will extend iliemstlves 
TLia3e.t, and moie genenlly pass upon the world 
toi such as their patrons ^^a^t in such anc such sta- 
hons, and consequently tile so muJi woik ofi tlxo 
hands of those who employ them 
Far be it, that I should attempt to lessen the ac- 

meet with la 
pioposeonH, that they who 
flisni ® difFeieut kind would accomplish 

diemselves m some degree with this quality, of wLch 
I am now treating Nav, I allow these gentremS 

^ u foitunes, but not to in- 

h nde upon others ui con\cisation also Lc t the m do 
what they can cutli the iich and the meat, as f n ,t 
y are suffered but let them not iiifcnunt tie 
dasyaud agreeable They may beuaefdSam: 
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in ambition, bnt nevOi m associates in pleisuie 
Hon^e\ei, as I ould sbU duve at something insti ac- 
tive in e'very Lucub ation, 1 must recommend it to 
all men \ ho feel m themsehes an impulse towards 
attempting ]*iudable actions, to acquiie such a de- 
gree ot assuiaiice, as ne’^er to lo«e the possession of 
toemsches in public oi pnvate, so far as to be inca- 
pable of acting With a due di corum on any occa-iiOii 
they are called to It a mean want of foititude 
in a good man, not to be ab^e to do a Virtaou's action 
With as much coniiderce as an impudent fellow does 
an ill one There is ro w ay of mending such false 
modesty, but h\ h}mo it dov\n for a rule, tliat 
theie is nothing shimeinl but what is criminal 
The Jemits, an ordc i whose institution is per^ 
fectly calculated foi maVing a progress m the world, 
take caie to accomph‘>h their di ciples foi it, by 
breaking them of all impertinent bashfulness, and 
accustoming them to a ready performance ot ail in- 
diffeient things I remember in mj traveLi uhen 
I was once at a public eKcrcise in one of their schcxiJs, 
a young man made a most admirable speech, with all 
the beauty of action, cadence of voice, and foice of 
argument imaginable, m defence of tlie io\ e of glory 
We weie ail euamouicd \ ith the giace of the youth, 
as he came down fiom the desk wheie he spoke, to 
present a cop) of his speech to the head of the soci- 
et) The principal leceived it m a veiy obliging 
m inner, and bid h m go to the market-place and 
fetch a joint of meat, fei he should dine with him 
He bowed, and m a tnee tlie orator retuined, full 
of the sense of glory ni this obedience, and with the 
best shouldei ot mutton in tlie market 

This treatment capacitates ih^ n tor every scene of 
life I there fo’^e recommend it to consideration 
otall who hate the lU'itruction of vonth, \yhich otthe 
two IS the moie inexcusable, L- \JiO dues e\eiy 
M 2 
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thmg by tlie mere force of his impudence, oi he 
perfoms nothing through the oppiession of his mo 
desty ^ In a word, it is a weakness not to be able to 
attempt what a man thinks he ought, and there is a 
modesty but in self-denial 

P S Upon m} coming home, I received the fol- 
lowing petition and lettei 

The humble petition of Saaah Lately, 
Skew eth 

That your petitioner has been one of those ladier* 
who has had fine things constantly spoken to her 
in general terms, and lived, during her most bloom- 
ing years, in daily expectation of declarations of mar- 
riage, but never bad one made to hei 

That she is nowmhei grandclimacteucj which 
being above the space of four virginities^ accounting 
at fifteen years each , 

Your petitioner most humbly prays, that in 
the lottery for the Bass-viol she may have 
four tickets, m consideration tliat her single 
life has been occasioned by the inconstancy 
of her lovers, and not through the cruelty or 
frowardness of your petitioner 

And your Petitioner shall, fire ’ 

'^Mr Bickerstafp, lyio 

** According to my fancy, you took a much better 
v;a.y to dispose of a Bass-viol in yesterday’s papei , 
than you did in your Table of Marriage I desue 
the benefit of a lottery for myself too — —The man 
ner of it I le^ve to your own discretion only if } on 

can allow the tickets at above five fartliings 4 

piece Pray accept of one ticket for your trou-> 
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bie, and I wish you miy be tlie foitunate man 
that w ins 

Your 'i ery humble servant until then, 
Isabella Kit 

I must ow 11 the request of the aged petitioner to 
be founded upon a veiy undeserved distress, and 
since she might, had she had justice done her, been 
motiiei of many pietcnders to this prize, instead of 
being one herself, I do readily giant her demand , 
but as foi the proposal of Mrs isibtlla Kit, I can- 
not project 1 lotteiy toi her, until I ha\esccauty 
she Will {juiiendci heraclf to the winnei 
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0 tut ^ qunnd^) (fo te mfmam ^ q wndoque he hi 
i^utr 1 ptetum hhfSt mm tnertihus honSf 

jPucere sohstta jueun ia ohwia viia ^ 

HOR a Sat \I 


6o 


- • Oh when nn 

Shall I behold the phin ? 

A^kI when with bunks of Sages deep, 

St qne'sterM e^se, and gentle sleep. 

In ‘jwen obhwim, bli^ftil balm 1 
In busy cares of life becalm 

Fiom my oivn Apartment ^ May 8 
Thf summer season now Tpproaclung, seteral of 
oni f^niih Inve invited me to pass away a month or 
two m the country, and indeed nothing couid Ipo 
M 3 
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more agreeable to me than such a recess^ d’d I not 
consider that I am bt/ iwo quarts a worse companion 
than when I ns last among my relations and I am 
adrronishfd bv some of om club, who lately \isited 
Statlorclbhiie, that in^y drink at a greater rate than 
they diJ nl that time As evei> soil does not pro- 
diccc ciy Iruit oi trey., so e-^try \ice is not the 
growth of e\ery kind ot life , and I hn\e, ever since 
I could think, been astonished, that drinking should 
be the tice of the countiy If it weie possible to 
add to all oui senses, as we do to that of sigh^ by 
peispectives, v’-e should methinks more particiduly 
labour to impiove them in the mid-'t the variety 
ojf beauteous objects, which nature has pioduced to 
enteitain us m the country , and do we m the't 
place desUoy the use of what organs ave have ^ As 
for my pail, I cannot but lament the destruction 
that has been made of the wild beasts of the field, 
when I see large tracks of eaith possessed by men 
w^ho take no adiantageof then being rational, but 
lead meie animal lives, making it tneir whole en- 
deavour to kill m themselves all thej have above 
beasts, to wit, the use of reason, and taste of so- 
ciety It IS frequently boasted in the wntmg» of 
oiators and poets, that it is to eloquence and poesy 
we owe that we are drawn out of woods and soli- 
tudes into towns and cities, and from a wild and 
savage being become acquainted with the law s of 
humanity and civility If we aie obliged to these 
arts for so great service, I could wish tliey \vr’«e em- 
ployed to give us a second turn , that ns they have 
brought Ub to dwell in society, a blessing whicli no 
othei creatures know, so they would pu suadc us, 
now they have settled us, to ki> out ail om tlioughts 
in suipassing each othei m those faculties hi which 
only we excel other neatures But it is it pitstnt 
io far otherA ise, that the contc^tiou seems to bt. 
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who shall be most em nent in pcr'uimances v hciein 
beasts enjo} greater abilities than veh'^^e I mil 
undertake, weie the butlei and at y 

true Fsqiiires in Gieat-Bntain, to I eep eoni- 
paie accounts of what wa^-his djiuiK ip iv so m'^ny 
hours in the pai lour md the pig-st^e, xt wcaLI 
pear, the gentleman of the hoii^K. gu Co much iro e 
to his fiiends than bis hogs 
This ^\ith many other evils, arises frop"* erio 
m men s judgnaents, and not making true clistincti^'n^ 
between persons and things It is i Su-^My thought 
that a few sheets of parchment, made be^oie a mde 
and a female of wealthy houses come together, give 
the heii-» and descendants ot that luaiaagepossession 
of lands and tenements , but the truth is, theie is 
no man who can be said to be pioprietor of an 
estate, but hevtho knows hovv to enjoy it Nay, 
it shall nfici be allowed, that the land is not a 
wastCj when the master is unciluvated Theie- 
fore, to avoid confusion, it is to be noted,^ that a 
peasant with a great estate is but an mrumhent, 
and that he must be a gentleman to be a landlord 
A landlord enjoys what he has with his heart, an 
incumbent with his stomach Gluttony, duinken- 
ncss, and not, are the entertainments of an incum-' 
bent, benevolence, civility, social and human vir- 
tues, the accomplishments of a landloid Who^ 
th it has any passion for bis native country, does not 
think It worse than conquered, when so large di- 
mensions ot it aie in the hands of savages, tiiat 
know no use of property, but to be tyrants , or h- 
beity, but to be unmannerly^ A gentleman m a 
country -life enjoys paradise wath a temper fit for 
jt , a clown cursed in it with all the cutting and 
unruly passions man could be tormented with wbent 
he w as expelled from it* 



128 TATLER. 169 

There is no character more deservedly esteemed 
than that of a country gentleman, who understand!, 
the station in which Hea\eii and Nature have placed 
him He is father to his tenants, and patron to Im 
neighbours, and is more supeiior to tliose of !o^ ci 
fortune by his benevolence than his possessions He 
justly divides his time between solitude and com 
pany, so as to use tlie one for tlie other His life 
IS spent m the good offices of an advocate, a le- 
jferee, a companion, a mediator, and a friend IL*, 
counsel and knowledge are a guard to the simplintv 
and innocence of thobC of lower talents, and the f i - 
terlainment and happiness of those of equal Wht ti 

a man m a country4ife has this turn, as it is hope d 
thousands have, he Uves in a moie happy conditio, 
than any that is described m die pastoiai description , 
of poets, or die vam-glonous solitudes recorded 1/ 
philosophers 

To a dunking man it would seem prodigiot , 
that the veiy situation m d couptiy-hfe does not u - 
dine men to a scorn of the mean gratifications sou < 
take m it To stand by a stream, naturally lulls (h< 
mind into composure and reverence , to walk in 
shades, diversifies that pleasure , and a bright mu 
shine makes a man consider all nature ingladne-"':, < 

himself the happiest being m it, as he jis the iro^r 
conscious of her gifts and enjoyments It woii\l I ^ 
the most impertinent piece of pedantry imng'n 
to form our pleasures by imitation of others I i}i 
not therefbie mention Scipio and LaeliuSi who \ « 
generally produced on dus subject as authorities it 
the charms of a rural life * He that does not f i 
the force of agieeabJe victJvs and situations in i 
own mind, will Jlwidly arn\e at the satisfiictjoi s 

* Cicero «De Or.tore,” Lib 11 6, and « Dc Airio i , 
fasstfti ' 
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they bring from the reflections of others How ever, 
they who Inve i taste that viny, are more paiticu-* 
lai ly inflamed with desne, wh^n they see others m 
the enjoyment of lU especial I vthen men carry into 
the country a knovt ledge ol the \torJd as well <j{> of 
nature Ihe leisme ot such prisons is endeaied and 
refli^d by leflectioii upon cates and inquietudes 
The absenoe of past hbouis doubles piesent plea- 
suies, -uhich is still lugmented, if the person m so- 
litude has the happiness of being addicted to letters 
My cousin Frank Bickcrstaffgnes me a very good 
notion of this sort ot fehciiy in the following 
letter 


Siu, 

I write this to communicate to j^ou the happi- 
ness I have m the neighbouihood and conversation 
of the noble lord, whose health you inquired after 
an your last I ha\e bought drat little ho^el which 
borders upon his royalty , but am so far from being 
oppressed by his greatness, that I, who know no 
envy, and he, wdio }$ above pride, mutually re- 
commend ourselves to each othei by the difference 
of our fortunes He esteems me for being so well 
pleased with a little, and 1 admire him foi enjoying 
fio handsomely a great deal He has not the little 
taste of observing the colour of a tulip, or the 
edging of a leaf of bo^i , but rejoices in open % lews, 
the regularity of this plantation, and the wildness of 
another, as well as the fall ot a nvei, the using of 
a promontory, ind all other oojects fit to enteitair a 
mind like his, that has been long versed in greit and 
public amusements Ihe make of the soul is as 
much seen in leuure as in business He has long 
lived m couits, and been admired n assemblies , 
so that he has added to experience a most chaiming 
eloquence, by which he communicates to me the 
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idtas of my own mind upon the objects we meet 
with so agieeably, that with his company m tho 
fields, 1 at once enjoy the country, and a landscape 
of It He IS now altering the course ot canals ai^ 
xnulets, in \thich he has an eye to his neighbom s 
i#atisfactiOa, as well as his own He often makes 
me presents by tuining the watei into my grounds, 
and <?ends me lish by their own streams 1 o avoid 
my thanks, he mAes nature the instiument of 
bounty, and does all good offices so much w itli the 
air of a companion, that his fiankness hides hisowa 
condescension, as well a«> my gratitude. Leave the 
world to Itself, and come see us 

Your affectionate cousin, 

Feanc^s Bicicnnsi iFr ** 
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Tortunn savo laetu negoiio^ &f 
LtidiPft tnutUntem tuderefertinax^ 

Trammutat mcett6s h nores^ 

Nufwmiht^ nunc aha he itgtia 

HOR 3 04 XXIX 49, 

But Fortune, 

Indulges her 

Ami con tam plavs hef hat^iy g »me, 

Pi oud of her office to desti o) , 

To-day to me !ier boumy flow®, 

Anti now to others sl*e the bliss bestows# 

FUAI^CtS 

Prom my own Jpmtment^ May lo 
IIa^i\o this morning spent some time m readia 
1 tne suoject of the vicisytudc of human life, ‘ 
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laid aside my book, and began to ruminate on the 
discourse which raised in me those reflections I 
believed it a very good office to the woild, to sit 
down and show otheis the road, m which I am ex- 
perienced by my wanderings and errois Ibis is 
beneca s way of thinking, and he had half con- 
vinced me, how dangerous it is to our tiue happi- 
ness and tranquillity, to fix our minds upon any 
thing winch is in the power of fortune It is ex- 
cusable only in animals who have not the use of 
reason, to be catched by hooks and baits Wealth, 
gloiy, and power, which the ordinary people look 
up ai \»^ith admiiation, the learned and wise know 
to be only so many snares laid to enslave them* 
*liiere is nothing faither to be sought for with ear- 
nestness, than what will cloath and feed us If we 

pamper ourselves in our diet, or give our imagina'^ 
tions a loose in oui desiies, the body will no longer 
obey the mind Let us think no fuither than to 
defend ourselves against hunger, thirst, and cold* 
We aie to lemember that every thing else is despi- 
cable, and not worth our care To want little is 
true grmtleur, and very few things aie great, to a 
great mind Those who form their thoughts m this 
manner, and abstract themselves from the world, 
are out of the w^ay of foitune, and can look with 
contempt both on her favours and her frowns At 
the same time, they who separate therpselves ifotn 
the immediate corameice with tlie busy part of 
mankind, aie still btnehcial to them, while, by 
their studies and writings, they recommend to them 
tlie small \ alue which ought to be put upon what 
they pursue with so much labour and disquiet 
Wl lie such men are thought the most idle, they 
aie the most usefully tmplo}ed They have all 
things, both human and divine, undei considei*a' 
t’oii lo be pexfcctly flee from the insults of for^ 
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taae, we should ^lrn ourselves with their le- 
flections We should lenin, tliat none but intel- 
lectual possessions are wliat we can piopeily call out 
ovn All things from w-ithout aie but bouowed 
What fortune gives us, is notoms, andwhatevu 
she gives, she can take away 
It IS a common imputation to Seneca, tint though 
he declaimed with so much strength ot leason, and 
a stoical contempt ot iiches and powei, he was at 
tlie same time one of tlie richest and most powerful, 
men in Rome 1 know no instance of his being in- 
solent in that fortune, and can iheietoie read his 
thoughts on those subjects with the moie deference 
I Will not give philosophy so poor a look as to saj it 
cannot live in courts, but I am ot opinion, that it 
IS there in the gieatcst emmeuc , when, amidst tlie 
affluence ot all the woi Id c.iii bestow, and the ad- 
dresses of a crowd who tollow lum for that leason, a 
man can think both of himselt and those about him, 
abstracted from these ciicumstances Such a phi- 
losophei IS as much ibove an anchoiife, as a wise 
matron, who passes tin ough t!ic wukl with iiino- 
cence, is pitferable to the nun who locks liuselt ui> 
from It 


hull of these thoughts, I left my lodging, and 
took a w'alk to the court-uid <^f the tow n , and the 
huiiy and busy faces I met with about Whin - 
hsJJ, made me form to mjself ideas of the different 
prospects of all I ssw, fiom the turn and cast ot 
rethought, had the same 
tomgmview butpiosccuted their hopes with a 
dilterent air Some showed an unbecoramv caacr- 
ness, some a surly impatience, some a winning de- 
fen nee, but the generality a seivile compJ usance 
I could not but observe, ss I loved about the ot- 
pces, that ill who were still but m eepeotation, 
^mmuredat Fortune, and all w ho had oht mied 
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thcu wishes, immeducel> begin to then was 
no such bciiig L-ich belic\cd it in ^ict of blind 
chance that any othei man was pietcr**ed, but 
oieul 01 ly to sen ce and mcr t what he had ob- 
luiiodh’mbclt It IS the fmlt ot stuhous men to 
ipjitai 111 public with too contemplative a ciniage, 
nidi began to observe, that my hgiire, age, and 
diess, made me particulir, foi which reason, I 
tliought It better to remov e a studious ccuiitenancc 
li )m among bu^y one&, and take a turn w^th a 
fi cn 1 in the PriMj-gcu dtn 

\VhLii my trier d was alone with me theic, 
I-a’ 1C, said he, I know }ou con'e abioad oi ly 
to morih7e nid make obscivations, and I \^ill cairy 
}ou haid by, wbeie you shall see all thit \oa have 
yoirsclt coiisideiea or reid in author'^, or collected 
trom experience, concerning blind Fortune and uic- 
si'tib’e Destiny, illustrated in real persons, and pm- 
pci mech i iisms The Graces, the Muses, the 
lates, all the beings w hich have a good oi ill in* 
Hucikl, upon humnn life, are, you will s^y, \ery 
justiv hgured in tl e persons of women, and where 
J iiii ( iri}ing \ou, )ou will see enough of tint sqk 
togethci, in in cm plo}mftit which will have «o im- 
poiiaiit an efiect upon those who aie to receive 
tlien inanut leture, a» will mike them be respee- 
tuvcjy e^iiltd Deities or Fanes, as then hboui shall 
prove disadvantageous or successful tp their vo- 
triiies * Without waiting foi my answer, he ear- 
ned me to an apirtment contiguous to the Ban- 
q letuig-house, wiieie there were placed at two 
longtibles a laige corapanv of >oung women, in 
decent and agreeable habits, mak ng up t ckets tor 
the lotiery appointed by the government Theie 
walked between the tables a person who presided 
over the work This gentle voman seemed an em- 
blem ot Fortune, she commaiwied, a$ it ancon-* 
von XV N 
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cerned m their business , and though every thing 
vtab peitormed b} hei direction, she did not \isibly 
mteipose in paiticulais She seemed in pam at oiu 
near app'-onch to her, and most to appiove us 
we made her no advances Her height, hci mien, 
her gesture, bei shape, and her countenance, h^d 
something tbit bpoke familiarity and dignity She 
therefore appeared to fee not only a pictuie ot For- 
tune, but of Fortune $s I liked her , which nic’de 
me break out in the following words 

Madam, 

I am very glad to see the fate of the many, 
■who now languish in expectation of what w ill be 
the event of your labours, m the hands of one vv ho 
can act with so impartial an inditlerence Pardon 
me, that have often seen you befoie, and have lo^t 
}ou foi want of the respect due to you Let me 
beg ot )0u, who have both the tumishing and turn- 
ing of that wheel of lots, to be unlike the rest of 
your sex, lepulse tlie forwaid and the bold, and fa- 
vour the modest and the humble I know you fiy 
the importunate , but smile no more upon the care- 
less Add not to the cofifers of the usuiei , but give 
tiie power of bestowing to tiie geneious Continue 
his vtants, who cannot enjoy oi communicate 
plenty , but turn away his poverty, w ho cm bear it 
with more ejse than he can see it m another ’ 

Advertisemen't 

Whereas Philander signified to Clannda, 
by letter bearing date Thursday twelve o clock, that 
he had lost his heart by a shot from her eyes, and 
desired she would condescend to meet him the same 
day at eight in the evening at Rosamond s-pond , 
faithfully protesting, that m case she would not do 
him that honQur;^ she might see the body of the said 
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Philander the next day floating on the said lake of 
love, and that he desired only three sighs upon view 
of his said body It is desired, if he has not made 
away with himself accordingly, that he would forth- 
With show himself to the coroner ot the city of 
Westminster, or CJannda, being an old ofiender. 
Will be found guilty of wilful murder 
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rixtxtuT dn iana saepe capTtfta^ 

^ropugnat nugts armatus 

HOR 1 Ep XVIU 15, 

He strives for trifles, and for toys contends, 

And then in earnest, what he says, defends 

Giecian CqffeehoUi,ef May 12 

It hath happened to be for some days the delibefatiofSi 
at the learnedest board in this bouse, whence jho- 
iioui and title had its ill bt oiiginal limoleon, who 
IS \eiy particular in his opinion, but is thought par- 
ticular for no other cause but that he acts against 
depraved custom by the rules of nature and leason, 
m a \ery handsome discourse gave the company to 
understand, tint in those ages which first degene- 
rated from the simplicity of life and natural justice, 
the wise among them thought it necessary to inspire 
men with tlie love of \irtue, by giving those vtlio 
adhered to the interests of innocence and truth some 
distinguishing name to raise them above the com*- 

K :2 
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mon le^el of mankind This way of fixing appel- 
lations of credit upon eminent merit, was ^^hat rave 
being to titles and terms of honour “ Such a 
Lml,' continued he, « without the qualities which 
should s«e a man pretence to be exalted above 
others, does but turn him to jest and ridicule 
Should one see another cudgelled, or scui vily treated, 
Z yovL think a man so used would take it kindly to 
be called Hector or Alexander Eve^ thing must 
bear a proportion xvith the outwwd value that is set 
Smt It, or, nstead of being long had in vene- 
ration, that Ver> term of esteem will become a word 
of repioacli ’ When Timoleon had done speaking, 
Urbanus pursued the same purpose, by giving m 
ac co unt of the manner m v hich the Indian kings , 
who vv^ere lately m Great-Bntain, did honour to the 
peison where they Ic^ed “ They were placed 
said he, “m ati handsome apaUmcnt at 
holsterers in King-street, Covent-garden Ihe 
Jnan of the house, it seems, had been very obser- 
vant of tliem, and ready in their service piese 
lUbtand generous princes, who act according to the 
ictates of natuial justice, *o’^ght it p.oper to coii- 
fer some dignity upon their landloid before they left 
his house One ot them had been sick dming his 
lesidence tlieie. and having never befoie been m 
a bed, had a very great vena ation for him who 
made that engine of repose, so useful and so ne- 
cessary m his distress It was consulted arnong the 
tour princes, by what name to dignify his great 
merit and services The emperor of the Mohocks 


About a month before the date of this paper* the four 
Indian k ngs btre spoken of, came into Engl md w iih the west- 
India fleet, in behalf of the six Indian nations, who at ttia 
time inhabited the back country of North America, belween 
New England and the Ft each settlements m Canada* 
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and the other three kings stood tip, and in that pos-* 
ture recounted the civilities they had received , and 
particularly lepeated the care which was taken of 
their sick brother This, in their imagination, who 
are used to know the injuries of weather, and the 
vicissitudes of cold and heat, gave them verj gieat 
impressions of a skilful upholsterer, 'whose furniture 
■was so weU contrived for their piotection on such 
occasions It is vvith these less instructed, I 'will 
not say less knowing people, the manner of doing 
honour, to impose some name significant of the 
fjualities of the person they distinguish, and the 
good ofSces received from him It was tlierefore 
resolved to call then landlord Cairn oque^ which is 
the name of tlie strongest fort in tlieir part of the 
world When they had agieed upon the name^ 
they sent foi then landlord , and as he entered in+o 
their presence, the emperor of the Mohocks, taking 
him by the hand, called him Cadaroque After 
which, the other three prmces repeated the same 
word and ceremony 

Timoleon appeared much satisfied with this ac-« 
count, and, having a philosophic turn, began to 
argue against the modes and manners of those 
nations winch we esteem polite, and fo express 
him&eif with disdam at our u^uai method ot calling 
such as are strangers to our innovations Burlaroui^^ 

I have,” says he, '' so great a deference for the 
distinction given by these pnnees, that Cadaroqm 
shall be my uphoLterei -He was going on , but 
the intended discourse w^as interrupted by Minucio, 
\yho sat near him, a small philosopher, who is also 
somewhat of a politician , one of those who se^s up 
for knowledge by doubting, and has no othei w \v 
of making himself consider Me, but by contra- 
dicting all he hears said He has, beside^ much 
doubt and snirit of contradict^n, a couatant sua- 

N 3 • 
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picion as to state affairs This acconiplislied gen- 
tl man, '^itha veiy awful blow, and a coiintenuice 
full of weight, told Timoleon, th it it w a gicat 
misfoitune men of ietteis seldom looked into the 
bottom of things Will an) man, continue 1 he, 
per-^uade me, that this was not, from the be- 
ginning to the end, a concerted aflan ^ Who can 
com ince the world, that fom kings shall come o\er 
here, and he at the two Crowns and Cushion, and 
one of them fall sick, and the place ibe tailtd King- 
$t7 eet, and all tins by i leie accident ? No, no 1 o 
a man ot \eiT small penetration it appears, that Tee 
Yee Ketn Ho Ga B.ow, cxnperoi of the Mohocks, 
was piepared foi this adventme befoiehand I do 
not caie to contiadict anj gentleman iii his dis- 
course , but I must say, however Ba Ga Ycath Rua 
Geth Ton and E Toil Oh Koam might be surprized 
in this matter, nevertlieless. Ho Ntc Yt^h Taw No 
Raw knew’ it betoie he set foot on the English 
shore ” 

Timoleon looked stedfastly at him for some time , 
then slinked his head, paid for his tea, and marched 
off Several others, who sat round him, were m 
their turns attacked by this ready disputant A gen- 
tleman, who was at some distance, happened m 
dibcouise to say it was foui miles to Hammersmith 

I must beg your pardon,’ says Minucio, when 
we say a place is so fai off, we do not mean exactly 
from the very spot of earth w^e are in, but from the 
town wheie we are, so that you must begin }our 
account from the end of Piccadilly , and if ) ou do 
80, I will Isy any man ten to one, it is not abov e 
three good miles otf ’ Another, about Minucio s 
level ot understanding, began to take him up m this 
impoitant argument, and maintained, lint, con- 
sideiing the w'’ay from Pimhco at the end < f St 
Ja«je»’s-park^ and Jhe crossing from Chelsea Ijf 
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Eari’s-court, he would stand to it, that it was full 
four miles But Minucio replied with great \ehe- 
mence, and seemed so much to have the better of 
the dispute, that his acHeisaiv quitted the field, is 
well as tlie oilier I sat until I saw the table almost 
all \amahed , when, for want of discomse, Mi- 
nucio asked me, How I did to which I an- 
sweied, Veiy well’* "That is very much,” 
said he, " I assure yon, you look paler than oi di- 
nars Nay, thought I, if he wull not allow me to 
know wdietlier I am well or not, there is no staging 
for me neithei Upon which I took my leave, pon- 
dering, as I went home, at this strange poierty of 
imagination, which makes men run into the fault 
of gi\ mg contradiction They w ant in their minds 
entei tainment for themselves or their compan}, and 
therefore build all they speak upon w hat is started 
by others , and since they cannot impiove that foun- 
dation, they strive to desti oy it The only w^ay of 
dealing with people ii> to answ ei m nic^osyl- 
lables, or by way of question When one of them 
tells you a thing that he thinks extraoidmary, I go 
no farther than, " Say you so. Sir > Indeed * Hey- 
day ’ * or, " Ib It come to that These little rules^ 
which appear but silly in the repetition, have 
biought me with great tranquillity to this age And 
I have made it an observation, that as assent as 
more agreeable than fiatteiy, so contradicbon is 
more odious than calumny 

Advertisement 

Mr BickerbtafFs aenal messenger has 
brought him a leport of what passed at the auction 
of pictures, which was m Somerset-house yard on 
Monday last, and finds tiiere were no screens pre* 
but sU transacted with great justice 
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N B All false buyers at auctions being em- 
ployed only to hide others, aie from this day tor- 
w'lrd to be known in Mi Bickei staff's writings by 
the word Screens 
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^ad ^uisque nnteif rtun^uam hmini 
i^autim tit in hirat ■ 

HOR 2 Od XIII 13 

Ko man can tell the dangers of each hour, 

Nor IS prepar d to mce them ■ 

From my ^wn Apartment, May 15 
WHF^ a pi'in IS in a senous mood, and ponders 
upon his own make, with a retrospect to the actions 
oi his life and the many fatal miscarriages in it, 
w hich he owes to ungoverned passions, he is then 
ipt to say to himself, that expericitce has guarded 
him against such errors for the future but nature 
i^ften recurs in spite his best resolutions , and it 
IS to the vtiy end of qur days a struggle between 
our reason and our temper, which shall have the 
empire o cr us However, this is very much to be 
helped b} circumspection, and a constant alarnx 
rgainst the first onsets of passion As this is, in 
general, a necessary csre to make a mm s life eas} 
and agreeable to himself, so it is more particularly 
the duty of such as are engaged in friendship, and 
neaier commerce with others Those who have 
then joys, ha\e also their gnefs m proportion , and 
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none can extremely exalt or depress fnenda, but 
fnends The haish things^, which come from the 
rest ot the world, are received and repulsed with 
that spirit, which every honest man bears for his 
ow n vindication , but unkindness, in words or 
actions, among fnends, affects us at Uie first in»- 
stant in the inmost recesses of our souls Indif- 
ferent people, it I may so say, can wound us only 
in heterogeneous parts, maim us m our legs or 
arms , but the friend can make no pass but at tne 
heart itself On die other side, the most impotent 
assistance, the mere well-wt^hes of a friend, gives 
a man constancy and courage against the most pre- 
vailing force of his enemies It is here only a man 
enjoyt» and suffers to tlie quick For this reason, 
the most gentle behaviour is absolutely necessary to 
maintain friendship in any degree above the com- 
mon level of acquaintance But there is> a relation 
of life much more near than the most strict and sa- 
cred friendship, that is to say, marriage This 
union is of too close and ddicate a nature to be ea- 
sily conceived by those who do not know that con- 
dition by expeuence Here a man should, if pos- 
sible, soften hxs passions , if not for his own ease, 
in compliance to a creature foimed with a mind of a 
quite different make from his own I am sure, I 
do not mean it an injury to women, when I say 
there is a sort of sex m souls I am tender of of- 
fending them, know it n* haid not to do it on 
this subject , but I must go on to say, that the soul 
of a man, and that of a woman, are made very un- 
like, according to the employments foi which they 
are designed The ladies will please to observe, I 
b ly, om minds ha\ e different, not superior, qua-* 
lities to theirs The virtues have respectively a 
masculine and a feminine cast What we call m 
men wisdom, is in women prudmc$ It is a par-^ 
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tiality to call one greater than the other A pi udeni 
woman ib m the same class of honour ns a wise m in, 
and the scandals m the way ot both aic equall} dan- 
geious But to make this state an> thing but a bax- 
den, and not hang a weight upon our very beings, 
it la proper each ot the couple should frequently re- 
member, that there aie many things winch grow 
out of their very natures that aie pardonable, nay 
becoming, when considered as such, but without 
that refiectton must give the quickest pam and vex- 
ation To manage well a great family, is as w’-or- 
tiiv an instance ot capacity, as to execute a great 
employment and for the generality, as women 
perform the considerable part of their duties, as 
well as men do theus, so in tlieii common be-, 
haviour, females of ordinary genius are not more 
trivial dian the common rate of men, and, in 
my opinion, the playing of a fan is every wdiit 
as good an entertainment as the beating of a snuff- 
box 

But, however I have rambled in this libertine 
manner of writing by w ay of Essay, I now sat down 
with an intention to lepresent to my leadeis, how 
pernicious, how sudden, and how fatal surpuze* of 
pa'ssion are to the mind of man , and that in the 
moie intimate commeices of life tliey are more li- 
able to ause, even m our most sedate and indolent 
houib Occurrences of this kind have had very ter- 
rible c fleets , and when one reflects upon tiiem, we 
camiot but tiemble to consider, w hat we are capable 
of being wi ought up to, against all the ties of na- 
ture, love, honour, reason, and religion, though 
the man who breaks through them all had, an houi 
before Le did so, a lively and virtuous sense of then 
dictates When unhappy catastrophcb make up 
part of the history of princes and persons who act 
in high spheres, or are repiesented m the moving 
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language and well-wrought scenes of tragedians, 
they do not fail of staking us With terror , but then 
they ahtet us only in a tiansient mannei, and pass 
thiough oui imaginations as incidents iii which onr 
foi tunes a**e too humble to be concerned, oi which 
writers foim for tiie ostentation of their own force , 
oi, at most, as thmga fit ratiier to e'^tercise the 
poweis of our minds, than to cieate new habits m 
them Instead of such high passages, I was think- 
ing it would be of great use, if any body could hit 
it, ti lay befoie the woild such adventures as befall 
persons not exalted above the common level This, 
methought, would better prevail upon the ordinary 
race of men , who are so prepossessed w ith out- 
waid appearances, that they mistake fortune foi 
nature, and believe nothing can relate to them, 
that does not happen to such as hve and look like 
themselves 

Ihe unhappy end of a gentleman, w^hose stoiy 
an acquaintance of mine was just now telling me, 
would be very pioper for this end, if it could be le- 
1 ited with all the circumstances as I heai d it this 
evening, for it touched me so much, tliat I cannot 
forbeai enteiing upon it 

Mr Eustace a young gentleman of a good 
estate near Dulhn %7i Ireland, married a lady of 
youth, beiutv, and modest}, and lived with her, 
in generil, w^ith much ca'-e and trarquilhtv , but 
was m his seciet temper imp<Uieiit of rebuke She 
was apt to fall into little sallies of passion, yet as 
suddenly recalled by her own reSertion on her 
fault, and the consideiation of her husb-^nd s 
per It happened, as he, his w ifc, and hei s ster," 
were at suppei together about two months ago, 
that in tJic midst of a caieles*, and t iiim ii conv er- 
sation, th^ sisters fell uilo a little \^rm th an i ton- 
t adictiQU He, who was one ot that sort-^if men 
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wboare never unconceined at what passes before 
them fell info an outrageous passion on the side of 
the sister The person about whom tliey disputed 
was so near, that they were under no restraint troni 
running into \ain repetiuons ot past heats on 
which occasion all the aggravations of angei and 
distaste boiled up, and were repeated with the bit- 
terness ot exasperated lovers Ihe wite, observing 
her husband extremelj moved, began to turn it ott, 
and rally him tor intci posing between two people, 
who from then intancy had been angry and pleased 
with each other every half hour But it descended 
deeper into his thoughts, and they broke up with i 
sullen silence The wife immediately letned to her 
chamber, whither her husband soon after followed 
When they were in bed, he soon dissembled a 
sleep and she, • pleased th^t his tlioughts were 
combed, fell into a real one llieir apartment 
was very distant from the rest of their family, m a 
lonely country-house He now saw his opportu- 
nity, and with a dagger he had brought to bed with 
him stabbed his wite in the side bhe awaked in 
the highest terror , but immediately imagining it 
wasalilow designed for her husband by ruftans, 
bevan to grasp him, and stiove to awake and louse 
him to defend himself He still pretended lumstlf 
sleeping, and gave her a second wound 

•' bhe now drew open tile curtain, and, by ihe 
help of moon-hght, saw his haftd lifted up to stab 
her 1 be honor disaimed her from further stiug- 
glmg , and he, enraged anew at being discovered, 
tiKtd his poniard in her bosom As soon as he be- 
lieved he had dispatched her, he attempted to 
escape out of the window but she, still alive, 
c illeu to him not to hurt himself , for she might 
live He was so stung with the insupportable re- 
jection upon her goodness, «nd his own v»Banj, 
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that he jumped to the bed, and wounded her all 
over with as much rage as if every blow was pro- 
voked by new aggravations In this fury of mmd 
he fied av-ay His wife had still strengtii to go to 
her sistei s apartment, and giv^e an account of this 
wondeiM tragedy, but died the ne\t day Some 
weeks alter, an officer of jubtice, in attempting to 
seize the ciiminal, fired upon him, as did the cri- 
minal upon the officer Both then balls took place, 
and both immediately expired 
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■ " — Sapteniia frma e&t 

Stnltitia catutsse HOR i Ep 1 41* 

When free from folly, we to wisdcm ripe 

Francis 


S fleet -lane. May 17 

When I first began to learn to push, this last win- 
ter, my master had a gieat deal of woik upon his 
hands to make me unlearn the postures and motions 
which I had got, by having m my younger years 
practised back-sword, with a little eye to the sitigle 
falchion Knock Down, was the word in the 
W’'ars , and we generally added to this skill th^ 
knowledge of the Cormsh hug, as well as the grap- 
ple, to play wnth hand and loot By this means, 
I was for defending my head when the Fiench gen- 
tleman was making a lull pass at my bosom, inso- 

VOJL IV, o 



j^g TATtER. N* ns. 

mnch, that he told me I was fairly killed se^en 
toe= m one morning, %vithoul having done niy 
master any other mischief than one knock on the 
pate This was a great mibfoitune to me , and I 
believe 1 may say, without v inity, I am the hist 
vho ever pushed so eiioneonsly, and yet conqueied 
Si7prejudWof education so well, as to make my 
passL M) clear, and recover hand and toot witli that 
Lihty as I do at this dav The tiuth of it is, the 
festradurents of education aie given very indis- 
erectly by most parents, as much with relation to 
the moie important concerns of the mmd. as in the 
^Lies of the body Whatever children are de- 
?ioned for, and whatever prospects the fo^ne or 
interest of then parents may give them in their fu- 
ture lives, thev are all promiscuously instructed the 
way , ana Hoiace and Virgil must be tlimnbed 
W boy, as well before he goes to an apprentice- 
ship, as to the university This ridiculous w'ay 
of treatiiK^ the under-aged of tin. island has very 
£ra^?d both my spleen and m.nh, bat I think 
never both at once so much as to-day A good mo- 
ther of our neighbourhood made me a visit wi th hei 
son and heir , a lad somevvhat above five teet, and 
w ants but little of the height and strength of a good 
misqueteer m any regiment in the smice Hei 
busuiess to desire 1 would e3f;amine him , for he 
was far gone in a book, the first letters of which 
she often saw in my papers The youth produced^ 
and I found it was my friend Hoiace It was very 
easy to turn to the place the boy was le-uning m, 
which was the fifth Ode of the first book, to- 
Pyriha I read it over aloud, as well because I am 
alw'ays delighted when I turn to the beautiful parts 
of that authoi, as also to gam time fia considering a 
little how to keep up the mother’s pleasure in her 
child, which I tliought barbaiuy to interrupt In 
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the first place I asked iiim, Who this same 
Pyriha was •*’ He answered very readily, She 
was the wife of Pynhus, one of Alexander’s cap- 
tains ” I lilted up my hands The mother coint- 
sieb — Nav, ’ says she, — I knew you \\oa]d stand 
in admiration — I assure you, ’ conti laea she, foi 
ail he looks so tall, he is but aery youi g Pi ay ask 
him some raoie , never spaie him” With that I 
took the hbeity to ask him, what was the cha- 
racter of this gentlewoman He read the three 
first verses , 

multa gtaciln ti ^uer in rom 
Perfuses liquid* i urget odor thus 

GratOf Pyrrhjf sub antra ^ HOR I Od V t 

And very graael} told me, she lived at the sign of 
The Rose in a cellar^ I took caie to be very much 
astonished at the lad s improaements , but withal 
advised hei, as soon as possible, to take him from 
school, foi he could learn no moie there This veiy 
silly dialogue was a livel*# image of the impertinent 
metiiod used, in breeding boys without gt^nius or 
spmt to the reading things foi u hich their heads 
were never framed But this is the natural efPectof 
a certain vanity in the mmds of parents , who are 
wonderfully delighted with the thought of breeding 
their children to accomplishments, which they be- 
lieve nothing, but want ot the same ca e in their 
own fatliers, prevented them from being masters 
of Thus it IS, that the part of life most fit for 
improvement is geneially employed m a method 
against the bent ot nature , and a lad of such parts 
as are fit tor an occupation, w^here there can be no 
calls out ot the beaten path, is two or three years of 
his time wholly taken up in knowing, how well 
Ovid s mistress became such a dicss , how such a 
nvmph foi her ciuelty was changed into such an 
o 2 
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amral, and how it is made geneious m ^neas to 
put Turnns to death gallanti les that can no more 
come 'Within the occui fences of the lives of oidinary 
men, than they can be relished by their imagina- 
tion^ However, still the humour goes on from one 
geneiation to anotlier, and the pastry-cook here in 
the hne, the other night, told me, he -would not 
yet take awa} hts son trom his learning , but has re- 
sohed, as soon as he had a little smattering in 
the Greek, to pat him apprentice to a soap-boilei ’ 
Th-se wiong beginnings determine our success m 
the world , and when our tnoughts aie originally 
f ilselv biassed, then agility and force do but carry 
us the further out of our way, in proportion to our 
speed But we are halt way our journey, when we 
bate got into the right road If all our days were 
usefiiily employed, and we did not set out impel - 
tineiitl)., we should not have so many grotesque pro- 
fessors in all the arts of life , but every man would 
be in a pioper and becoming method of distinguish- 
ing or entertaining himse’f, suitably to what nature 
designed him As they go on now, our parents do 
not only force us upon what is against our talents, 
but our teachers are also as injudicious in what they 
put us to learn I have haidly ever since suffered 
so much by the charms of any beauty, as I did 
before I had a sense of passion, for not appie- 
bending that the smile of Lalago was w^hat pleased 
Hoi ace, and I verily believe, the stripes I suf- 
fered about Digito male pertinctct has given me that 
irreconcileable aveision, which I shall carry to my 
giave, against coquettes 

As for the elegant wTiter of whom I am talking, 
bis excellencies are to be observed as they relate to 
the diderent concerns of his life , and he is always 
to be looked upon as a lover, a com tier, oi a man 
of wit His admii able Odes ha^ e numberless m*' 



N" 173 TATLEIt. 149 

stances of his merit m each of these characters 
His Epistles and Satires aie full of proper notices 
tor the conduct of life in a court , and what we call 
good-breeding, 13 most agreeably intermixed with 
his morality His addresses to the persons who fa- 
\oiiied him, are so inirmtably engaging, that Au- 
gustus complained of him for so seldom writing to 
him, and asked him, whethei he was afraid pos- 
terity should read their names together '> Now for 
the geneiahty of men to spend much time in such 
writings IS as pleasant a folly as any he ndicules 
Whatever the crowd of scholars may pietend, if 
their way of life, or their own imaginations, do not 
lead them to a taste of him, they may read, nay 
write, fifty volumes upon him, and be just as they 
were when they began I remember to have heard 
a great painter say, There are certain faces for 
certain painters, as well as certain subjects foi cer-^ 
tarn poets ’ This is as true m the choice of 
studies , and no one will evei relish an author tho- 
roughly well, who would not have been fit company 
for that author, had they lived at the same time 
All others are mechanics m learning, and take the 
sentiments of lyriters like waiting-servants who re- 
port what passed at their master s table , but debase 
every thought and expression, for want of the air 
^ith which they were uttered 
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Qum mala stu^titia, out quacun^ue inscitia vert, 

Caeum apt, tnsanum Cbrystfft ^rttcus, csf grex 
Aiitusmt 

HOR a Su in 45 


Whom V1C100S passions, or whom falsehood, blind, 

Are by tl e Stoics held of in.idding kind 

F3LA%CX5* 


Frowz own Apartment , May 19 

The learned Scotus, to distinguish the race of man- 
kind, gives every individual of that species what he 
calls a Seity, something peculiar to himself, which 
makes him different from all other peisons in the 
vvorid This particulanty renders him either v^^enei- 
able or iidiculous, according as he uses his talents, 
■which alwa}s grow out into faults, 01 improve into 
Virtues In the office I have undertaken, you are to 
observe, tliat I have hitheito presented only the 
more insignificant and lazy part of manland under 
the denomination of dead men, together with tlie 
degrees towards non-existence, an which others can 
neitfier be said to live or be defunct, but aie only 
animals mei ely diessed up like men, and differ fiom 
each other but as fixes do by a little colouring or flut- 
tering of tlieir wings Now as our discouises heie- 
tofore have chiefly aegarded the indolent part of the 
species, it remains that we do justice also upon the 
impertinently active and enterpiising Such as these 
I shall take particular care to place m safe custody. 
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and have used all possible diligence to run up my 
edihce m Moorheids for that sei vice 

We, who are adepts in astrology, can impute it 
to seveial causes in the planets, that this quaiter of 
our great city is the region of such persons as eithex 
ne\er had, or have lost the use of reason It has in- 
deed been, time out of mind, the reception of fools 
as well as madmen The care and information ot 
the former I assign to other leained men, who ha\e 
for that end taken up then habitation m those parts, 
a>, among others, to the famous Dr Tj otter, and 
my ingenious tnend Di Langham These oracu- 
ious proficients are day and night emplojed in deep 
seat dies, foi the diiection ot such as run astray after 
their lost goods but at present they are moie pai- 
ticularly serviceable to their count! y, in foretelling 
the fate of such as hai e chances m the public lot- 
teiy Dr Langham shews a peculiar generosity on 
this occasion, taking only one half-crown for a pre- 
diction, eighteen-pence of which to be paid out of 
the piizes, which method the doctor is willing to 
comply With m favour of every adventurer in the 
whole lottery Leaving therefoie the whole gene- 
lation ot such inquireis to such Literati as I have 
now mentioned, we are to proceed towards peopling 
oui house, which w’-e ha\ e erected witli the greatest 
cost and care imaginable 

It IS necessary m this place to premise, that the 
superionty and force of mind which is born with men 
of great genius, and wdiich, when it falls in w^ith a 
noble imagination, is called poetical fuiy^ does not 
come under my consideration, but the pretence to 
«iuch an impulse, w ithout natural warmth, shall be 
allowed a fit object of this chanty, and all the vo- 
lumes, written by such hands, shall be fiora time to 
time placed in proper ordei upon the rails of the un- 
liougea booksellers within tht distnct of the coHege, 
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who have long inhabited this quarter^ m the same 
manner as they are already disposed, soon after the 
publication I promise myselt fiom these wiitmgs 
my best opiates for those patients, whose high imagi- 
nations and hot spirits have awaked them into dis- 
ti action Their boiling tempers are not to be 
wrought upon by my gruels and juleps, but must ever 
he employed, or appear to be so , or then reco\ ery 
will be impracticable I shall theiefore make uoe of 
such poets as preserve so constant a mediocrity, as 
never to elevate the mind into joy, or depress it into 
sadness, yet at the same time keep the faculties of 
the readers in suspense, though they introduce no 
ideas of their own By this means, a disoidered 
mind, like a broken limb, will recoiei its strength 
by the sole benefit of being out of use, and lying 
w itiiout motion But, as reading is not an enter- 
tainment that can take up the full time of my pa- 
tients, I have no'w m pension a pioportionable num- 
ber of story-tellers, ^ho are by tuiiis to walk about 
the galleries of the house, and by their narrations se- 
cond the labours of my pietty good poets There aie 
among these story-tellers, some that have so earnest 
countenances, and weighty blows, that they will 
draw a madman, even when his ht is just coming 
on, into a whispei, and by the force ol shiugs, nods, 
and busy gestures, make him stand amazed so long, 
as tliat we have time to give liim his bioth with- 
out danger 

But, as fortune has the possession of mens minds, 
a physician may cure all the sick people of ordinary 
degree in tlic whole town, and never come into re- 
putation I shall therefore begin with persons of 
condition , and llie fiist I shall undertake shall be the 
lady Fidget, the geneial visitant, and Will Voluble, 
file fine inhtr Ihcse persons shall be first locked 
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up, for the peace of ail whom the one visits^ and ail 
whom the other talks to 

The passion, that first touched the brain of both 
these persons, was envy, which has had such won- 
drous effects, that to this lady Fidget owes that she 
IS so courteous, to this. Will Voluble that he is so 
eloquent Fidget has a restless torment in hearing 
of any one s piosperity , and cannot know any quiet 
until she visits her, and is eye-witness of something 
that lessens it Thus her life is a continual search 
aftci what does not concern hei , and her compani- 
ons speak kindly even of the absent and the unfor- 
tunate, to teaze hci She was the first that visited 
Fla\ia after the small-pox, and has nevei seen her 
since because she is not altered Call a young woman 
handsome in her company, and she tells >ou, it is pity 
she has no fortune , say she is rich, and she is as sor- 
ry that she is silly With all this ill natme, Fidget 
IS herself young, rich, and handsome , but loses the 
pleasure of all those qualities, because she has them 
m common with others 

To make up her misery, she is well bred , she 
hears commendations, until she is ready to faint for 
want of venting herself in contradictions 7. his 
madness is not expi essed by the voice , but is utter- 
ed in the eyes and features its first symptom is, up- 
on beholding an agreeable object, a sudden appro- 
bation immediately checked with dislike 

This lady I shall take the liberty to conduct into 
a bed of straw and darkness , and have some hopes, 
that, after long absence from the light, the pleasure 
of seeing at all, may reconcile her to what she shall 
see, though it proves to be never so agieeable 

My physical remaiks on the distraction of envy m 
other pel sons, and particularly in Will Voluble, is 
jnteirupted by a visit from Mr Kidney, with advices 
which will bring matter of new disturbance to many 
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possessed with this sort of disorder, which I shall 
publish to bring out the symptoms more kindly, and 
lay the distemper more open to my view 

Sf James's Coffee-house^ May ig 
This evening a mail from Holland bionght tlie 
following ad\ices 

From the Camp before Douay^ May 265 N S 
On the twenty-tbird the French assembled then 
army, and encamped with their right iieai Bouchain, 
and their left neai Crevecoeur Upon this motion ot 
the enemy, the duke of Marlboiougli and prince 
Eugene made a movement with their army on the 
twenty-fourth, and encamped from Arheux to Vitiy 
and Isez Esquerciiien, where they are so advantage- 
ously posted, that they not only cover the siege, se- 
cure our comovs ot pioiisions, forage, and ammii- 
jiition, fiom Lisle and Tournay, and tlic canals and 
dikes we have niaie to turn the water of the Scaip 
and La Cense to Bouchain, but aie in readiness, by 
marching from tlie right, to possess themselves ot 
the held of battle raaiked out betwixt Viliy and 
Montigny, 01 from the left to gam the lines of cir- 
cumvallation betwixt Fienn and Bechy so that 
wh never way tiie enemy shall approach to attack 
iis, whether by the plains ot Lens, or by Bouchain 
and Valenciennes, we have but a very small move- 
ment to make, to possess ourselves of the ground on 
wduch it will be most advantageous to receive tliem 
The enemy maiched this morning from tlitir left, 
and are encamped vvuth their right at Oisy, and their 
left towaid An is, and, accoiding to our adiices. 
Will pass the Scaip to-moiiov, and enter on the 
plains of Lens, ti-»ougli several regiments of hoi se, the 
German and Liege tioops, which are destined to 
compose part of their aimy, have not yet joined tliem 
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If they piss the Scarp, we shall do the like at the 
same time, to possess ourselves with all possible ad- 
vantige of the held of battle but if they continue 
where they ai e, we shall not remove, because in our 
present station we sufficiently cover from all ipsults 
both our siege and convoys 

Monsieui Villars cannot yet go without crutches, 
and it IS believed will have much difficulty to ride 
Ife and the duke of Berwick are to command the 
Fiench army, the rest of die marshals being only to 
assist in council 

Last night we entirely perfected four bridges over 
the Avant Fosse at both attacks , and our saps are so 
far advanced, that in thiee or four days, batteries 
Will be raised on the Glacis, to battei in breach both 
the outworks and lamparts of the town 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-sevendi, 
N S say, That the deputies of the states of Holl ind, 
■who set out for Gertruydenbuig on the twenty-thiid, 
to renew the conferences with the French ministers^ 
returned on the twenty-sixth, and had communicated 
to the States-general the new overtures that were 
made on the part of Fiance, which, it is believed, 
jf they are in earnest, may produce a general treaty 
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From 7ny own Apartment^ May 22 

Ijt the distribution of the apartments m the New- 
Bedlam, pioper regaid is had to the diffeient sexes, 
and the lodgings accommodated accordingly Among 
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othei necessaries* as I ba\e thought' fit to appoint 
stor} “teliers to soothe the men* so I have allowed 
tale-be'»rei s to indulge the intervals of my female pa- 
tients But before I enter upon disposing of the mam 
ot the great body tliat wants my assistance* it is ne- 
cessary to consider the human race absti acted from 
all other distinctions and considerations except that 
of sex This will lead us to a nearer view of their 
excellencies and impeifections* which ate to be ac- 
counted, the one or the otliei, as they are suitable 
to the design for which the person so defective or 
accompn^ihed came into the world 

1 o make thiS inquiry aright, we must speak of tlie 
li^e of people of condition , and the pi oportionable 
applications to those below mem will be easily made, 
so as to \alue the w^hole species by the same rule 
We will begin with the woman, and behold her as 
a Mrgin m her father s house This state of hei life 
IS inhnitely more delightful than that of her brother 
at the same age TV hile she is entertained with learn- 
ing melodious airs at her spinnet, is led lound a 
loom in the most complaisant manner to a fiddle, oi 
IS entertained with applauses of her beauty and per- 
fection in the ordinary con\ersation she meets with , 
the}'Oung mams under the dictates of a rigid school- 
master or instructor, contradicted in every word he 
speaks, and curbed the inclinations he disco- 
\eis Mrs Elizabeth is the object of desire and ad- 
miration, looked upon with delight, courted with all 
the poweis of eloquence and address, appi cached 
With a certain w^orship, and defended with a certain 
lo^altv This is her case as to the world In her 
domestic character, she is the companion, the friend, 
and confident ot her mother, and the object of a plea- 
sure, something like the lo\e between angels, to her 
father Her youth, her beauty, her air, aie by him 
looked upon with an ineftahle tiansport beyond my 
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other joy in this life, with as much purity as can be 
met with in the next 

Her brotliei W' lUiam, at the same years, is but in 
the rudiments of those acquisitions which must gain 
him esteem in the world His heart beats for ap- 
plause among men , yet he is fearful of every step 
towaids it If he pi eposes to himself to make a fi- 
gure in the world, his youtli is damped with the pios- 
pect of difficulties, dangers, and dishonours, and 
an opposition in all generous attempts, whether they 
regard ins Ic^e or his ambition 

In the next stage of life, she has little else to do, 
but (what she is accomplished for by the mere gifts 
of nature) to appear lovely and agreeable to her hus- 
band, tender to hei childien, and afiable to her ser- 
vants But a man when he entcis into this way, is 
but in the first scene, far from the accomplishment 
of his design He is now m all things to act for 
others as well as himself He is to have industry 
and frugality m lus private affairs, and integrity and 
address in public To these qualities, he must add 
n courage and lesolution to support his other abilities, 
lest he be mteiiupted in the prosecution of his just 
endeavours, m which the honour and interest of bis 
posteiity are as much concerned as his own peisonal 
welfare 

This little sketch may, m some measure, give an 
idea of the different parts which tlie sexes have to 
let, and the advantageous as well as inconvenient 
terms on which they are to enter upon their several 
parts of hfe This may also be some rale to us m 
the examination ot their conduct In short, I shall 
take it for a maxim, tliat a woman who resigns the 
purpose of being pleasing, and the man who giv es 
up the thougliis of being wise, do equally quit their 
claim to the true causes of living, apd are to be al- 

VOL XV p 
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lowed the diet and discipline of my charitable struc- 

tuie, to reduce them to reason 

On the other side, the woman who hopes to please 
by methods which should make her odious, ^d the 
man who would be thought wise by a behariour 
tliat renders him ridicnlous> are to be talcen 
custody for thar false industry, as justly as they 
ought for their negligence 

N B Mr Bicteistatf is tahen extremely iH 
with the tooth-ache, and cannot proceed m this 
discourse 

St James's Coffee-house, May sa 

Advices from Flandeis of the $oth instant, N S 
sav. That the duke of Mailborough, haimg mtelh- 
o-ence of the enemy’s passing the Scarp on the 39th 
in the e\ening, and their march toivards the plains 
of Lens, had put the confederate army in motion, 
V hich was ad\ aiicing towards the camp on the nortk 
side of that river betvteen Vitiy and Henm-Leitard, 
Ihe confedeiates, since the approach of the enemy, 
hive added several new redoubts to then camp, and 
diawn tne cannon out of the lines of cucumvaliatioa 
in a readiness for the batteries 

It IS not believed, notwithstanding these appear-f 
ances, tiiat the enemy will hazard a battle tor the 
relief of Douay, the siege .of which place is earned 
on with all the success that can be expected, consi- 
dering the difSculties the} meet with occasioned by 
the inundations On the afcth at night 'we maden 
lodgment on the sahant angle of the glacis of the se- 
cond counterscarp, and our approaches are so tar ad- 
vanced, that It IS beheved the town will be obliged 
to sunender before the 8 th of tlie next month 
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Nullum numn abeitj st sti prudsntia 

JUV Sat.X 365 

Whoe’er takes Prudence for his guard and gaide> 

Engages ev ry guardian beside 

Trom my ow7i May 23 

This evening, after a little ease fiom the raging pain 
cansQd by so small an organ as an aching tooth (un- 
der which I have behav ed myself so ill as to bav e bi oke 
two pipes and my spectacles) I began to ledect 
admiration on those heioic spirits, winch m the con- 
duct of tlieir lives seem to liv e so much abm e the 
condition of our make, as not only undei the ago- 
nies ot pain to forbear any mtempeiate w 01 d 01 ges- 
ture, but also m their general and ordinary behaviour,, 
to lesibt the impuLes of their v ery blooa and consti- 
tution This watch over a man s and the com- 
mand of his temper, I take to be the greatest oi iiu- 
man perfections, and is the edect of a strong and 
resolute mind It is not only the most expedient 
practice for carrying on our ow]^design& , but is also 
very deservedly the most amiable quality m the sight 
©f others It is a winning deteience to mankind, 
which creates an immediate imitation of itselt wher- 
ever it appears, and prevails upon all, who have to 
do with a person endued with it, either through 
shame or emulation I do not know how to express, 
this habit of mmd, except you will let me call it 
Equammity It is a virtue which is necessary at 
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every hour, m every place, and in a31 conversations , 
and it IS the effect of a regular and exact prudence 
He that will look back upon all the acquaintances 
he has had m hia whole life, will find, he has seen 
more men capable of the gi eatest employments and 
perfonaances, than such as could, in the geneial 
bent of then carnage, act otherwise tlian accoidino- 
to their own complexion and humoui But the in- 
dulgence of ourselves, in wholly giving way to our 
natural propensity, is so unjust and itnpioper a li- 
cence, that when people take it up, there is but very 
htde differenr'e, with lelation to their fi lends and 
families, whether they are good or ill-natured m p n 
for he that ens by being wrought upon by what we 
CM the sweetness of his temper, is as guilty as he that 
ofiends through the perverseness of it 

It is not therefore to be regarded what men aie in 
themselves, but what they are m their actions Eu- 
ciates IS the best-natured of all men, but that natu- 
ral softness has effects quite contrary to itself, and 
for want of due bounds to his benevolence, while 
he has a will to be a friend to all, he h is the power 
of being such to none His constant inclination to 
please, mkes him never fail of domg so, though, 
without beiM capable of felsehood, he is a fiiend o^y 

same humoin, 

which makes him the best companion, renders him 
the worst comspondent It is a melancholy thins 
to considei, that tie most engaging sort of men m 
conversation, are frequently the most tyrannical in 
povver, the least to be depended upon in friend! 

A ‘S IS not to be imputed to their 

ow n disposition , but he, that is to be & by others 
has only good luck if he is not tlie worst, tteugh m 
mmselt the best, man living Foi this reason ^ 
are no moie wholly to indulge oui good than our ill 
dispositions I remember a cra%^ old at, one day 
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speaking of a well-natuied young fellow, who set 
up With a good stock in Lombard- street, I will, 
says he, ^^lay no more money in Ins hands, foi he 
never denied me any thing ’ This was a very base, 
but witli him a piudential, reason for breaking off 
commerce and this acquaintance of mine earned 
this way of judging so fai, that he has often told me, 

he nevei caied to deal with a man he liked, for 
that our aftectiotis must never enter into our bu- 
siness 

When we look round us in this populous citv, 
and consider how credit and esteem are lodged, you 
find men have a great share of tiie foimei, without 
the least poition of the latter He, who knows him- 
self foi a beast of piev, looks upon others in tlie same 
light , and we are so apt to judge of others by our- 
selves, that the man who has no mere} , is as careful 
as possible never to want it Hence xt is, that in 
many instances men gam credit by the veiy contraiy 
ractliods by which they do esteem , for wary tra- 
der-j think every affection of tne mind a key to their 
cash 

But what led me into this discomse, was my im- 
patience of pain , and I have, to my great disgrace, 
seen an instance ol the contiary carnage in so high 
a degree, that I am out of countenance that I ever 
lead Seneca When I look upon the conduct of 
othei ^ in such occurrences, as well as behold their 
equanimity m the geneial tenor oT their life, it veiy 
much abates the self-love, which is seldom well 
governed b} any sort ot men, and least of ail by us 
authors 

The fottitude of a man who bnngs his will to the 
obedience of his leabon, Is conspicuous, and carries 
w ith It a dignity in tiie lovx est state imaginable Poor 
M 'itius, who now lies Imgnislimg in the most vio- 
k 111 lever, discoveii> in the tamtest moments of his 
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distemper such a greatness of mind, that a perfect 
stranger, who should now behold him, would indeed 
*ee an object of pity, but at the same time, that it 
was lately an object of veneration His gallant spuit 
resigns, but resigns with an air that speaks a reso- 
lution which could yield to notliing but fate itself* 
Ihis IS conquest in the philosophic sense, but tlie 
empire over ourselves is, methinks, no less laudable 
in common life, where the whole tenor of a man s 
carriage is in subservience to his own reason, and in 
confoimity both to the good sense and mclination of 
other men 

Aristaeus is, in my opinion, a perfect master of 
himself m all circumstances He has all the spin 
that man can have, and yet is as regular in his be- 
haviour as a mere machine. He is sensible of eveiy 
passion, but ruffled by none In conversation, he 
frequently seems to be less knowing to be more oblig- 
ing, and chuses to be on a lei el with others, rather 
than oppress with the superiority of his genius In 
fiiendship, he is kmd witiiout piofession In busi- 
ness, expeditious without ostentation With the 
greatest softness and benevolence imaginable, he is 
impartial m spite of all importunity, even that of his 
own good-nature He is ever clear m his judgment, 
but m complaisance to his company speaks with 
doubt, and never shews confidence in argument, 
but to support the sense of another Were such an 
equahty of mind the general endeavour of all men, 
how sweet would be the pleasures of conversation ! 
He that is loud would then understand, that we 
ought to call a constable, and know, that spoiling 
good company is the most heinous way of breaking 
die peace We should then be relieved from those 
zealots m society, who take upon them to be angry 
for ail the company, and quarrel with the %vaiters 
to shew e m &x any bqdy elso m the 
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room To be m a rage before you is, in a kincl,» 
feeing angry with yoii You may as well stand nak^ 
ed before company, as to use such tamihaiities, and 
to be caielesb of what you say is the most clownibh 
way of being undressed 

Sheer-lane^ May 24^ 

When I came home this evening, I found tlie 
following letters > and because I think one a \ery 
good answer to the other^ as well as that it n the 
affair of a young lady, it must be immediately 
disimssed 


SlK, 

have a good fortune, paitly paternal, and 
partly acquired My younger years I spent m bu- 
siness, but, age coming on, and having no more 
children than one daughtei, I resolved to be a slave 
no longer and accordingly, I have disposed of my 
effects, placed my money in the funds, bought a 
pretty seat in a pleasant country, am making a gar^ 
den, and have set up a pack ot little beagles I hve 
in the midst of a good many well-bred neighbours,, 
and several well-tempered ciergjrmen Against 2 
rainy day, I have a little library, and against the 
gout m my stomach, a little good claiet With ail 
this llam the miserablest man in the world, not that 
i have lost the lelish of any of these pleasuxcs, but 
am distracted with such a multiplicity of entertam-f 
ing objects, that I am lost m the vanety I am i» 
such a hurry of idleness, that I do not know with 
what diversion to begin Therefore, Sir, I must 
beg die favour of you, when your more weighty af- 
fairs will permit, to put me in some method of do- 
ing nothing , for I find Pliny makes a gieat difier- 
cnce betwixt mkil agere and agei e mkil^ and I fanev, 
if 5 ou would explain him, you would do a very gieai 



164 TATLEH. N® 177 

kmdness to many in Great-Bntain, as well as to your 
humble servant, 

b;* 


Sir, 

The inclosed is written by my father in one of 
his pleasant humouis He bids me seal it up, and 
send you a word or two fiom myself, which he 
would not desire to see until he hears of itfiom you 
Desire him, before he begins his method of doing 
nothing, to leave nothing to do , that is to say, let 
him marry off his daughter 

I am }our.gentle readei, 

« S B 


177 SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1710 


Ma/s SI paf^re^ tecalcitrat undtque iutuK 

HOR I Sit n 20 


He spurns the Batterer, and his saucy praise 


f 

FaANcxs 


Sheer-lane^ May 26 

The ingenious Mr Penkethman, the comedian, has 
lately left here a paper or ticket, to which 1$ aff xed 
a small silver medal, which is to entitle the bearei 
to see one-and-twenty plays at his theatre for a giu- 
nea Greenwich is the place where^ it seems, he has 
elected his house , and his time of action is to be so 
contrived, that it is to fail m with going and retain 
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mg with the tide Besides Ihat^ the beaier of tins 
ticket may carry down with him a particulai set of 
company to the play, sti iking off foi each person so 
introduced one othis twenty-one times of admittance 
In this wariant of his, he has made me a high com- 
pliment in a facetious distich, by way of dedication 
ot his endeavours, and desiies I would recommend 
them to tlie world I must needs say, I have not for 
some time seen a pioperer choice than he has made 
of a patron Who more fit to publish his work than 
a Novelist^ who to recommend it than a Censoi ^ 
This honour done me, has made me turn my thoughts 
upon the nature of dedications in generd, and the 
abuse of that custom, as well by a long p»*actice of 
my predecessors, as the continued folly of my con- 
temporary authors 

In ancient times, it was the custom to address their 
works to some persons eminent for tiieir merit to 
mankind, or particular patronage ot the writers 
themselves, oi knowledge m the matter of which 
they treated Under these regards, it was a memo- 
rable honour to both parties, and a \eiy agreeable 
record of their commerce with each other These 
applications were never stuffed with impertinent 
praises, but were the native product of their esteem , 
which was implicitly received, or generally known 
to be due to the patron of the work but vam fioui - 
ishes came into the world, with other barbarous em- 
bellishments , and the enumei ation of titles and great 
actions, in the patrons theraseh es, or their sires, are 
as foreign to tbe matter in hand, as the or am^^nts 
are in a Gothic building This is clapping togethei 
persons which have no manner of alfciance, ar d can 
for that reason have no other effect than nakipg 
botii parties justly ridiculous What pietence is 
there m natuie for me to wiite to a gieat man, and 
tell him, My lord, because jour giace is a duke^ 
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your grace’s fatlier befoie you was an earl, Ins lord- 
ship s father was a baron, and his lordship s father 
both a wise and a rich man I Isaac BicLei staff am 
obLged, and could not possibly foi bear addressing 
to yva the following treatise Though this is the 
plain exposition of all I could possibly say to him 
With a good conscience, }et the silly custom has so 
universally preva led, that mj- loid duke and I must 
necessarily be particular friends from this time foi- 
waid, or else I have just room for being disobliged, 
and may turn mj panegyric into a libel But to carry 
this affair btiii rroie home, weie it granted that 
piaises m dedications were proper topics, what ts it 
that glides a man authority to commend, or what 
makes it a favour to me that he does commend me ^ 
It IS certain, tliat there is no praise valuable but 
from the praise-vo^tliy Were it otherv ise, blame 
might be as mu h in the same hands Weie the 
good and etii of time laid upon a level among man- 
kind, the judge on the bench, and the criminal at 
thebai, would differ only in their stations, and if 
one s word is to pass as much as the other’s, then: 
reputation would be much alike to the jury Pliny, 
speaking of the death of Maitial, expresses himseir 
wuth gieat gratitude to him, fon the honours done 
him m the wm tings of that author, but he begins it 
With an account of his character, which only made 
the applause valuable He indeed m the same epistle 
snys, ‘ " It IS a sign w'-e have left off doing things which 
deserve praise, when we think commendation imper- 
tinent This IS asserted with a just regard to the per- 
sons whose good opinion w e wish for, othci wise le- 
putatioii would be valued according to the number 
of voices a man has for it, which are not always to 
be insured on the moie virtuous side But however 
we pretend to model these nice affans, tme gloiy 
Will nevei attend any thing but tiuth, and there is 
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sonaetlimg so pecninr in it, that tire veij self-same 
action, done by diiFeient men, cannot merit the 
same degree of applause Tbe Roman, who was 
surprized m the enemy's camp before he liad accom- 
plished his design, and thrust Lis baie aim into a 
Naming pile, telling the general, there were many 
as determined as himselt, who, against sense ei dan- 
ger, had conspiied his death, wiouglit in the veiy 
enemy an '^dmiiation of his tortitiide, and a dismis- 
sion with applause But the condemned slave wha 
leparesented him m the theatre, and consumed his 
arm m the same mannei, with the same resolution* 
did not laise in the*spectators a gieat idea of hxs vir- 
tue, but of him whom he imitated in an action ik> 
way differing fiom that of the real Scsevola, but in 
tiie motive to it 

Thus truegloiy is inseparable from true naentj 
and whatever you call men, tiiey are no more than 
what they are in themselves, but a romantic sense 
has ciept into the minds of the generality, who wili 
ever mistake words and appearances lor persons and 
things 

The simplicity of the ancients was as eonspicuons 
in the address of their \\ ntings, as in any othei mo- 
Bunrents they have left behind them Caesar and 
Augustus were much more Ingh viewds of respect, 
when added to occasions fit for their characters to 
aj^ar in, than any appellations which have ever 
been since thought of The latter of tliese great 
men had a very pleasant way of dealing with appli- 
cations of this kind When he received pieces of 
poetry which he thought had worth in them, Hhe re- 
warded the writer, but where he thought them 
empty, he generally returned the compliment made 
him w ith some verses of his own 

This latter method I have at present occasion to 
imitate A female author has dedicated a piece to 
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me, wherein she would make m7 name, as she has 
others, the introduction of whatever is to follow m 
hCT book, and has spoke some panegyrical things 
which I know not how to leturn, ior want of better 
acquaintance with the lady, and consequently beino- 
out of a capacity of giving her praise or blame, alt 
therefore mat is left for me, according to the fore- 
going lulea, IS to lay the p cture of a good and eviL 
woman before her eyes, which aie but mere words 
if they do not concern hei Now you are to obsei ve 
the way in a dechcation ib, to make all the rest of 
me ^^orld as little like the person we address to as 
possible, according to tiie following epistle 

Madam, 

But M 

'■ ' Mepiorahile nuHvm 

Teem ma in fosrd est - - 


N 178 TUESDAY, MAY 30, mo. 


Sheer-lane, May ap 

Whes we look into the delightful history of the 

sX Sf exerc^°°" 

genfuranrf ^’ admiie the exquisite 

who Xc spirit of Michael CeivLtes 

mLte^' adventurer with great 

reX te iX “nspcuous parts ofhis stoiy, which 
c»e and honoui , but also intimated in his 
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oidinaiy life^ mhis oeconomy and furniture, tlie in- 
fallible symptoms he gave of his growing phrenzy, 
before he declared himself a Knight Errant His 
hall was furnished wnth old lances, halberds, and 
morions, his food, lentils, his dress, amorous He 
slept moderately, lose eaily, and spent his time in 
hunting When by watchfulness and exercise he 
was thus qualified for the haidships of his intended 
peiegrinations, he had nothing more to do but to fall 
haid to study, and befoie he should apply himself 
to the practical pait, get into the methods of mak- 
ing love and wai by reading books of knighthoods 
As for laising tender passions in him, Ceiv antes re-- 
pous, that he was wonderfully delighted with a 
smooth intricate sentence , and when they listened 
at his stiidy-dooi, they could frequently hear him 
lead aloud, ^‘The reason of the umeasonableness, 
which against my reason is wrought, doth so weaken 
my reason, as with all reason I do justly complain of 
your beauty Again, he would pause until he came 
to another charming sentence, and, with the most 
pleasing accent imaginable, be loud at a new para- 
graph ^^The high heavens, which, with your 
divinity, dofoitifyyou divinely with the stars, i^ake 
you deserveress of the deserts that your Greatness 
deserves ” With these and other such passages, says 
my author, the poor gentleman giew distracted^ and 
was breaking liis biams day and night to understand 
and uniavel their sense 

As much as the case of this distempered knight 
isieceuedby all the readers of his history as the 
most incurable and ridiculous of all phrensies, it iS 
\€ry ceitain, we have ciouds among us fai gone in 
as visible a madi e^s as his, though they are not ob- 
scived to be in that condition As gieat and useful 
disco\eiies are sometimes made by accidental and 
small beginnings^ I came to the knowledge of thf 

VOL IV a 
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most epidera c ill of this soit, hj fallinginto a coil-ee- 
house, where I saw my friend the upholsterer, \\ hose 
crack towaids politics 1 ha\e heietofore mentioned 
This touch in the Irain of the British subject, is as 
certainly owing to the reading of news-papers, as 
that of the Spanish worthy abo\e mentioned to the 
reading of works of cliivaliy My contemporaries 
the ijpvelists hav e, for the better spinning out para- 
graphs, and working down to the end of their co- 
lumns, a most happy art msajing and unsaying, giv- 
inghmts of intelligence, and interpietations of indif- 
ferent actions, to the great disturbance of the biains 
of ordmaiy readeis This "way of going on in the 
■words, and makmg no progress in the sense, ismoie 
particularly the e'^cellency of the most ingenious 
and renowned fellow^'-labourer, tlie Post-man , and 
it IS to this talent m him that I impute the loss of 
my upholsterer s intellects That unfortunate ti ades- 
man has, for jears past, been the chief orator in 
lagged assemblies, and tlie reader in alley coffee- 
houses He was yesterday surrounded by an audi- 
ence of that sort, among whom I sat unobsen ed, 
through the favour of a cloud of tobacco, and saw 
hun with the Post-man m his hand, and all the otlier 
papeis safe under his elbow He was intermii^ing 
remarks, and reading the Pans aiticie of ]May the 
thirtieth, which says, That it is given out that an 
express anived this day with advice, that the armies 
w ere so near in the plain of Lens, that they cannon-^ 
aded each other ’ ^^Ay, ay, here we shall have 
sport ’ And that it was highly probable the next 
express would bring us an account of an engage- 
ment They are welcome, as soon as thej please ” 
Though some others say, that the same will be put 
off until tlie second or third ot June, because the 
marshal Villars expects some further reinforcements 
from Germany, and other parts^ before that time,*” 
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Whata-pox does he put it off foi ^ Does he think 
oui horse is not maiciuiig up at the same time > 
But let us see what he says further ” They hope 
that Monsieur Albergotti, being encouraged by the 
presence of so gieat an army, wiilnaake an extia- 
ordmaiy defence ” Why then, I find, Albcr-* 
gotti IS one of those that love to hav^=‘ a gieat man/ 
on their side Nay, I w lii say that for this paper, 
he makes the mostmtuiai inferences of any ci vhem 
all The elector of Bavaria, being urea^^) to be 
without any command, has desired leave to come 
to court, to communicate a ceitain proj ct to Lis 

majesty Whatever it be, it is said, that prince 

IS suddenly expected , and tlien vv e shall ha» e a 
more certain account of his pioject, if th s n port 
has any foundation ’* Nay, thispapei nevei 
poses upon us , he goes upon sure giounds , fur he 
will not be positive the elector has a piojert, cr 
that he will come, or if he does come at ail , lor 
he doubts, you see, whether the icport hts ary 
foundation 

What makes this the more lamentable is, that 
this way of wailing falls m with the imaginatioua ot 
the cooler and duller part ot her majesty s subjects 
Ihe being kept up with one line contiadicting ano* 
tl er , and the whole, after many sentences of con- 
jecture, vanishing in a doubt whethei there is any 
thing at all in what the peison hau been reading, 
puts an ordinal y head into a veitigo, which his na^ 
tunl duhicss wo Id have seemed him liom Next 
to tl e hbouis of the Po^t-man, the upholsterer took 
flora undei his elbow honest Icabod Daw ks s Letter, 
and" theie, among oticr speculations, the histoinu 
takes upon him tu sa^ , “ That U is discoursed that 
theic Will be a battle m Flanders before the aimies 
separate, and many will ha^e it to be to-monow, 
the gieat battle of ilamcues being fought on a 
a Si 
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Whitsunday” A gentleman, who was a wag m 
Ifngh^atthe expression, and said. 
By Mr Dawks s favour, I warrant you, if we 
meet them on Whitsunday oi Monday we shaU not 
stand upon the day with them, whether it be before 
or after the holidays An admuer of this gentle- 
♦"kr ® neighbour at a distant 

merry These reflections, m ttie waters of the 
transactions of the times, seize die wodd/es ot such 

Noughts of their own, and 
consequendy lay a weight upon eveiy thing which 
they read in pnnt But Mr Dawks concluded his 
^ ^ couitcous sentence, which was very 
« wl k applauded by the whole company^ 
« We wish ” says he, - all our customers a S 
Whitsuntide, and many of them Honest Icabod 
ts as extiaordinaiy a man as any of SiTStermtv 
and as paiticular His style is a dialect betS 
the famihaiity of talking and writing, and his letter 
such as yo« cannot distinguish whether pimt or ma~ 
n^enpt ^ which give, us a refieshment of the idea 

hHr^' ete/onCand 

O art ^fk ^ acquaintance read, m the next 
place, the account of the afiair, akinoi t ^ 

ms^m 

p-od..» 
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and bankruptcy, m many of tbc shop-statesmen , 
but turn the imaginations of those of a little higher 
orb into deliriums of dissati^-faction, which is seen 
in a continual fret upon all that touches their brains, 
but more particularly upon any advantage obtained 
by their country, where they are conhdered as lu- 
natics, and therefore tolerated m their ratings 
What I am now warning the people of is, that 
the news-papers of this island aie as pernicious to 
weak heads in England, as ever books of chu airy 
to Spam , and therefore shall do all that in me lies, 
with the utmost care and vigilance imaginable, to 
prevent these growing evils A flaming instance of 
this malady appeared in my old acquaintance at this 
time, who, after he had done reading all his papers, 
ended with a thoughtful air, If we should have a 
peace, we should then know foi certain whethei it 
was tlae king of Sweden that lately came to Dun- 
kirk ^ I whispered him, and desired him to step 
aside a little with me When I had opportunity, I 
decoyed him into a coach, m order for his more 
easy conveyance to Moorfields The man went very , 
quietly with me^ and by that tune he had brought 
the Swede from the defeat by the czar to the Bo- 
rysthenes, we were passing by Will’s coffee-house, 
where the man of the house beckoned to us We 
made a full stop, and could hear fiam above a very 
loud \ oice swearing, with some expressions towards 
treason, that the subject m France was as free as in 
England Hxs distemper would not let him re- 
flect, that his own discourse was an argument of 
the contraiy Thej to^d him, one would speak 
with him belo'vt He came immediately to oui 
coach-side I whispered him, that I had an order 
to cairy him to the Bastile ’ He immediately 
obeyed with gieat resignation for to this sort of 
lunatic, whose bram is touched for the Fiench, tha 
^ 3 
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name of a gaol m that kingdom has a more amee- 
able sound, eban that of a pa.ern d seat in this thin 

mTtwfr /‘i^PP^da little unluc kilvbitgt 

fen jonabcs togetlici, foi they iramednte?7 

SSer fm of Su eden, 

fend™ f.?m Fi nice This 

Solsterer t ' '' dooi to the 

pimisterer, safe in his apartment in my B-dlam 

kM Mefcuie Gal- 

fcnfe -^cd^ally in 

anTJ°f to lay hold of 

few Moxphew, my o^er- 

tn f time, I desire all tme subiects 

to forbear discourse with him, any otherwise thaf 

oir, I hope to see ^ou m England ’ ^ 


N® 179 SATURDAY, JUNE I, 1710 ^ 

■—- 0h> fm «« ^Ad,s,nvM,U, 
iutu , £g rmormjfrotegfU m,i,a t 

VIRG Georg II 488,_ 

Some god conduct me to the sacred shades 

Or Wtme high to Htemus' hdlr cio»Tf ' 


Drydei?^ 


my own Apartment, May SI 
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pai taking the joyg of it ni descnption, as m the 
toilovving letter 

Sir, 

I believe you u ill forgive ire, though I write 
to you a \ery long epistle , since it relates to the sa- 
tisfaction of a country life, which I know }ou 
would lead, if you could In the fiat place I must 
confess to you, that I am one of the most luxurious 
men living , and as I am such, I take care to make 
my pleasures lasting, by following none but such as 
aie innocent and lehijed, as well as, m some mea- 
sme, impioving You have m your labours been 
so much concerned to represent the actions and, 
pasaions of mankind, tnat the whole vegetable 
world has almost escaped your obseivation but 
sme there are giati£cations to be drawn from 
thence, which deserve to be recommended For 
youi better intoimation, I wish you could visit your 
old friend in Cornwall You would be pleased to 
see the many alterations I have made about my 
house, and how much I have impioved my estate 
Without raising the rents of it 

As the winter engrosses with us near a double 
portion of the year, tlie three dehghtful vicissitudes 
being ciowded almost within the space of six 
months, there is nothing upon which I have be- 
stowed so much study and expence, as in con- 
tnving means to soften the seventy of it, and, if 
possible, to establish twelve chearful months about 
my habitation In order to this, the charges I 
have been at m building and furnishing a Green- 
hguse will, perhaps, be thought somewhat extra- 
vagant by a gieat many gentlemen whose revenues 
exceed mine But when I consider, that all men 
of any life and spirit have their inclinations to gra- 
t4y j and wlica i compute the sums laid out by the 
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generality of the men of pleasuie, in the number of 
winch 1 alA^ays rank myseif, in riotous eating and 
dunking, in equipage and appaiei, upon wenching, 
gaming, racing, and hunting, I hnd, upon the 
balance, that the indulging of my humour comes at 
a leasonabie rate 

Since I communicate to you all incidents sc- 
nous and trifling, even to the death of a butterfly, 
that fall out within the compass of my little em- 
pire , }ou Will not, I hope, be ill pleased with the 
di aught I now send }ou of my little winter pa- 
radise, and with an account of my way of amusing 
myself and others m it 

The younger Pliny, you know, writes a long 
letter to his friend Gallus, m which he gives him a 
very particular plan of the situation, the conve- 
niences, and the agreeableness of his villa In my 
last, you may remember, I promised j-ou something 
of this kind Had Piiny lived in a noithein cli- 
mate, I doubt not but we should have found a veiy 
complete orangery among his epistles, and I, pio- 
bably, should have copied his model, instead of 
building after my own fancy, and you bad been le- 
feued to him for the history of my late exploits in 
architecture by which means my performances 
w^ould ha\e made a better figure, at least in writing, 
than they are like to make at present 

The aiea of my green house is a hundred paces 
long, fifty broad, and the roof thii ty feet high The 
wail toward the north is of solid stone On the 
south side, and at both the ends, the stone-work 
ri'scs but thieefeet from the ground, excepting the 
pilasters, placed at convenient distances, to strength- 
en and beautify the building The intermediate 
spaces aie filled up with large sashes of the 
strongest and most transparent glass The middle 
sash, which IS wider than any of the other, seivea 
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for the enhance , to which you mount by sis easy 
steps, and descend on the inside by as many This 
opens and shuts with greater ease, keeps the wind 
out better, and is at the same time more uniform, 
than folding-dooib 

In the middle of the roof there runs a cielmg 
thiity feet broad from one end to tlie other This is 
enlivened by a masterly pencil, with all the variety 
of raial scenes and prospects, which he has peopled 
with the whole tribe of sylvan deities The r cha- 
racters and their stories are so viell expressed, that 
the whole seems a collection of all the most beau- 
tiful fables of the ancient poets translated into 
colouis The remaining spaces of the roof, ten feet 
on each side of the ciehng, are of the clearest glass, 
to let m the sky and clouds from above The 
building points fall east and west^ so that I enjoy 
the sun while he is above the horizon His rays are 
improved through the glass , and I receive through 
it what IS desirable m a winter sky, without the 
coarse allay of the season, which is a kind of sifting 
or straining the weather My greens and flowers 
are as sensible as I am of this benefit They flou- 
rish and look chearful as in the spring, while their 
fellow cieatures abroad are starved to death I 
must add, that a moderate expence of hre, over and 
above the contribution I receive from the sun, 
ser\es to keep this large room m a due temperature, 
it being sheltered from the cold winds by a hill on 
the north, and a wood on the east 

The shell, you see, is both agreeable and con- 
venient , and now you shall judge, whether I ha e 
hid out the floor to advantage There goes through 
the whole length of it a spacious walk of the finest 
gravel, made to bind and unite so firmly that it 
seems one continued stone, with this advantage, 
that It IS eas er to the foot, and bettei for walking. 
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than it it -vteie what it seems to be At each end 
of the walk, on the one and on the othei 'Jide of it, 
lies a square plot of grass of the finest turf and 
Inghiest veidure What ground lemains on both 
Sides, between these little smooth heids of gieen, 
IS flagged with laige quaines of white marble, 
where the bme \eins trace out such a vaiiety of irre- 
gular wmdaigs, thiough the cleai suilace, that 
these bright plains seem full of iivulels and sticanv 
ingmeandeis This, to my eye that delights in 
simplicity, IS inexpressibly more beautiful than the 
chequered floors winch aie so generally admired by 
otbeis Upon the right and upon the left, along 
the gia\el walk, I have langed interchangeably the 
bay, the myrtle^ the orange and the lemon-trees, 
intermixed with painted hollies, sih er firs, and py- 
ramido of yew , all so disposed, that every tree re- 
ceives an additional beauty fiom its situation, be- 
sides the harmony that rises from the disposition of 
tile whole No shade cuts too stiongly, oi bieaks? 
in harshly upon the other, but the eye is cheared 
With a nnld rather than goigeous diveisity of 
greens 

The borders of tlie four grass-plots are gai - 
nished with pots of flowers Those delcacies of 
nature recreate two senses at once , and leave such 
debghtful and gentle impressions upon the biam, 
that I cannot help thinking tlitm of equal force 
With the softest aiis of music, toward the smootliing 
of oui tempers In the centei of eveiyplot is a 
statue Tne figures I have made choice of aie a 
Venus, an Adonis, a Diana, and an Apollo, such 
excellent copies, as to raise the same delight as we 
should draw from the sight of the ancient onginals 
The north w'-ali would have been but a tnesome 
waste to the eye, if I had not diveisified it with 
the most lively ornaments, suitable to the place. 



N® 179 TATLER. 179 

To this intent I have been at the expence to lead 
o\er arches, from a neighbouring hill, a plentiful 
store of spring" water, which a beautiful Naiad, 
placed as high as is possible in the center of the 
wall, pouis out trom an uin This, by a fall of 
above twenty feet, makes a most delightful cascade 
into a bason, that opens wide within the marble 
floor on that side At a reasonable distance, on 
eithei hand of the cascade, the wail is hollowed into 
two spieadmg scollops, each of which receives a 
couch of green \el\ct, and foims at tlie same tune 
a canopy ovei them Next to tliem come two large 
aviaries, which aie likewise let into tlie stone 
These are succeeded by two grottoes, set off with 
all the pleasing ludeness of shells, and moss, and 
cngged stones, imitating, m miniature, locks and 
precipices, the most dreadful and gigantic works of 
natuie After the giottoes, you have two inches, 
tlie one inhabited by Ceres, with her sickle and 
sheaf of wheat, and the other by Pomona, who. 
With a countenance full of good cheei, pourj> a boun- 
teous autumn of fruits out of hei horn Last of all 
come two colonies of bees, whose stations lying 
east and west, the one is saluted by the rising, the 
other by the <ietting sun These, all of them being 
placed at propoitioned intervals, furnish out the 
whole length of the wall, and the spaces that he 
between are painted «« frescp, by the aame liand 
that has enuched my cieling 

Now, Sn, }ou see my whole contrivance to 
elude the rigour of the year, to bring a northern 
climate nearer the sun, and to exempt myself from 
the common fate of my countrymen I must de- 
tain you a little longer, to tell you that I never enter 
tnis delicious retiiement, but my spirits are re- 
vived, and a sweet complacency diffuse^ it-^elf ei 
my whole «und» And how can it be otherwise 
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With a conscience void of offence^ where the music 
of falling waters, tlie symphony of birds, the gentle 
humming of bees, the breath of flowers, the flne 
imagery of painting and sculptuie, m a word, the 
beauties and the charms of nature and of art, com t 
all my faculties, lefresh the fibres of the brain, and 
smooth e\eiy avenue of thought > What pleasinc^ 
meditations, 'v\hat agreeable wanderings of the 
mmd, and what delicious slumbers, have I enjoj ed 
here^^ And \\ben I turnup some masterly -venter 
to my imagination, methmks here his beauties ap- 
pear m the most advantageous light, and the rays 
of his genius shoot upon me witli greater force and 
brightness than ordinary This place likevMse 
keeps the whole family in good humour, m a season 
wherein gloominess of temper pievails universallv m 
this island My wife does often touch hei Jiite in 
one of the grottoes, and my daughter sings to it 
while the ladies with you, amidst all the diversions 
of the tovvn, and m the most affluent fortunes, are 
fietting and repining beneath a louring sk> tor they 
know not what In this green-house we otten dine, 
we drink tea, we dance countxy-dances^ and what 
Ss the chief pleasure of ail, we entertain our 
neighboms m it, and by tins means contribute 
'very much to mend the climate five or six miles 
about us I am. 

Your must humble servant. 


T S*’ 
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Stulnttam patiuntm 

HOR I Ep 29. 

Their folly pleads the privilege of Health 

F}om my ozi.n Apartment^ June 2 

I HAVE recei\ed a letter vhich accuses me of par- 
tiality la the administration of the Censoi&hip; and 
sav‘3j that I ha\^e been veiy fiee with the lower part 
ot mankind, but extremely cautious in lepresen- 
tatuHis ot mattci s w Inch concern men of condition 
Ihis coriespondent takes upon him also to s^y, the 
upholsterer was not undone by turning politician, 
but became bankuipt by trusting his goods to pei- 
sons ot quality, and demands of me, tliat I should 
do justice upon such as brought poverty and distress 
upon the woild below them, while they themsehes 
wcie sunk in pleasures and iuxniy, supported at the 
cMenceof those -veiypeijons whom they treated 
with negligence, as if they did not know whether 
they dealt with them or not This is a very heavy 
accusation, both ot me, and such as die man ag- 
grieved accuses me of toleiatmg For this reason, 
I resolved to take this matter into consideration , 
and upon veiy 1 ttle meditation, could call to mf 
memory many lastanceb which made this complaint 
tar from being groundless The root of this evil 
does not always pioceed tiom injustice in the men 
of figure, but otten f-om a false grandeur which 
they take upon diem rn being unacquainted with 

\ OL IV K 
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thf'U o-v^n business, not considering how mein a 
part they act, v/hen their names and characleis are 
subjected to the little arts of ibeir servants and de- 
pendents The overseer's of the pool are a people 
who have no great lepulation for the discharge of 
their trust, but are much less scandalous ti an the 
overseers of the rich Ask a young teliow of a 
great estate, who was that odd fellow tint spoke to 
him in a public house ^ he answers, *^one that does 
my business It is, with m'^n} , a natural conse- 
quence of being a man of foitune, that they aie 
not to understand the disposal of it , and they long 
to tome to their estates, only to put themselves 
under new guardianship Nay, I have known a 
young fellow, who was reguhily bred an ittoiney, 
and was a very expeit ope until he had an estate 
fallen to him Ihe moment that happened he, 
who could before prove the next land he cast his 
eye upon, his own , and was so shaip, that a mm 
at first bight would gne him a snull sum foi a ge- 
neral receipt, whether he owed him any thing or 
not such a one, I say, have I seen, upon coming 
to an estate, forget all his difiidci ce of mankind, 
and become the most manageable thing breathing 
He immediately wanted a stir'*mg man to take upon 
him his affaiib, to receive and pay, and do every 
thing which he himself was now too line a gentle- 
man to understand It is pleasant to consider, that 
he who wouM have got an estate , had he not come 
to one, will certainly staive because one fell to 
him i but such contradictions are we to ourselves, 
and any change of life is insupportable to some 
natures 

It IS a mistaken sense of superiority, to believe a 
figure, or equrpage, gives men piecedence to their 
neighbours Notmr g can create respect from man- 
k nd, but laying obligations upon tliem, and it may 
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i^iSDii'^bly be concluded, that if it were put 
into a d le balance, according to the true state of 
the account, many vt- ho believe themselves m pos- 
session ot a luge share ot dignity in the world, 
must give place to their inferiois The greatest of 
all dibti’ictions in civil life is that of debtor and cre- 
ditor, and there needs no great progress in logic to 
know winch, in that case, is the advantageous side 
He who can say to another, Pray, master, or, 
‘‘ pi ay, my lord, give me my own, can as justly 
tell him, It IS a fantastical distinction >oii take 
upon vou, to pretend to pass upon the world for iny 
master or loid, when, at the same time that I wear 
5 oar liverv’*, you owe me wages, or, while I wait 
at your dooi, you aie ashamed to see me until you 
hue pud my bill ” 

The good old way among the gentry of England, 
to imintam their pre-eminence over the lower rank, 
was by their bounty, munificence, and hospitality , 
and It IS a very unhappy change, if at present, by 
tiiemselves or their agents, the luxury of the gentry 
IS supported by the credit of the trader Ihis is 
what 111) correspondent pretends to prove out of his 
own books, and those of his whole neighbourhood* 
He has the confidence to sa} , that there is a mug- 
house neai Long-acre, wheieyou may every evening 
hen an exact account of distresses of this kind* 
One complains that such a lady s finery is the oc- 
casion that his own wife and daughter appear so 
long in the same gown Another, that all the fur- 
niture ot her visiting apaitment are no more hers, 
than the scenery of a pla) are the proper goods of 
theactiess Nay, at the lower end of the same 
table, youma> hear a butcher and poulterei sa>, that, 
at then proper charge, all that family has been 
maintained since they last came to town 

It 2 
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Ihefiee inannci, m winch people of fashion aie 
discoursed on at such meetings^ is but a ju«:t i e- 
pi O'Neil of th^ii tailuies in this kina^ but the luc- 
iaachol) rchtousoi liie gieat necessities t'adcMPca 
arediivcnto, u ho siippoi t then credit in spite ot 
tile taithless pionises vhicL aie made them, and the 
abatement wliicn they suf-a ’when pad by the c 
toition ot upp^i seivants, is u hat would stop the 
most thougnt e^s nan in the caieer ot his pleasuies^ 
if rigiu y 3 ep resented to him 

It thia n ittci lo not \er} speedilv^ amended, I 
sLaU think pill t CAiJCt iis^s of ail poisons who 
aie no at thvU o\ a disposal, though abo\e the age 
of t\ c n^-oiK , u d as nie tiad^i is made mik’^apt 
forabsiiKC tiom ins abode, so shill the gentlcmaq 
foi a^ honir, if, whei 3 Ir hloiphcw cails^ 

Lc cannot gi^c '’ii e^aH accotiit of what passes m 
his own f I nl ^ ici this fan w'^rning, no one 
lo ill li' nniseit iiardiy aealt with, if I take 
upon m topioiour^e him no longer mastei of his 
e e, \vi^ 01 fcimil}, than he continue-j to im- 
pin chciisli, ''ll j. maintain rhem upon the basis 
ot ii own piopcit\, wuihoat incmsior-> upon his 
jjeijhboui in an> oi these paiticnl^iS 

Accord { 0 to that excellent philosophei FpictetuSj* 
we aie aV Lat actuig poits in a plaj , and it is not a 
d * 5 ^ iciitin in Itself to b high or low, but to be- 
poii e tie puts we are topeifoim 1 am by my 
oil ce pi omptcr on thi» occ won , and shall gi\ e 
those wi 0 Uw '1 iitde oat in tlie i parts, suen soft 
hirtb n\a> he p them to pioceed, without letting 
It be kno n to the '^n hv.nce they w^eie out but if 
thevmn <juite out ol crii ctei, the} must be called 
oiF the st-^ge, and receive puts moie suitable to 
txieu gc^nius Sc vile complaisance shall degrade a 
Iran from his lion om and qualit}, and haughUne>?s 
bo j et more debased Foi tune shall no longci ap- 
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pioprnte distinciionb> but patute dnect us in the 
dibpobitioi both of respect and disconnte nnce As 
iheie are tempos m '•tie fai coniiUiand, a cl others 
tor obedience 5 so theie aie men born toi acquiring 
possebSions and othei b incapable ot being othei than 
Hieie lodgCiS in the houses of then ancestoi-, and 
hate It not iii then veiy composition to oe propri- 
etois of any thing These men are mo\ed only by 
the meie etlects ot impulse then good-will and 
disesteem a^e to be leg-irded equally , for neidier is 
the eltect ot tin ir judgment Ihis loo'^e temper is 
th^t which makes iman^ \\ hat Sallust &o x^eii re- 
mciikb to happen tieqaently m the saiie peisoii, to 
be covetous of what is another s, and pioiuse of 
w hat is his o r TIus soit ot men is usu illy amia-» 
b''e to oicliP'’!} e}es, but in the sight of leason, 
nothings laudable but what is gui led by re'^^on 
Tine coveto is prodigal is of all otheis the woist mm 
111 society If he would but take time to look into 
2 nmaeit> he v'-onld find his soul all o' er gashed with 
broken \ ow s and prornise& , and his retrospect on 
his actions w ould not cous’at of ledections upon 
those good icsol itions after maiu’-e thought, which 
aie the tme hfe ot a leasonable creatu’t, bat the 
nauseous memo yot imperfect pleasures, die dreams, 
and occasion il amusements lo follow such dis- 
satibfjnng pui suits, is it possible to suffer tiie igno- 
miny ot being unjust^ I rcmembei m Tally si 
Bpibtie, in the lecommendation. ot a man to an af- 
fair which had no maiinei of relation to money, it 
IS said, You may tiust him, foi he is a fiugal 
man* It IS ceitam, he, who has not legard to 
Strict lUbtice in the commeiceof life, can be ca- 
pable of no good action in any other kmd , but be, 
who lives below his income. Jays up eveiy moment 
pf hfe armour agamet a base world, that will cover 
R 3 
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all f!'\ilties while he is so fo**tified, nnd exagge- 
rate them when he is naked and defenceless 

Advertisejue^t 

A stage-coach sets out exictly at six from 
Nando s codee-hoose to Mr Tiptoes dancing- 
school, and returns at eleven e\ery evening, lor one 
tohiihng and four-pence 

N B Dancing-shoes, not exceeding four inches 
height in the heels, and periwigs ♦ not exceeding 
three ftet ui length, are carried in the coacii-bo\ 
gratis 


N^JSl TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1710 


* DieSf ni fMkty ad st^ qu^m semper acerhunty 

Stmper Un ratum, m du volu slis, bub ho 

VIRG V 49 

And now the nsing day renews the year, 

A day for e\er sad, foi ever dear Da v den 

Fi om my own Jpariment, June 5 

Thfrf are those among mankind, who can enjoj 
ro lelibh ot their being, except the w orld is made 
acqminted with all that relates to them, ^nd think 
ei ery thing lost that passes unobserved , but others 
hnd a solid delight in stealing by the crowd, and 
modelling their life after such a mannei, as is as 
much above the approbation as the practice of the 
vuJgai Life being too shojt to gi\e instances great 
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eijough of true friendship oi good-\\iUj some sages 
ha\e thought it pious to preserve a certain reveience 
foi the Manes ol their deceased friends, and have 
wilhdiawn themselves from the rest of the world at 
ceitain seasons, to commemorate in their own 
thoughts SUCH of their acquaintance who have gone 
before them out of this iite And indeed, when we 
aie advanced m years, there is not a more pleasing 
entertainm'^nt, than to lecollect m a gloomy mo 
ment tiie many we have pirted with, that have been 
dear and agreeable to us, and to cast a melanc hol> 
tiiought or tvvo after those, with v/hom, peihaps, 
we have indulged ourselves in whole nights of 
mirth iud jollity With such inclinations in rfiy 
heart I \v ent to my closet > esterday in the ev ening, 
and lesohed to be sorrowful, upon which occasion 
I could not but look with disdain upon myself, that 
though all the reasons which I had to lament the 
lo'>s of many of my friends aie now as foicible as at 
the moment of then depaiture, yet did not my 
heart swell with the same sorrow which I felt at 
that time , but I could, without tears, reflect upon 
many pleasing adveutuies I have had wuth some, 
who have long been bknded with common earth 
'Ihough It is by the benefit of nature, that length of 
time thus blots out the vio^encu of afflictions , yet 
with tempers too much given to pleasuie, it is al- 
most necessary to revuve il e old places of grief in 
OQi memory, and ponder step by step on past life, 
to lead the mind into that sobriety of thought 
which poizes the heart, and makes it beat vvith duo 
time, without bemg" quickened with desiic, or le- 
taided with despair, from its pioper and equal 
motion When we wind up a clcLk that is out of 
order, to make it go well for the fltuie, we do not 
immediately set the hand to th|| present instant, 
but wc make it strike the round Ifcf all its hours. 
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belo it c?n ieco\ei the le^nlaiity of its tune 
Siidi, thong.ht I, shall be my method this evening ^ 
and since it is that c'\\ of the yeai which I dedicate 
to the numon or such ui another iiie as I much 
weighted iii when lUiUg, an hour oi two snail be 
Sided to soirrw and then meraor}, while I lun 
oie’-'iilth^ laehnchoiy ciicumstmces of this hind 
w iich have occmied to me in ni} whole life 

Tne first sen'-e of sorrow I e\er knew was upoi:^ 
the dt a hot my tuhei^ at which tmie I was not 
quuc h e 5 tars of age, but was rather amazed at 
wh^t an the hou'^e meant, than possessed with a 
real undei-^tandii'g v hy nobody was willing to play 
with me I ren c nibei I went into the room vdieie 
bis bo'i} lay, md ray mo^-her sat weeping alone b\ 
It I had my baitiedo e in my hand, and fell 
a-beating ^be ccllin, and cnling Fapa, for, I Inov 
not how, 1 had some sligl t ’dea tint he was locKcd 
up d ere hi} motliei c'^tched me n hci aims, 
a d t uispkf’ed bcyond all patience of tee «ileiit 
u s betoic m, «he almost smothd-cd me 

X I ei embrace'j, and told me in a fio( '' ct teais, 
ir lould not hcai me, and woina jla} with me 
no nio c, for t Ley weie going to put mm under 
grouno, w hence he could ncvei cornet) us agiin ’ 
fohe \ as a \eiy bemtitul woman, ot a ncLle spint, 
aiul there was a d gnity in her grief amidst all the 
w ddness of hn t anspo t , which, methought, 
struck me wdh an instinct of sonow^, that, befoic J, 
was sensible of wdiat tt was to grieve, seized my 
V e^y soul, and h is made pity the weakness of my 
heait e\ei s’pcp The mind in infancy is, rae- 
thinks, libe the body m embryo, and leceives im- 
pieasions so foicible, that tiiey are iiaid to be re- 
gloved by reason, as any maiic, with >vhich a child 
IS born. Is to be taken away by any future appli- 
cation, Hence it is, that good-nature m me is na 
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in^nt 5 but hiving been so frequently ovei whelmed 
With hei teai'j betoie I knew the cause of 'll!/ af- 
hiction, 01 coaH diaw defences fioni my own 
judgment, Iiiioioed commiseiation loinorse, and 
an UD mini} gentleness of mind, winch since iii- 
sni ed me mto ten thousand calamities, fioni 
whence 1 can leap no advantage, e\cept it be, 
th it, in such a humour as I am now m, I can the 
bettei indulge myselt m the softnesses of humanity, 
and enjo} tha^ sweet '^nxiety which arises fiom the 
menoiy of past a^hictions 

We, that aie veiy old, are bet^-ci able to lemem^ 
her things w inch hotel us in oui distant } outh, t lan 
the p issagcs ot iaicx davs Foi this reison it is, 
that the companions of my stiong u 1 vigorous 
}c''ispie eiiL ti enisclvcs moie imm diatci} to me in 
this otiice of liovv^ Untimely and unhappy deaths 
aie what we aie most apt to lament so little aie 
ave able to make it indiiTeient wnena thing h?ppe is, 
though we know it must hippui Thus we gioaii 
undei hie, and bewail those who aie relieved fiom 
it Every object tlut reHiins to oiii imagu ation 
laisCs diderent passions, actoidiig to tlie circnm^ 
stance of tiicir dep^rluie Who can have lived la 
an aim}, and in a senous hour ledcct upon the 
many gav and agreeable men that niignt long have 
fiouiishedm the aits of peice, and not join with the 
impiecations of the fath'^iiess and widow on the 
1} rant to who®'' ambition tbef fell cacrihces ^ But 
gallant men, who aie cit^od by the sword, move 
lathci om veneiation than^oui pity, and we gather 
relief enough fiom tlieir own contempt of death, to 
maive tint no evil, which w as approached with so 
much chearfulness, and attended with so much ho- 
nour But when we turn our thoughts fiom the gieat 
parts of life on such occasions, and instead of 
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menting those who stood leadv to gue death to 
those tiom whom they had the lortune to receive 
It, I say, when wc let om thoughts wander from 
such 1 oble objects, and considei the havock which 
IS made among the tendei and the innocent, pity 
enters vith an unmi\ed softness, and possesses all 
our souls at once 

Here (were there words to e^nress such senti- 
ments with proper tenderness) I should lecord the 
beaut}, innocence, and untimely death, ot the hist 
o* |ecl my e>es evei beheld with love The beau- 
teous virgin ^ how ignoi uitly did she chaim, how 
ca-elessly excel ^ Oh Death ^ thou bast right to the 
bold, to the ambitious, to the high, and to the 
haughty , but why this ciuelty to the humble, to 
tile meek, to the und^oceining to the tLouglitless > 
Nor age, nor business, nor distiess, can eiase the 
dear image flora my imagination In the same 
wetk, I saw herdiessed tor i ball, and m a shroud 
How ill d d the habit of death become the p’^ct^y' 

trifltr ? I still behold the sm ling eaitli A large 

trained chsasteis were coming on to my memory, 
when ni) servant knocked at my closet-door, and 
intenupted me with a letter, attended with a ham- 
per of w me, of tlie same sort with that which is to 
be put to sale, on Thursday next, at Gairawa} s 
coitce-heu'-e Upon the receipt of it, I sent for 
till ee of 111} friends We are so intimate, that we 
can be comp ny m w^hatever state of mind we meet, 
and can euteitain each other without expecting 
always to rejoice The wine we found to be 
generous and w aiming, but with such an heat 
as moved us lather to be chearful than frolick- 
some It revived the spirits, without bring the 
blood We commended it until two of the clock 
this moiuiiig, and having to-day met a little 
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before dinner, we found, that though wo diank 
two bottles a man, we had much moie leason 
to recollect than torget what had passed the night 
before 
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Spectaret populum ludt atimttm iptis 

HOR i Ep n 197 

The crnwd would moie delight the laughing Sage*, 
Tiiffl all the f tree, and follies of the stage 

Francis, 


Sheer-lane, June 7 

The town grows so very empty, that the greater 
number of my gay characters are fied out of my 
sight into the country My beaux are now shep- 
herds, and iny belles wood-nymphs They are 
lolling o\er rivulets, and covered with shades, while 
we V ho remain in town, hurry through the dust 
about impertinencies, without knowing the happi- 
ness of leisure and retirement To add to this ca- 
lamity, even the actors are going to desei t us tor a 
season, and we shall not shortly have so much as a 
landscape or a forest-scene to refresh ourselves with 
in the midst ot our fatigues This may liot, per- 
haps, be so sensible a loss to any other as to me , 
for I confess it is one of my gieatest delights to sit 
unobserved and unknown m the gallery, and en- 

* Democritus 
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tnt'im myself either \Mth veil'll is perso lated on the 
stage, or obsc.i\e what appeniancc', present thein- 
&c}\e& in the audience If thcie ^^cie no olhci 
good co’ioequo res ni a plav-hou c, th in ti it o 
niai} peisoiia ot difircicnt lanks ind conditions iie 
phced there in tlicir most pleasing aspects, th it 
piospeci only uoiild be \ ay tar tiom being below 
the pleasures cf i v ise man There is not one pei- 
son you can see, m it }ou look with an in- 

clination to be pleased, }ou mav noi- behold some- 
thing w 01 thy oi agree ible Our thoughts a^e m 
our teaturcb , and the visage of those in whom lo\ e, 
lage, aiigei, jealousy, oi envy, have then fiequent 
mni'-ions, cairies the traces of those passions 
wiercvei the amorous, the cholenc, the jealous, oi 
the envious, aie pleased to make then appearance 
However, the assembly at a play is usaahy made up 
ot such as have a sense of son c flcgance m plea- 
sure, b) which means the audience is gt lei illy 
composed of those who hue gentle affections, oi U 
least of such, as at that time, aiein the best 1 u- 
nioui }0Li can evei find them This has insensibly 
a good effect upon om spirits, and the musical an s 
which are jiajed to us, put the whole company 
m^-o a paiticipation of the same pleasure, and by 
consequence, for that time, equal in Immoni, la 
fortune, and m quality Thus fai we gain only by 
coming into an audience , but if we tind, added to 
this, the beauties of propel action, the foice of elo- 
quence, and the gaiety of well-placed lights and 
scenes, it is being Happy, and seeing others happy, 
for two hours , a duiation of bliss not at all to be 
slighted b} so short-hved a creatuie as man Why 
then should not the duty of the plaver be had m 
much moie esteem than it is at piescnt > If the 
mei it of a performance is to be \alued accoiding to 
the talents which aie necessary to it, the qnahfi- 
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cations of a ph}er should laise him much aboxe the 
aits and wajs of life u inch call meiceniry oi 
mechanic When we look round a full hous'^, and 
behold so few that caii;, though the/ set themselves 
out to show as much as the persoi^s on die stage do, 
come up to what they would appear c\en in dumb 
allow , how much does tlie actor deserve our appro- 
baticai, who adds to the advantage ot looks and 
motions^ the tone of \oice, the dignity, the humi- 
hty, the sorrow, and t^-^e tnamph, sui able to the 
chaiacter he pei senates > 

It may nossibly be imagined by severe men, that 
I im too trequent in the mention of the theatrical 
representations, but who is not exceHue in the 
d ^course ot what he cxtiemely likes '* Eugenio can 
lead you to a gahery of hne pictures, vheh col- 
kction he is always increasing Crassu-s, thiough 
woods and forests, to which he designs to add the 
neighbouiing count its These aie great and nobic 
lu&tances ot their magn ficeuce Ihe pla}ers ne 
iny pictures, and then scenes my territories By 
communicatmg the pleaauie I take in them, it may 
m some measure add to men s gratification this 
way, as viewing the choice and wealth ot Eugenio 
and Crassus augments the enjoyments ot thoi»e 
whom they entertain, with a piospect of such pos- 
sessions as would not otheiwise tali within the 
reach of then fortunes 

It y ay cry good office one man does another, 
when he tells him the manner of his being pleased , 
and I have often thought, that a comment upon the 
capacities of the players would very much impiove 
tlie delight that wav, and impart it to those vyho 
othei w ise hay e no sense of it. 

The firbt of the present stage are Wilks and 
Cibber, perfect actois in their different kinds 
Wilks has a singular talent in repiesenting the 

y OL IV* s 
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graces of liituie , Cibber the deformity m the af- 
leciation of them Were I a writer of plays, I 
should »3e\er employ either of them in parts whicli 
had not their bent this way This is seen in the 
inimitable stiain and run of good humoiu which is 
hept up in the chaiacter of Wildaii, and in the nice 
and delicate abuse of understanding in that of Su 
Noi/elty Cibber, m another light, hits exqui- 
sitely the Jiat cuihty of an affected gentleman- 
usher, and Wilks the easy frankness of a gen- 
tleman 

If you TR ould observe the force of the same ca- 
pacities in highei life, can any thing be moie inge- 
nuous than the behaviour of prince Harry, when his 
father checks bim> any thing more exasperating 
than that of Richard, when he insults his superiors > 
To beseech gracefully, to approach respectfully, to 
P‘U, to mouin, to love, aie the places wherein 
Wills mn/ be made to shine with the utmost 
beauty To rally pleasantly, to scorn artfully, to 
flatter, to iidicule, and to neglect, are what Cibber 
woitld peiform w ith no less excellence 

When actors are considered with a view to their 
talents, it is not only the pleasure of that hour of 
action, which the spectators gain from then per- 
fonnance , but the opposition of right and wTong 
on the stage, would ha\e its foice m the assistance 
of our judgments on otlier occasions I have at 
present under my tutelage a young poet, who, I 
design, shall entertain the town the ensuing w inter 
And as he does me the honour to let me see hia 
comedy as he whites it, I shall endeavour to make 
the parts fit the geniuses of the seveial actors, as 
exactly as their habits can their bodies And be- 
cause the tw o J have mentioned are to perform the 
pimcipai parts, I ha\e prevailed with the house to 
ict the Careless Husband” be acted on Tuesday 
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next, that 1117 joung author may have a vie v of the 
play, which is acted to perfection, both by them 
and all concerned in it , as being born within the 
walls of the theatre, and written with an exact 
knowledge of the abilities of the perfoimeis Mr 
Wilks Will do his best in tins play, because it is for 
his own benefit , and Mr. Cibbei, becmse he writ 
it. Besides which, all the great beauties we have 
left m town, or within call of it, will be present, 
because it is the last play this season This oppoi- 
tunity will, I hope, inflame my pupil \nth. such ge- 
nerous notions, from seeing so fair an assembly as 
will be then present, that liis pla) may be composed 
of sentiments and charactei*s proper to be presented 
to such an audience His diama at present has 
only the outlines drawn There are, I find, to be 
in. It all the reverend offices of life (such as regiid 
to parents, husbands, and honourable lovers) pre- 
sen- ed with the utmost care, and at the same time 
that agreeableness of behaviour, with the intei- 
mixtme of pleasing passions which arise from inno- 
cence and viitue, interspersed m such a manner, as 
that to be charming and agreeable, shall appear the 
natural consequence of being virtuous l^is great 
end IS one of those I propose to do in my censor- 
ship , but if I find a thin house on an occasion 
when such a work is to be promoted, my pupil shall 
return to his commons at Oxford, and Sheer-Une 
and the theatres be no longer correspondents. 


8 % 
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— — ■ — Fuit hae aPientta quondam 

Iduji ca frivatis iecetaera 

HOR ArsPoetfVer 35$ 

Ou f( refathers I'ely understood 
To se/ia^e pub c from the private good 

F/o?n my ou n Jpmtment^ June 9 
When men look into tiien oun bosoms, and con- 
sidei thegeieioas seeds ■vvliicli are theje ]IaDtcdj» 
if nghtiv cultivated, ennoble tbcir lives, 
ajdrrake their virtue venerable to futurity, how 
cm tl e\, Without teais, reflect on theuniveisal de- 
g nenc} from that public spirit, which ought to be 
the hist and principal motive of all then actions? 
In the Grecian and Roman nations, they were wise 
< 1 ough to I eep up this great incentive, and it wns 
impo^ss h^e to be in the fashion without being i pa- 
triot All gallanti*} bad its hist source from hence 5 
and +0 \>'ant a waimth for tire public welfaie, was a 
detcci. «o a.,andaIous, that lie w^ho was guilty of it 
ind 10 pretence to honour or manhood What 
miles the depiav’ty among uj>, 111 this behalf, the 
moic it\atiois and iiksome to reflect upon, is, tliat 
the contempt of life is ca’*ued as far amongst us, as 
jt coiiki be in those memorable people, and wo 
w ant only a proper application of the qualities which 
iTquent among us, to be as woithy as they 
Ihciu IS haidlyaman to be found v^ho will not 
0 ght upon any occasion, w Inch he thinks may taint 
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Bis own Bonour Were this motive as strong m 
cveiy thing that legard'. tne piibi’c, as it is m this 
oiii private case, no nnn would pass his life away 
w itbcut having d^sangui^hed himself by some gall int 
instance of his zeal towards 't in tiie lespectiva in- 
cidents of hia 1 fe and piofe^ ion But it is o fir 
otherwise, that thcic cannot at present be n nioie ri- 
diculous anmiil, than one who seems to legard the 
good of otheis He, in cuiihl^, whose thoughts 
t^mu^on schemes which may be of geieial be- 
nciil, without fciither leBccuon, called a pio- 
jeetor ?nd the mm whose mind seems »ntent upon 
gloriouj» atchiev ements, a knight emit The ii- 
dicule among us rms st»ong against laudable actions 
nay, m the ordin*’!} course of things, and the com- 
mon legards of li'-e, negligence of the publ-o is an 
epidemic \ice Ihebiewer m his excise, tlie mer- 
tliant in ius ct scorns, and, toi aught we know, the 
sddici m his mustei-iolls, think nc vei the worse of 
themsehes for being guilty of then respective fiauds 
towards the pubLc This evil is come to such a 
fantastical height, that he is a man of a public 
&p t, and heioically affected to h^s country, wha 
can go so fai as even to min usi i with all he has 
in liei funds There i ot a citizen in whose ima-^ 
gi nation such a oie docs not appear m the same 
light of gioiv, as Cod’ us, bcasvola, oi any other 
gre It 1 e in old me V» eie it not tor the heroes 

so much /tr cen^ as Lave regard enough for 
tliensehes and their nation to trade with her with 
then wealth, the very notion of public love w^oulci 
long before nov'^' have vanished fiom among us. 
B It how ever geneial custom may Burry ns away m 
the s^ieam of a common cnoi, there is no evil, no 
Clime, so great as that of being cold in matteis 
V I ich rc’^ate to the common good This ss in iio-^ 
tiling xPo^Q CO isp cuous than ma certain willingness 
» 3 
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to receive any thing, that tends to the diminution 
of such as have been conspicuous instruments in 
our service Such inclinations proceed from the 
most low and vile corruptior, of which the soul ot 
man ^ capable This effaces not only the practice, 
bat the very appiobation of honour and virtue , and 
has had such an effect, tliat, to speak freely, the 
\ ery sense of public good has no longer a part ev en 
our conversations Can then the most generous 
motive of life, the good of otheis, be so easily ba- 
nished the breast of man Is it possible to draw all 
our p-assions mvvard > Shall the boiling heat ot 
youth be sunk m pleasurcb, the ambition of man- 
hood 111 seldsh intiigues > Shall all that is glorious, 
all that IS worth tiie pursuit of great minds, be so 
easily rooted out ^ When the universal bent of a 
people seems div erted f-om the sense of their com- 
mon good, and common glor}, it looks like a fa- 
tality, and crisis of impending misfoitune 
The generous nations we just now mentioned un- 
derstood tins so veiy well, that there was hardlv an 
oration ever made, which did not turn upon tins 
general sense, That the love of their country was 
the first and most essential quality in an honest 
mind ” Demosthenes, m a cau'>e wherein his fame, 
reputation, and foitune, were embarked, puts his 
all upon this issue , Let the Athenians, says he, 
be benevolent to me, they think I have beeij. 
zealous for them This great and discerning orator 
knew, there was nothing else in nature could bear 
him up aga mt his adversaries, but tins one quality 
of hav mg si ow n himself willing or able to servt^ 
Lis country This certainly is the test of merat , 
and the fiist foundation for deserving good-will is 
Laving It yourself The adversary ot this Orator 
at that time was ^Eschmes, a man of wily arts 
and skill m tlus world, who c®uld, as occasion 
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served, fall in with 'i iiational start of passion, or 
siiHenness of hnmonr , which a whole nation 
sometimes taken \Vith aa well as a private man, an^ 
hy that means duert them fiom their common 
into an aveisioii for receiving any thing in 
Its true light But when Demosthenes had awa- 
kened las audience with that one hint ot judging 
by the general tenor ot his life towards them, liis 
services bore down his opponent befo-e him,, wdia 
£ed to the covert of his mean arts, until some more 
livourable occasion should o£ei against the supeiior 
ment of Demosthenes 

Itweie to be wished, that love of their country 
were the fiist piinciple of action in rien ot business,* 
eveiifoi their own sakes, tor when the world be^ 
grns ta examine into tlieir conduct,, the generaht). , 
who have na share in, or hopes ot an> pait in power 
01 iiches, but what js the eifectot then own labour 
or property, will judge of them b) no other method^ 
tiian that of how profitable tiieir administration has 
been to the w^hole They, w ho are out ot th< m- 
fiuenceof men’'s toitune oi fivoir, will let thena 
stand or fall by this one only rule , and men w ho 
can' bear being tried by it, are aiw?ays popuhu la 
their fall Ihose, who cannot suffer such a scin- 
tmy, are contemptible in tneir advancement 

But I am heie running into shreds of maxims 
fiom reading Tautus this morning, that has driven 
me fiom m> lecommendation of public sj int, w hi eh 
was the intended ptupo^e of this llic ib» ition 
There is not a moxe g’orious instance ot it, than m 
the ciiaracter of Reguius 1.110 same Ilegulus was 
taken prisoner by the Carthagi nans, and was sent 
by them to Rome, in ordei to demand some Punic 
noblemen, who w»-ere pusoners, in exchange for 
himself, and w^as bound b> an oath, that he would 
return ta Carthage, if he faded in his commission* 
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He pi'oposes this to the senate, who weie in suspense 
upon It, which Eegulus observing, without having 
the least notion of putting the care of his own life 
in competition with the public good, desired them to 
consider, tint he was old, and almost useless , that 
those demanded in exchange were men of daii ng; 
tempers, and great merit in military affaiis, and 
wondered they would make an} doubt of peimitting 
him to go back to the short tortures prepared for him 
at Carthage, wheie ht should haic tlie advantage of 
ending a long life both gloiiously and usefully This 
geneious advice v as consented and he took his 
leave of his country and his weeping fi lends, to go to 
certain death, with that chearful composure, as a 
man, after the fatigue of business m a court or a cltj^ 
retiies to the next village foi the an 
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Vra d* mdtiiface mi}Uah 

D.gm HOR H Oa 1H.3J. 

Yet worthy of the nuptial €ame— 

Of many, one untainted manU Francis 

Fiom 'my ownjpartment, June 12 
There are certain occasions of life which give pfo- 
pitions omens of the futu' e good conduct of it, as 
well as othei s which explain oui present inward state- 
according to our behaviour in them 01 the latter 
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sort aie faucnls^ of the foimer^ 'weddings The 
manntr ot our carnage when we lobe a friend she\* s 
very much our temper, m the humility of our woid*; 
and actions, and a gencril sense of oui destitute 
condition, \ Inch runs through all our depoitment 
'Ihis gives a solemn testimony ot the generous aflec- 
tion we bore our tnendb, when we seem to disrelish 
eveiy thing, now we can no moit enjoy them, oi see 
them paiiake in oui enjoyments It is verj pioper 
and humane to put our^ehes, as it weie, m ll c^r 
111* ei7 after their decease, and weai a habit unsuita- 
ble to pro^jperit/, while those w e io\ ed and honoured 
are mouldenng m tiie grave As this is laudable on 
the sorrowful side, so on the other, nicictents of 
«occebsma3^ nokss justij be repxcsented and acknow- 
ledged in om outward fg and carnage Ot ill 
such occasions, that gieat change of a single life in- 
to mainage IS the most important, as it is the souice 
ox all relations, and from w hence all other fuerdship 
and commerce do pnncipally arise The general in- 
tent of both sexes is to dispose of themsehes happdy 
and honourably in tins state, and, as ail the good 
equalities we haie are exerted to make ourw ly into it, 
so ^he best appearance, with regard to their minds, 
their persons, and their fortunes, at the first entiance 
into It, IS a due to each othei m the married pair, 
as w^li as a compliment to the lest of the world It 
was an instruction of a wise law-gi\er, that unmar- 
ried women should weai such loose habits, which, 
in the fiowing ot their gaib, should incite their be- 
holdeis to a desire ot their persons, and that the or- 
dinary motion of the^r bodies might display the fi- 
gure and shape of their limbs in such a mannei, as 
at once to preseive the stuctesi decency, and laise 
the w ai mest mclinatioiis 

This \» as the oeconomy of the legislature for tho 
increase of xieople, and at the same time for the pre- 
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s^nat*on of the genial bed Slie^ who was the ad- 
miration of all who beheld her while lanmamed, 
was to bid adieu to tie pleasure of shining m the 
eyes of many, as soon as she took upon her the 
wedd^ condition However, theie wasafesti\al 
ot life alio ^ved the new-niarned, a soit of interme- 
diate state between celibacy and matrimony, w^hich 
continued ceitain days During that time, enter- 
tainments, equipages, and other circumstances of 
rejoicing, were encouraged, and they were peimit- 
ted to exceed the common mode of In mg, that the 
bride and biidegroom might learn from such free- 
doms of con\eisation to run into a general conduct 
to each other, made out of their past and future 
state, so to temper the care» of the man and the wife 
With the gaieties of the lover and the mistress 
In those wise ages the dignity of life was kept up, 
and on the celebration of such solemnities tliere were 
no impeament whispers, and senseless interpreta- 
tions put upon the unaffected chearfulness or acci- 
dental seriousness of the bride, but men turned 
their thoughts upon tiie general reflections, on what 
issue might probablj be expected from such a couple 
in the succeeding course of their life, and felicitated 
them accordingly upon such prospects 
I must confess, I cannot, from any ancient manu- 
scripu sculptures, oi medals, deduce the rise of our 
celebrated custom of throwing the stocking, but 
have a faint memory of an account a friend gave me 
of in ougmai picture in the palace of Aldobrandini 
in Home This seems to shew a sense of this affair 
very different from what is usual among us It is 
a Grecian wedding, and the figures represented are 
a person offeung sacrifice, a beautiful damsel danc- 
ing, and another playing on the haip The bride is 
placed in her bed, the bridegroom sits at the feet of 
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it, aa aspect -whicb uiiimates his thoughts 
were not only entertained with the joys with vtbu h 
he was surrounded , but also with a noble gratitude, 
and cbvine pleasure in the otienng which was then 
made to the gods to invoke their influence on his 
new condition Theie appeaiS in the face oi the 
woman a mixture of fear, hope, and modestj , in 
the bridegroom a weii-go\ ei ned rapture As jou 
see m gieat spirits gnef, w^hich discovers itself tne 
more by forbeanng tears and complaints, you lU'^y 
observe also the highest joy is too big for utter «ii ce, 
the tongue being of all the oigans the le^st capible 
ot expressuig such a circumstance Ihe nuptni 
torch, the bower, the ranrnage song, me all p-^rti- 
culars which we meet with in the allusions of the an- 
cient writers , and in every one of them something 
IS to be obseived, which denotes their mdustiy to 
aggrandize arfti adorn this occasion abo\e all others 

With us all order and decency in this po nt is pe^ - 
ve ted, by the insipid mirth ot certain animals we 
Usually csll Wags These are a specie^ of all men 
the most insupportable One cannot without some 
rejection say, wdiether their fiat mirth provokes us 
more to pit}^ or to scorn , but if one considers w 
how great ailectatxon they utter tl^eii trigid conceits, 
commiseration immediately changes itself ‘o 
contempt 

A Wag IS the last order of pretenders to w ’t 
and good humour He has generally his mind pre- 
pared to leceive some occasion of merriment, but is 
ot himselt too empty to draw any out of his own :>ct 
of thoughts, and therefore laughs at the next thing 
he meets, not because it is ndiculous, but because 
he IS under a necessity of laughing A Wag is OnC 
that revtr in its life sa v a beautiful object, but sees, 
what it does see, m the most low^ and most inco» - 
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s^dcrable light it c^n be phced Tliere is i certun 
,fbil tv ncctbsary to behold w int is amiable aad cr- 
tbj ot our approbat on, which little aiiiidb waat, and 
attempt to hide by a general disregaid to eveiy tiling 
they b( hold abo\ e w hat tiiey are able to i elish Hence 
It ib, that a Wag in in asbcmhl} is e\er guebbing, 
iK>\v well such a Udy slept last night, and how muck 
such a young fellow is pleased with himself The 
Y\ ag s gaiety consists m a certain professed ill-brecd- 
ang, as it it were an excuse foi committing a fault, 
that a man knows he does so Though all public 
places are full of persons of this ordei , yet, because 
I will not allow impertinence and affectation to get 
the belter of natne innocence and simplicity of man- 
ner-s, I hsne, in spite of such little disturbers of 
public enteitainm^nts, persuaded my bi other Tran- 
qiulius, and his wife my sister Jenny, in favour of 
Ml Wilks, to be It the play to-monow evening 

They, as they Inv e so much good sense as to act 
natural!}, without regard to the obsen^ation of others, 
w ill not, I hope, be discomposed, if any of the fry 
ol "Wags should take upon them to make themselves 
merry upon the occasion of their coming, as they 
intend, in their w edding clothes My brother a 
plain, worthy, and honest man , and as it is natural 
for men of that turn to be mightily taken witk 
spughtly and ait} women, ray sister has a vivacity 
which may perhaps give hopes to impertinents, but 
w 11 be esteemed the effect ot mnoceace among wise 
men They design to sit with me in the box, which 
the house have been so complaisant as to offer me 
whencvei I think ht to come thither in my public 
dial acter 

I do not in the least doubt, but the tiue figure of 
conjugal affection will appeal m then looks and ges- 
tuies My sister does not affect to be goigeous in 
her diess, and thinks the happms^ss ot a wife u 
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ipoie \isible 111 1 cheiiful look tiian a g'ly app'iid 
II lb a liiicl task to bpeak ot poisons so nearly rcl ited 
to one \\ith decency ^ but I may sn), ail who shall 
be at the pi ly will allow him to have the mien of a 
Viorlhy Lngiibh gentlemin, hci^ tliat of a notables 
and deseiv mg wife 
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N t tiam prim*s<]us <rra4vs vicmia fee t, 

Tftrjioie crevtt amar^ taije qmque juje coissefit. 

Sell stuere putres l^od nj tp * we vetare^ 

Ex iSQUo captis ardebunt menttbus etmbo 

OVID dePyr 5 w Thisb Met iv 59 

Thetr neighbourhood acquaintance early bre«l, 

Accjnamc ince love, and love in time had led 
The Inppy couple to the nuptial bed. 

Then father'iscopt them But in vun oppose 
Tbcir mutu'il pabSion, souice of ail their woes 


From my 0W7i Apartment, June 14 

As soon as I was up this moi ning, my man ga\ c me 
the foUowing lettei , which, since it leads to a sub* 
ject that ma} pro\ e of common use to the \\ oild, I 
shall take notice of \\ ith as much expedition as my 
fail petitioner could desire 

Mi BlCKEaST\FI, 

Since you ha\ e so often declared yourself a pa* 
tion ot the distiessed, I must acquaint you, that lam 
d lughler to a country gentleman of good sense, and 
may expect three or toui thousand pounds tor my 
\oi. ly T 
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fortune I lo\e and am beloved b} Philander, a 
)oung gentleman who has an estate of five hundred 
pounds pef annum, and is our next neighbour m the 
country every summer My father, though he h^is 
been a long time acquainted with it, constantly re- 
fuses to comply with our mutual inclinations but 
w hat most of all torments me is, that it ever I sp^ak 
m commendation ot my lo\ei, he is much louder m 
his praises than myself, and professes, that it is out 
of pure love and esteem for Philander, as well as 
ins daughter, that he can nev^er consent we should 
marry each other, w^hen, as he turns it, we may 
both do so much better It must indeed be confess- 
ed, that tw^o gentlemen of considerable fortunes made 
their addresses to me last w inter, and Philander, as 
I have since learned, was odered a young hen ess 
With fifteen thousand pounds , but it scenes we could 
neither of us think, that accepting those matches 
would be doing better than remaining constant to our 
£ist passion Your tlioughts upon the whole may, 
peril ips, have some w'eight with my fathei, who is 
one of your admirers, as is your humble serv ant, 

S-kLVIA 

P S You are desiied to be speedy, since my 
father dad} presses me to accept'of^ what he calls, 
an *’dvantageous ofier ’ 

Ihere la no calamity m life that falls heavier upon 
human natuie than a disappointment in love, espe- 
cially when It happens faetw^'cen two persons whose 
he’U "-s are mutuali} engaged to each otner It is this 
di-streas which has given occasio’^ to some of tl efin^ 
est tragedies that were ev er written, and dail} fills 
the world with melancholy, discoiuent, phunzy, 
sickness, despau, and death I have often adniiied 
at the Darbai’ty of parents, who so frequently mter-*^ 
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pose their authority m this grand 'll tide of life I 
would fun isk S}Ivns father, vthether he thinks 
he can bestow a greater fa\oui on his daughter, than 
to put her in a way to live happil) I Whetlier a man 
of Philanders diaracter, with fi\e hundred pounds 
per unviLiTiy is not more likely to contribute to that 
end, than many a } oung fellow whom he may have 
in his thoughts w itli so many thousands > Whether 
he can make amends to hib daughter b> any increase 
of riches, for the loss of that happiness she proposes 
to herself in her Philandei ? Oi , whether a father 
si ouid compound with his daughter to be miserable, 
though she weie to get t\venty thousand pounds by 
the bargain ^ I suppose he would have her reflect 
with esteem on his memory after his death and 
does he think this a proper method to make her do 
so, when, as often as she thinks on tlie loss of her 
Philander, she must at the same time remember him 
as the cruel cause of it^ Any transient ill-humoui is 
soon forgotten, but the leflection of such a cuielty 
must continue to laise resentments as long as life it- 
self, and by this one piece of barbarity, an indul- 
gent father loses the nieiit of all his past kindnesses 
It IS not impossible, but she may deceive herself m 
the happiness which she proposes from Philander, 
but as in such a case she can ha\e no one to blame 
but herself, she will bear the disappointment with 
greater patience , but if she never makes the experi- 
ment, however happy she may be with another, she 
%\iil still think she might have been happier w itli 
Philandei There is a kind of sympathy in souls, 
that flts them for each other , and we may be assured 
when we see two persons engaged ui the warmths of 
a mutual affection, that there are ceitain qualities in 
both their minds winch bear a resemblance to one 
another A generous and constant passion in an 
agreeable loYeJ> where there is not too greata dispa- 
% » 



OQS T^TLER 3^" 

lit} m otliei arcnmst iiices is tLc gieattst blesM’jg 
lb It can bchl the person nelovcd 5 and, it eilool* ^ cl 
m one, may perhaps Le\ci be found in anothci I 
shill coPLiude tins \utlia cclcbiated a\^\ iul<. ot ifi- 
tnei 3 i idulgcnce in tins pai <-ic il 11 , which, Jhi igh 
caiHc-d to an exuaiagaiic'^ Ins something in i*- o 
tcndei andaunable, is mi} ju&ih icp ncii the in si - 
ness ot temper that IS be net wUhin maii> a 
British tilhei 

xVrtiochus, a pnnee of gieat Lopes, fth pas lon- 
^tCi) in lo\e with the 3omig queen btiatonice, a ho 
was his motbei-in-iawj and bad bore a son to the old 
ling belcueub his f tiier The piince, finding it im- 
poboible to extinguish liis passion, fell sick, andie- 
hutd all niannei ot nounshmeot, being determined 
to put an end to tl at iite w h ch / as become in sup 
po i bk 

h is’:>tiatu'’ the pb} snian, scon found that I01 e 
w IS his distemper, and observing the aiteialion in 
his puke and countcii'^nce, whenever Stiatonice 
m ide him a isit, w as soon satisfied that he w as dying 
tor hib }oung mother-in kw Knowing the old 
king s tenderness for hio so 1, a hen he one morning 
inqaned of ins health, he told him, that the prince s 
distemper was love, but that it was incurable, be- 
cause It w as impossible for him to possess the person 
whom he lov ed 1 he king, suipnsed at his account, 
desired to know how his son s passion could be incu^ 
rable Why, Sii , replied Lrasistratiis, because 
be IS in ioie wath the peiaon I am married to * 

The old king immediatel} conjured him by all his 
pa^t favouis, to save the life of his son and successor 

Sir, * said Ei asistratub, would }om majesty but 
fancy yourself in my place, you would see the iin-» 
reasonableness of w hat } ou debiie Heaven is my 
wilncbs, ’ said Seleucus, ‘‘I could rebign even rn} 
btu tomce to sav e my Antiochus ” At this, the tcais 
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1 w dow n his cheeks, \^liich when thepli}sician sa^v, 
^nkin^ 1 m by the hand, ’ says I e, if these 
aie }oui led entiments, the piinces hfe is out of 
d ui^^i , Stratonice foi whom he dies ” Seleucus 
imnech itcl^ gave ordeis lor sokmmzmg the mar* 
ipge , an 1 the \oung queen, to shew hei cbe ‘leiice, 
\try geneio bly evchanged the triiiei for the son. 
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■O' Eimtur Mila virtute poUstat CLAUD* 

Viitu'* alone ennobles human kind, 

Anti power should on her gloixous foot steps wait 

R W^NNK* 


Shee7-lanef June i6 

As it has b^^en the endeavoui of these our labouia to 
e\tiipite, from among the polite or bus> pjit ot 
jnankind, all such as ^le eithei prejudicial or insig- 
nificant to society, so it ought to be no Ics^ our 
study to supply the havock we hue made, by an 
exact care of the grow ing geneiation But w^hen we 
begm to inculcate proper piecepts to tlie children of 
thib island, except we could ti» r* them out of their 
nur'^es’ arms, wc see an imendment i<j almost impiac- 
ticable , foi we find tlie w hole species of our joutli, 
and grown men, is incoirigibly prepossessed with 
\a1nt3, pude, or ambition, according to the lespec- 
tive pvu suits to whicn they turn themselves, by 
T 3 
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^vtdiich means the world is infatuated with tlie love 
of appeaiances instead of things Thus the \a!u 
man takes pi aise foi honour > the proud man, cere- 
raonv for respect, the ambitious man, power foi 
glorj These three characters are indeed ot tery- 
neai resemblance, but differently received by man- 
ftuid Van ty makes men ndiculous, piide, odious , 
and ambition, terrible The foundation of ill vhich 
IS, that they aie grounded uoon faLehood ‘ for if men, 
instead of studying to appear considerable, were ir 
then own hearts possessors of the requisites foT* es- 
teem, tlie acceptance they other se unfortunately 
aim at \^ouicl be as inseparable fiom them, as appro^ 
bation IS from tiuth itself By tins means they vould 
have some rule to walk by , and they may ever be 
assuied, tbit a good cause of action will ceitainly 
receive a suitable effect It may be an useful hint 
in such cases for a man lo ask of himself, whether he 
really is what he has a ramd to be thought > If he ib, 
he need not gne himself much further anxiety 
What will tire woi Id say ^ the common question 

111 matters of difficulty, as if the terror lay wdiolly 
in the sense which others, and not we oursehes, 
shall have ot oul actions From this one source arise 
all the impostors in every art and profession, in all 
places, among all persons> in conversation, as well 
as in business Hence it is, that a \am fellow t ikes 
twice as much pains to be ridiculous, as would make 
him sincerely agieeable 

Can any one be better fishioned, better bred, or 
has any one more good-nature, than Damasippus ^ 
But the u hole scope of his looks and actions tends so 
immediately'- to gain the good opinion of ill he con* 
verses w ith, that he loses it foi that onl} reason As 
it IS the nature of vanity to impose fahe shews for 
truth, so does it also turn real posbessions mlo ima* 

I 
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ginniy one<; Daonsippus, by asbUtnnig to himself 
wint he has not, robs himsel^ ot what he has 

There is nothing inoie necessai} to establish repu- 
tat on, th-^n to suspend the enjoyment of it He 
that cannot bear the sexise of merit with silence, 
mabt ot necesfaitjr destroy it for fame being the ge- 
neral mistiess ot mankind, wdioever gives it to him- 
self insults dll to whom bu relates any ciicumstances 
to his own advantage He is consideied as an open 
lavisher ot that beaut), for av horn all others pine m 
silence But some minds are so mcapabl<" ot any 
tempera ice in tins particuiat, that on every second 
in their discourbc, you may observe an earnestness 
m then e}es, which shews t ley wait for your appro- 
bation , and perhaps the ncKt instant cast an eye on 
a glass, to see how they like themselves Walking 
the other da) in a neighbouring inn ot couit, I saw 
n more Lapp) and moie graceful orator than I ever 
oefoiehad heaid, or read of A youth, of about 
nineteen years of age, was, in aft Indian night-gown 
and ^aced c’p, pleading a cause befoie a glass The 
young fellow had a very good air, and seemed to hold 
h s biiet in his band rather to help ins action, than 
that he wanted notes for his fuithei information 
When I first began to observe him, I feared he 
would soon be alarmed , but he was so zealous for 
his client, and so favourably received by the court, 
that he went on witii great fiuency to inform the 
bench, that he humbly hoped they would not let the 
merit ot the cause suficr by the youth and mexpen- 
tnee ot the pleader , that in all things he submitted 
to theif candoui , and modestly desired they would 
not conclude, but that strength of ai gunient, and 
force of reason, may be consistent with grace of ac- 
tion and comeliness of person 

To me (who see people eveiy dsy in the midst of 
crouds^ whomsgeyei they seem to address to, talfe 
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only to themseheSj -^nd ot themselves) this oi itoi 
not so extiiv^gint a man ns perhaps another 
M lia\e thought him but I took pnitin his slc- 
cCbS a id was vei} glad to hnd be had in Ins fa\onr 
judsineit and coats^ without aii} manner ox op- 
position 

The efiecS of pndc and vanity are of conaequence 
onh to the proud and \nin, and fend to no fuither 
ill than w hat is pe^ sonal to themsch c b, in pre\cnting 
their progiess in any thing ^hnt is woithv and laud'’- 
ble, and creating ci \y in-jicnd of emulation ot supe- 
noi \utDe Th^se id qiniities aie to be found only 
in such as ha\e so hi^'e niiiids> as to circumsciibe 
their thoughts and cesigns within what propein ic- 
lates to the value, winch thev th nk due to tl eii de'ir 
and amiable selves but ambition, which is the 
thud great impediment to honour and viitue, is a 
fault of such IS ti ink themb^hes bom foi moving 
man highei orb, and pie% bein:’ |ovveifiil aid 
mibchietous to oemg Mituous and obbture liic 
paient ol tins mischief in 1 fe, «o fai as to leguhte 
It into schemcb, and mike it possess a man s whole 
heart without hib believing himself a dxmon, was 
Michiavel He first taught, that a man must lie- 
Cv^ssaiily appear weak, to be honest Hence i*- g'lins 
upon the. imsginatiuH, that a great is not so spi- 
c'lble as a little villain^ and men aie insensibly led to 
a belief, that tne aggravation of crimes is the dimi- 
nution of them Hence the impictv of thinking one 
tiling, and speakmg another In puibuance of this 
empty and unsatiafviig dream, to betiay, to indei- 
miiie, to kill in thcmbelves all natural sentiments of 
love to friends oi countu, is the willing practice of 
such as are thiisty ofpowei for any other ieisoD„ 
than that of being useful and acceptable to man^ 
kmd, 
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Advertisement 

^ WheieTS Mi BickeistafF has htely leceued 
n tt( out ot Iid ind, dated Jui e the ninth, noport* 
V ^ that he is grovn aery dull, foi the postige of 
\ hich]Mr Moiphew changes one shilling, and ano- 
ther viuhout d ite ot phee oi time, foi which he, the 
said Mot phew, chaiges two-pcnce it is desiied, 
tint toi the luluie, his couitcous and nncouiteoab 
r^idCiS will go a little tnither in e\piessiiig their 
good uid ill-will, and pay tor the carnage of tneir 
htt^rs, otheiwisv. the intended pieasuie oi pain, 
uii ch lb dtbigncd for Mr Bickeistatf, will be wholly 
dxsappointcu 


N^iS7 TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1710. 


Pudet hacopfrohtia nohts 
Et difit poiaissSf ^ nm fotuisse tefellt 

OVID Met u 759 

To heir an opsn slander is acmse 

But not to fi id an answer is a worse Drvde ^ 


'p)om my oum Apmtment^ June 19 

p4.baUIN of EjOme to Is\AC BlCItERbTAFF of 
London 

His Holiness is gone to Castel Gandolpho, much 
discomposed at ^^oive late accounts tiom the missiona^ 
pcs VI }oui island for a comujittee ot cardinals. 
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whicl lately sat for the reviling the force of some 
obsolete doctiines, and dialling up amendments to 
ceitain points of faith, haie repiesen ted the church 
of Rome to be in great dangei, from a treatise wiit- 
ten by a learned Englishman , which cairies spintual 
power much higher than we could have dared to 
haie attempted even he e His book is called, ^Aii 
Epistolaiy Discourse, proving from the Scripturtb, 
and the first Fathers, that the soul is a piinciple na- 
turally mortal Wherein is proved, that none have 
the power of giving this divine iramoitah7ing spiiit, 
since the apostles, but the bishops By Heniy Dod- 
weli, M A ’ The assertion appealed to ou** Literati 
so shoit and effectual a method of subjecting the laity, 
that it IS feared aui icular confession and absolution 
w ill not be capable of keeping the clergy of Rome m 
any degree of greatness, m competition with such 
teachers, whose fiocks shall receive this opinion 
What gives the greater jealousy here is, that in the 
catalogue of treatises which have been lately burnt 
within the British temtoiics, there is no mention 
made of this learned work , which circumstance is a 
sort of implication, that the tenet is not held erro- 
neous, but that the doctnne is received among you as 
orthodox The youth of this place aie very much 
divided in opinion, whether a verv memoi ible quo- 
tation which the author repeats out of lertulli in, be 
not rather of the st}le and mannei of Meursius^ In 
illo Ipso voliiptatis ultimre aestu, quo genitaU virus 
expeliitiir, nonne aliquid de anima quoqite sei timus 
exirOi atque adeo marcesc*mus ^ divigei^cimus cum 
iuezs deirmento ^ This piece of Latin goes nofai- 
thei than to tell us how our fathers begot us , so that 
we are still at a loss how we aftemards commence 
cteinai, for creando tvfunditur^ ^ injundendo cre^ 
tatur, which is mentioned soon after, ma) allude 
only to flesh and bloody as well as the foimer Your 
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readeis in this city, some of whom h'^'ve very much 
appioved the waimth with which you ha\e attacked 
tree-thinkers, atheists, and other enemies toiehgion 
and virtue, are very much di:>turbed, that you have 
given them no account of this letnarkable disserta- 
tion I am employed hy them to desire you would, 
with all possible expedition, send me over the ceie- 
mony of the creation of souls, as well as a list ot all 
the mortal a»id immortal men within the dominions 
of Great-Bntain When }ou have done me thi*» 
favour, I must trouble you ioi other tokens of }oui 
kindness , and particuhily I tiesne you would let 
me have the lehgious handkerchief*, which is of 
late so much woi n in England, for I have promised 
to make a present ot xt to a courtesan of a Fiench 
minister 

Letteis from the frontiers of F’*ance infoim us, 
that a young gentleman f , w ho vt as to have been 
cieated a caidmal on the next promotion, has put 
otF his design of coming to Rome so soon ?s was 
intended, having, as it is said, received letteis 
fiom Great-Butain, wherein several virno^i ot 
that island have desired him to suspend his icbo- 
lutions towards a monastic iite, untd the Ei tish 
grammarians shall publish their explication ot the 
words indefeazalie and 7 evolution Accoiding as 
these two haid teims are made to fit the mouths or 
the people, this gentleman takes his measuies tor 
his journey fiithei 

' Your iMew Bedlam has been read and consi- 
dered by some of your countrymen among us , and 
one gentleman, who is now heie atr^veilei, savs, 
your design is impracticable, toi that theie can be 

* HantUcerchiefs pnntsJ wiJi lepresenta ions of Dr Sa* 
cbevei €,11 

f Tiie Pretender 
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no place hige enough to contain the nurabci ot 
}ouiiunatcs He advises }ou theiefoie to ii«me 
the ambient sea for the bomidaJ} of >onr bospiLii 
It \^hat he sa)s be tiue, I do not see ho\^ joa t ui 
think of '^ny other inclobuie tui^ accoiding to i ^ 
dibcourbe^ the hoiC people are al cn \\ ith i l it ^igOy 
g e?t ana pioper actions axe recened v^ith cokli t^s 
and discontent, lii neu:> hoped tor vith unpat ercc, 
heroes in }oor ser\ ce are treated with calumi^^ 
\\liile criminals pass ♦'iiiough }our tow w itli ac- 
clamations 
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message of the Carthaginian senators, ^ho were 
sent to recall him, he wsls moved with a generous 
and disdainful sorrow, and is reported to have said^ 
^ Hannibal then must be conquered, not by the 
arms of the Romans, vhom he has often put to 
Right, but by the envy and detraction of his coun* 
tryraen Nor shall Scipio tiiumph so much in his 
fall, as Hanno, who will smile to have purchased 
the rum of Hannibal, though attended with the fall 
of Carthage. 

1 am. Sir, &c 

PAsairiisr 

tFills Coffee-house, June 19 
There is a sensible satisfaction m observing the 
countenance and action of the people on some oc- 
casions To giatify myself m this pleasure, I came 
hithei with all speed this evening with an account 
of the surrender ot Douay As soon as the battle^ 
ciitics heard it, they immediately drew some com- 
fort, m that It must have cost us a great number o£ 
men Others were so negligent of the glory of their 
country, that they went on in their discourse on the 
fuU house which is to be at Othello on Thursday^ 
and the curiosity they should go with, to see Wilks 
play a part so very different from what he had ever 
before appeared in, together with the expectation 
that was raised in the gay part of the town on that 
occasion 

This universal indolence and inattention among 
us to things that concern the public, made me look: 
back with the highest reverence on the glorious in- 
stances m antiquity, of a contrary behaviour m the 
like circumstances Harry English^ upon obseivmg 
the room so little roused on the news, fell into the 
same way of thinking How unlike,* said he 
Mr Bickerstaff, are we to the old Romans ’ 
von XV ^ 
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lhere’^a‘5 not a subject of their state but tlioi ght 
himscif as much concerned m the honour ot his 
counti/j as tne h st officei of the commonwealth 
Hoy/ do I admire the mobseuger, who lan with a 
tl^c n in his foot to tell the news of a \ictor} to the 
senate’ lie h^d not leisure foi his pupate pain^ 
until he 1 ad expiesbcd his public joy , nor could he 
siuier as a man> until he had tuumphed as a 
Homan ’ 
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regie m t rm resin ran fhna iaho is ? 

ViRG I 464 

WM t clime, what region, so remote irtl s range, 

Wbeie these our labours are i.ot knovm> 

R WivvE 

From 7ny own Apartment y June ni 

I w AS this no mng looking ovci my letteis, that I 
hi\e lately leccived ironi my several coriespon- 
dci ta , ome of which, refeiring to m> late papers, 
1 h^' c nid aside, with an n^-CiU to guemy lenuer 'i 
sighu ot them The fiist enue ^es u^ on my Green- 
house, and ia as follow^’s 

EiciuEr staff. South Wales i June j 

This Otter co es to ou iio ^ my Oiangery, 
which 1 intend '*0 it: orm as ni'*cl dsi can, accoid- 
ing to youi uiget lous model , and shall only b^g of 
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you to communicate to me your secret of preserving 
grass-plots in a cohered ’*oom, for in the climate 
V here my country seat lies, the} require ram and 
dews as well as sun and fresh air, and cannot Ine 
upon such fire food as }oui sifted weather I must 
likew ise desue } on to write over } our Green hou^e 
the following motto 

Hie xierf rpetuum, atque ah ns mens hus astas 

Here vernal bloom, and snndnaet’a genial w ^rmth, 

Resgn ail the year R Wy*<ne# 

Instead of } our 

0 ^ quts me gehdis suh montihus Haim 

Sniatf e? tngentt ramarum pioiegat utnhra ^ 

VIRG Georg II 448 

Some God, convey me to the cooling shades 

Of dewy Hifimus ! — — “ R Wynne 

Which, under fa oui, is the panting of one in 
summer after cool shades, and not of one m w inter 
after a summer house The rest of youi plan is 
very beautiful , and that your fiieod, who has so 
well described it, may enjoy it many winters, is the 
hearty wish of 

His and your unknown. See ” 

This oversight of a grass-plot in my friend’s 
Gieen-bouse, puts me in mmd of a like incon- 
sistency in a celebrated pictme, wdieie Moses is re- 
presented as stuking a rock, and the children of 
Israel quenching then thiist at the vvateis that flow 
from It, and run through a beautiful 1 mdscape ot 
grov^es and meadows, which could not fiouri&h in 
a place wheie water was to have been found only 
by a miracle 

The nevLt letter comes to me from a Kentish 
}eoman, who is very angiy wuth me for my advice 
¥ ^ 
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to parents, occasioned by the amours of Syhia and 
Philander, as related m my Paper, No 185 

SetuiRB Bickerstaff, 

I do not know by what chance one of Jrour 
Tatle’s IS got into my family, and has almost 
turned the brains of ni} eldest daughtei Wimfied^j 
who has been so undutifiil as to fall in love of her 
own head, and tells me a foohsh heathen story that 
she has lead m }our Paper to peisuade me to g \ e 
my consent I am too wise to let children have 
their own wills m a business like marriage It is a 
matter in which neither I myself, nor any of my 
iindred, were ever humoured My wife and I 
never pretended to love one another like your Sylvias 
and Philanders , and yet, if you saw our hre-side, 
you would be satisfied we are not always a squab- 
bling For my part, I think that where man and 
woman come together by their own good liking, 
there is so much fondling and fooling, that it hin- 
ders young people from minding their business I 
must therefore desire you to change your note, and 
instead of advising us old folks, who perhaps have 
more wit than yourself, to let Silvia know, that 
she ought to act hke a dutiful daughter, and many 
the man that she does not care for Our great 
grandmothers weie all bid to many first, and love 
would come afterwaids, and I do not see why 
then daughters should follow their own inventions* 
I am resolved Wmified shall not 

- Years, kc * 

This letter is a natuial picture of oidmai} con- 
tracts, and of the sentiments of those minds that lie 
under a kind of intellectual nistici ty This tnfiing 
occasion made me run o\er m my imagination the 
many scenes I have observed of the married con** 
dition, wherein tlie quintessence of pleasure and 
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pim are represented, as they accompany that state, 
and no otlier It is certain, there are many thou- 
sands like the above-mentioned yeoman and his 
wite, who are never highly pleased or distasted in 
their whole li\ cs But when vi e consider tlie more 
informed part of mankind, and look upon their be- 
haviour, It then appears that \uy httle of their 
time IS indifierent, but generally spent m the most 
anxious vexation, or the highest satisfaction Shak- 
speare has admuably represented both the aspects of 
this state m the most excellent tragedy of Othello 
In tiie character of Desdemona, he runs through 
all the sentiments of a virtuous maid, and a tender 
wife She is captivated by his virtue, and faithful 
to him as well from that motive, as regaid to her 
own honour Othello is a great and noble spirit, 
misled by the villainy of a false friend to suspect her 
innocence, and resents it accordingly When, 
after the many instances of passion, the wife is told 
the husband is jealous, her simplicity makes her 
incapable of believing it, and say, aftei such cir- 
cumstances as would drive another woman into 
distraction, 

1 think the sun where lie was born 

Piew all such humours from hmi 

This opinion of him is so just, that his noble and 
tender heart beats itself to pieci^, before he can af«* 
front her with the mention of ins jealousy , and be 
ow ns, this subpicion has blotted ont ail the sense of 
glory and happiness which befoie it was possessed 
with, when he laments himself m the warm allu- 
sions of a mind accustomed to entertainments so 
very different fiom the pangs of jealousy and re- 
venge How moving is his sorrow, when he cncs 
put as follows * 

^ 3 
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I inti been h-ifipy, if the gen'nl camp, 

Pioneers md 'll!, had tasted her sweet body, 

So I hat! nothing known Oh now « for ever 
Parewel the tianquil mind * farewel center t * 

Farei\el the plumed tioopc, and the b g n us 
That ma\e ambition virtue ’ 01 fareu el 1 
Farewei the neighing steed, am! the shnll hump, 

The spint-stimng drum, th’ear piercing iife. 

The royal hannei, and all qual ty, 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war ! 

And, oh ye mortal engines \ whose rutle tliroits 
Th* immoital Jove’s dread clamours counterfeit, 

Farewel 1 Othello’s occupation's gone 

I believe I may \enture to say, there is not m any 
othei part of Shakspeaie’s works more strong and 
lively pictures of nature than in this I shall there- 
fore steal Incog?itto to see it, out of curiosity to ob- 
serve how ^ ilks and Ciboer touch those places, 
where Betterton and Sandfoid so \ery highly ex- 
celled But now I am got into discomse of acting, 
with which I am so professedly pleased, I sb-ill 
conclude this Paper with a note I have just recened 
from the two ingenious fuends, Mr Penkethman 
and Mr Bollock 

Sir, 

^'Finding by your Paper, No 1S2, that you are 
drawing paialieh between the greatest actors of the 
age, ab you have already begun with Mr Wilks 
and Mi Cibber, we desire you would do the same 
justice to your humble servants, 

M Bullock and Wm Penkethman * 
For the information of postenty, I shall comply 
with this letter, and set these two great men in 
^cli a light as Sallust has placed his Cato and 
C^sar 

Mr William Bullock and Mr William Penke^h- 
man are of the same age^ profession, and sex. They 
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both distinguish themselves in a very particular 
manner under the discipline of the cnb-tree, witli 
this onlv difference, that IMi Bullock has the more 
agie'^ible squall, and Mi Penkethman the more 
gr"*cctiii brug Penkethman devoiiis a cold chick 
vim gieat applause, Bullocks talent lies chiefly 
m asparagus Penkethman is veiy dexterous at 
coiive^iing himself under a table, Bullock is no 
less actne at jumping over a stick Mr Penketli- 
man has a gieat deal of money, but Mr Bullock is- 
the taller man 
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ZTi/ /« ^uvenciSf e^t m equis fatrum 
Virtin , nec mbellm feto es 
Frogenerant Aoutla columham 

HOR 4 Od IV 3» 

In ‘5i«ers labot lous, and in generous steeds 
We ttace their siresj nor can the bird of Jove 
Intrepid, fierce, beget tU’ unwarlike dove 

Francis* 

From my own Apartment^ June aj 

Havin© lately turned my thoughts upon the con- 
siderations of the behaviour of parents to children 
m the great affair of marriage, I took mtich delight 
m turning over a bundle of letters, ti^hich a gentle- 
iuan*s steuvard in the countiy had sent me some 
time ago This parcej is a collection of letters 
written by the children of the family, to whi<^ he 
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belongs, to their father , and contains ail the little 
passages of their Ines, and the new ideas they re-» 
ceived as their years ad\anced There is m tliem 
an account of their diversions as well as their ex- 
ercises , and what I thought very remarkable u, 
that two sons of the famil}, who now make consi- 
derable figures jn the woild, gave omens ot that 
sort of character which they now bear, m the hrst 
rudiments of thought which they show in their 
ietteis, Were one to point out a method ot edu- 
cation, one could not, methmks, frame one more 
pleasing or improving than this , where the children 
get an habit ot communicating then tlioqghts and 
anciinatiDiis to their best friend with so much tree- 
dom, that he can form schemes tor their future life 
nnd conduct from an observation of their tempers , 
iind by that means be early enougn in choosing the ir 
wa} of hfe, to make them forw ard in some art or 
science at an age when otbers have not determined 
■what profession to follow As to the persons con- 
cerned in thi» packet I am spealingof, they have 
gvengieat proots of the force of this conduct of 
their father m the effect it has upon their liv es and 
manneis The elder, who is a scholar, showed 
irom h’s infancy a piopensity to pchte studies, and 
his made a suitable progress m literature, but bis 
leaimpg is so well woven into his mind, that from 
the impression of it, he seems rather to have con- 
tracted an habit of life, than manner of discourse, 
T o his books he seems to ow e a good ceconomy m 
hiS afi^jrs, and a complacency m his manners, 
though 111 others tint wa> of education has com- 
monly a quite different effect The epistles of the 
other §on are tuii ot accounts ot what he thought 
piost remarkable in his reading He sends his tar» 
ther toi new s the last noble story he had read I 
pbserve he 1& particularly touched with the con« 
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duct of Codrus, who plotted his ovtm death, because 
the oracle had said, if he w'^ere not killed, the 
enemy should prevail over his country Many other 
incidents m his httle letters gi\ e omens of a soul 
capable of geneious undertakings , and what makes 
It the more particular is, th-it this gentleman had, in 
the present war, the honour and happmess of doing 
an action, for which only it was worth coming into 
the world Their father is the most intimate hiend 
they have, and they always consult him rather 
than anyothei, when any error has happened ui 
their conduct through youtii and inadveitency The 
behaviour of this gentleman to his sons has made his 
life pass away with the pleasures of a second youth j 
for as tire venations which men receive fi om their 
children hasten the approach of age, and double the 
force of jears, so the comtorts, which they reap 
from them, are balm to nil othei sorrows, and dis* 
appoint the mjuiies of time Parents of children 
repeat their lives m their ofFspiing , and their con^ 
cern for them is so near, that they feel all their suf- 
ferings and enjoyments as much as if they regaided 
their own proper persons But it is generally so far 
otherwise, that the common race of esquires in this 
kingdom use their sons as persons that are waiting 
only for their funerals, and spies upon their health 
and happiness , as indeed they are, by their own 
making them such In cases where a man takea 
the liberty after this manner to reprehend others, it 
IS commonly said, let him look at home I am 
sorry to own it , but there is one branch of the 
house of the Bickerstaffs, who have been as erro- 
neous in their conduct this way as any other ftmily 
whatsoever The head of this branch is now in 
town, and has bronght up with him his son and 
daughter, who are all the children he has, m order 
to be put some way into the world, and see 
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fashions They are both very ilhbred cubs , and 
having lived togethei from their intancy, vvithout 
knowledge of the distinctions and decencies that 
aie proper to be paid to each other s sex, they 
squabble like two brothers The father is one of 
those who knows no bettei than that all pleasuie 
debauchery, and imagines, when he sees a man 
become his estate, that he will certainly spend it 
Thi^ branch are a people who never had among 
them one man eminent eitlier for good oi ill , how- 
ever, have all along kept their heads just above 
w ater, not by a prudent and legulai ceconoray, but 
by expedients in the matches they have made into 
tlieir house “W hen one of the family has, ui the 
pursuit of foxes, and in the enteitainment of 
clowns, run out tlie tfnid pait of the value of his 
estate, such a spendthrift has dressed up his eldest 
4»on, and married w hat t! c) call a good fortune , 
who has supported the father as a tyrant over them, 
during ins life, in the same house or neighbomhood 
Ihe son, m succession, has just taken tlie same 
method to keep up his dignity, until the mortgages, 
he has ate and drank himself into, hav e reduced 
him to the necessity of sacrificing his son also, m 
imitation of ins piogemtor Tins had been, for 
many generations, the whole that had happened m 
tl e family of Sam BickerstafF, until the time of my 
present cousin Samuel, the father of the young 
people \/e have just now spoken of 

Samuel Bickei staff, esquire, is so happj, as that 
by several legacies from distant leiations, deaths of 
maiden s’steis, and other instances of good foitune, 
he has, besides his real estate, a great sum of 
ready money His son at the same brae knows he 
his a good fortune, winch the fathei cannot 
alienate, though he strives to make him behave, 
he depends o iJy on his will for mnntenaiice 'lorn 
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19 now m iu 9 nineteenth >eai, Mrs Mary in her 
fifteenth Cousin Samuel, who understands no 
one poin^- of good behaiioui as it regards all the 
rest ot the m crid, is an e\act cntic in the drcas, 
the molion, the looks, and gestmes of his children 
What adds to their mi'^eiy is, that he ib excessively 
fond of them, and the greatest part ot their time is 
spent ui the presence ot this nice obaeivei Their 
lite IS one continued constraint The girl ne\er 
turn's hei head, but she is warned not to toilow the 
p’*oad minxes ot the town The boy is not to turn 
fop, or be quanelsome , at the same time, not to 
take an aftront I had the good fortune to dine 
ith him to das , and heard liia fatherly table-talk as 
we sat at dinner, \\hicb, it my memory does not 
^ail me, for the benefit of the world, I shall set 
down as he spoke it , which was much as follows, 
and may be of great use to those paientd who seem 
to make it a rule, that their childien s turn to enjoy 
the w^oild is not to commence, until they themselves 
have left it 

Now , Tom, I have bought you chambers m 
the inns of coui t I allow } ou to take a w^aik once 
or twice a day round the garden If you mind 
your busiiiesa, you need not stud) to be as great a 
Iwyci as Coke upon Littleton I have that that 
W'lll keep )ou , but be sure )ou keep an exact ac- 
count of }our linen Wiitedown what jou give 
out to yodr hundress, and wh^at she b’-ings ho^ 
again Go as little as possible to the othei end W 
the tow n , but if you do, come home ear^y I be- 
lieve I was as shafp as you foi your ears, and I 
had my hat snatched off my head coming home late 
at a stop by St Clement s chumfa, and I do not 
know fiom that diy to tli s who took it I do not 
care if you learn to fence a little; tor I would not 
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h-»\e jou be made a fool of Let me have an ac- 
count of e\eiy thing every post , 1 am willing to be 
It that chaise, and I tiimk you need not spare your 
puns As tor >ou, daughter Molly, do not mind 
one vordtliat is said to you m London, for it is 
only for jour money ’ 


ISO. TUESDAY, JUNE 2 ^, 1710. 


«.*— Hanaoi ^ dona ferentes 

VIRG Mn n 4?, 

Trojans all Gieeks and Grecian gifts distrust 
Sheer-lane^ June 26 

There are some occasions in life, 'wherein regard 
to a man s seif is the most pitiful and contemptible 
of all passions , and such a time cei tainly is when 
the true public spirit of a nation is run into a faction 
against then friends and bei^actois I hare hinted 
iicretofoie some things which diseo\er the real sor- 
low I am in at the observation, that it is now very 
much so in Gieat-Bntain, and ime had tHe hohour 
to be pelted 'With scieial epistles to expostulate witli 
me on that subject Among others, one from a 
person of the number of those they call Quakers, 
•who seems to admonish^ m6 out ot pure zeal and 
good-will But as there is no character so unjust as 
that of talking m party upon all occasions, without 
respect to mentor -worth on the contrary side, so 
tlieie IS no part 'v^e can act so justifiable as to speak 
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our niuid wlien we see tilings urged to extremity^ 
against all that is praise- wo^ thy or valuable in life, 
upoa geneial and groundless suggestions But if I 
have talked too fiaiikly upon such redections^ my 
correspondent has laid before me^ after his way, the 
error of it m a manner thit makes me indeed thank- 
iui for his kindness, but the more inclinable to re^ 
peat the imprudence from the necessity of the cn- 
cumstance. 


« Frte- n Isaac 

JjKIE ISAAC, J5 the month Jane 

Forasmuch as I love thee, I cannot any longer 
retiain declaring ipy «mmd unto *liee concerning 
fcome tilings Thou didst llivself indite the episile 
inseitedin one ot thy late Lucubrations, as thou 
wouldst have us call them tor veiil> thy friend of 


stone, and I speak according to knowledge, hath no 
fingers , and though hedialh a month, } et speaketh 
he not therewith, ndr yet did that epistle at all 


come unto thee trom the mansion-house of the scar- 


let whole It IS plain theiefore, that the truth i§ 
not m thee but since thou wouldst he, couldst not 
thou he with more discretion > Wbei etore ^bouldst 


thou insult over the affiicted, or add soirow unto the 
heavy of heart Truly this gall proceedeth not trom 
the spirit of meekness I tell tiiee moreover, the 
people of this land bemmcllou^i} given to change , 
insomuch tliat It may hkelj tome to pa*;!?, that be- 
fore thou art many years near^ to thy dissolution, 
thou ma>cst behold him sitting on a high place 
whom thou now laughest to scorn and then how 
wilt thou be glad to bundle th}sc f to the ground, 
and lick the dust of his feet, that thou mayest find 
favour m ins sight '' If thou didst meditate as mucli 
upon the woid, di> thou do=t upon the profane 
bcnbbimgs of the wise ones of this generation, thou 


voc iv^ 


X 



“230 TITLES.* 1?® 1 90 * 

'Vioaldst have remembered what happened unto 
Shimei, the son of Gera the Beiijamite^ who cursed 
tlie good man David m his distress David par- 
doi ^d ills tiancgiession 3 >et v/ab he afterwards 
taken as in a by the vvoids of Lis own mouthy 
and fell by the sword of Solomon the chief luier 
Furthermore, I do not remember to have heard an 
t\ e davs ot my youth and vanity, when, like thine^ 
my con\ersa‘'ion was wntli the Gentiles, that the 
men of Rome, which is Babylon, ever sued unto 
the men ot Cart! age, foi tnnquillity, as tiiou dost 
aver Neithei w -is Hannibal the son of Hamilcar, 
called home by his countrymen, until tiiesOsaw the 
sword of their enemies at their gates , and then was 
It not time foi him, thmkest thou, to return ^ It 
appeal eth therefoie that thou dost prophesy back- 
waidsj, thou dost loiv one way, and look anothei ; 
and indeed in all tilings art thou too much a 
seiie'^ , }et seemest thou not to consider what a day 
ma) bring forth Think of this, and take tobacco-. 
Iby h end, 

Amin4bab ’• 

If the zealous winter bf tlie abov e letter has any 
meaning, it is of too high a nature to be the subject 
of Lacubnticas I shall therefore W3\e such 
high p Jints, and be as useful as I can to persons of 
less moment tlian any he hints at When a man 
runs in o a litJe fame in the world, as he meets with 
a great de-^l of i eproach w Inch he does not deserve, 
so does he also a great deal of esteem to w hich he 
his in himself no pretensions Weie it otherwise, 
I am sure no one would oflei to put a law^-case to 
me but because I am an adept in physic and astro- 
logy, they will needs persuade me that I am no less 
a pioficient in all other sciences However, the 
point mentioned m the following letter is so plan a 
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©ne, that I think I need not tiouble myself to cast a 
figure to be aole to discuss it 

Me Bickfestaff, 

It IS some } eais ago since the entail of the 
estate of our famii} was altered, by pissing i fine 
in favour of me, who now am in possession of it, 
after some otheis deceased The heirs-generil, 
who lived beyond sea, were excluded by this settle- 
ment, and the whole estate is to pass in new 
channel after me and my heirs But several tenints 
of the lordship persuade me to let them hereafter 
hold their lands of me according to the old customs 
of the barony, and not oblige them to act by the li- 
mitations of the last settlement This, they sa^, 
will make me more popuhi among my dependants, 
and the nntient vas^^als of the e«tcite, to v* houi any 
deviation from the line of succes^^ion is alwav& in- 
vidious / 

Toms, Sec 

Sir, Shier-lavcj June 2 ^ 

You have by the fine a phm right, in which 
none else of your family can be your competitor , 
for vthich leison, bv all means demand vassahge 
upon that title The contraiy advice can be given 
foi no othei pin pose m nature but to betray you, 
and fav oiir othei pietcnder**, by making } ou place a 
right winch is in }oa only, upon a level with a 
right which } qu hav e in common witii others 
I am. Sir, 

Youi most faithful servant, until death, 

I B” 

There is nothing so dangerous or so pltasmg, as 
compliments maac to i & by oui enemie>> and my 
couespondtnt teha me, tbit though he knows se- 
veral of those who giv e him tLs counsel \\ cre at fiist 
X a 
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against passing the fine m favour of him , yet he is 
so touched witli then homage to him, that he can 
haidiy believe they have a mind to set it aside, m 
order to introduce the heirs-general into his estate 

These are great evils , but since there is no pro- 
ceeding with success mthis world, without com- 
plying w ith the arts of it, I shall use the aame me- 
thod as my correspondent’s tenants did with him, m 
relation to one w bom I never had a kindness for 5 
bat shall, notwitlistanding, presume to give him 
adtice 

Iswc Bic'kErstaff, Enquire, of Great-Britaikt, 
to Lew is the Fourteenth of France 

Sir, 

Your Majesty will pardon me while I take the 
liberty to acquaint you, that some passages wntten 
from your side of the water do very much obstiiict 
your interest We take it very unkindly that the 
prints of Pans are so very partial in favoui of one 
set of men among us, and tieat the otheis as ine- 
concileable to your interests Youi writers are very 
large in leoounting any thing which relates to the 
tigure and power of one party, but are dumb when 
they should represent the actions of the other This 
is a trifling circumstance which many here are apt 
to lav some stress iqson. , and therefore I thought fit 
to ofier it to youi consideration before you dispatch 
i:he nc'^t couiier 

I JB 
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N«10l THUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1710. 


*— Fro^ter vitam vivcnax ^rdere causas 

JUX Sat vm S4. 

*■ " ' Bisely tiiey 

r* e sacretl c u e k)r wJhcm hcv le b ni, be lav, 

Wha give up Virtue for a wonble''SU^*“ 

R W.VNE* 

FiO’^i iny owr> Apt. itment, June 28 
Of the evils under the sun, tint of making \ ce 
commend'’ ble is the greatest foi it seem'> to be tire 
basis of society, that applause and contempt si ould 
be al w 1} s given to proper objects But m this age 
•we behold things, foi we ought to b'i\e an 

abhonence, not only received without disd m, but 
even valued as motues of emulation This is 
turall) the d^sii action of simplicity of nninieisj^ 
openness of heart, and generosity of U mpe? Wnca 
a person gives himself the iibert) to range and run 
ovei m hjs thoughts the dideient geniuses of men> 
which be meets m the world, one cannot but ob * 
seive, that most of the mdirection aud artihc^ 
which IS. used among men, does not proceed so much 
from ® degeneracy in nstme, as an affect ition of 
appearing men ot consequence by such pi act ices 
B/ ihii^ mears it is, that a cunning man is so far 
from being ashimedof bemg esteemed '^uch, that 
he secretly rejoices in it It has been 1 soi t of 
that the greatest art «s to conceal art , but I 
ml hoWj, among some people we meet 
^ 3 
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then greatest cunning is to appeal cunnirg There 
as Pol^pragmon mal es it the whole business of his 
life to be thought a cunning fellow, and thinks it a 
much greater character to be teinble than agiee- 
able hen it has once enteied into a man’s head 
to ha\ e an ambition to be thought enfty, ail other 
e\ils are necessai^y consequences To deceive is the 
immediate endeavour of him, who is proud of the 
capacity of doing it It is certain, Polypngmoia 
does all the ill he possibly can, but pretends to 
much moie than he performs He is contented m 
his CVS n thougiits, and hugs himself w his cl<bet, 
that though he is locked up there and doing no- 
thing, the world does not know but tl at he is doing 
mischief To fuour this suspicion, he gives half- 
looks and shiUgs in hlsgeneial behaviour, to give 
you to understand that you do not know what he 
means He is also wonderfully adverbial in Ins e\- 
ptessions, and breaks otF with a ^^Peihaps’ and a 
nod of the head upon matteis of the most mdiiferent 
nature It is a mighty practice with men of thi5 
genius to avoid tiequent appearance in public, and 
to be as ra}stenous as possible when they do come 
into company There is nothing to be done, ac- 
coi ding to them, m the common w ay , and let the 
matter in hand be what it will, it must be cairied 
with an air of impoitance, and transacted, if we 
may so speak, w ith an Cbtentatious secrecy These 
are your persons of long-heads, who would fam 
make the w orld behev e their thoughts and ideas are 
ver) much super oi to their neighb^ours , and do not 
value what taese then neighbours think of them, 
prov idcd tl cy do not leckon them fools. These 
have such a romantic touch in business, that they 
hate to perform any thing like othei men Were it 
ill their choice, they had rather bung their purposes 
to bear by over-ieadung the peisons tliey deal w itb^ 
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tJi?n by a plain and scrapie mar'^ei Tbey 
difiiculties foi the hoaour of Sw^nnounting them 
Pohpiagmon is eteinalV bu'iied aftei this manner, 
\Mtii no Other pio'spect, tnan that he is in hopes to 
1>€ thought the most cunning cf ill men aid feais 
the imput'^tiOn of ot iirdeistanding much 

moie timi th^’t of the abuae ot it But, alas* ho\v 
cc ntempt’ble is such an ambition, which 1*3 the \eij 
re\er‘3c or '^il that is liuh laudable, and the \tiy 
contradiction to the oni/ means to a just upi tation, 
jjimpliCit}^ of manreis* Cunning can m no cncum- 
stance ima^inab*e be a quality worthy a mm, ex- 
cept m his own defence, and meieh to conceal 
iiimstlf Irom such are so, and in such cases, it 
IS no longei cratt, but wisdom The nio^'stious af^ 
fectation of being thougnt aittul immediate‘s Ills 
all thoughts of liummity and goodness, and gnes 
men a sense ot the soft affections and imp ilses ot 
the mind, which aie imprinted in us foi oui mutual 
^Idiant'^ge ai d siiccom, as of mere weaknesses and 
follies Accoidi to the men of cunning, you are 
to put off the nature of a man as fast as you can, 
and acqure that of a damon , as if it were a more 
eligible character to be a poweiful enemy, than an 
able friend But it ought to be a mortification to 
men affected this w^ay, that there wants but little 
more than instinct to be considerable in it, for 
when a man has anived at being very bad in his m- 
dmation, he has not much more to do hut to con-» 
ceal lumhelt, and he may revenge, cheat, and de- 
ceive, witl out much employment for understand- 
ing, and go on with gien chearffdness with the 
high applause ot bemg a prodigious cunning fellow 
But indeed, w hen we arrive at that pitch of faLe 
taste, as not to think cunning a contemptible qua- 
111), it IS, methinks, a v^ery great injustice that 
pick-pockets are had m so little vezierauon, who 
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xnmt bb admiiably well turned^ not only for the 
theoretic, but also the practical behaviom of cun* 
ning fe}io\^ s Aftei all the endeavours of this fa- 
jiiily or n'en whom we call cunning, their whole 
work tails to pieces, if others will lay down all 
esteem tor such artifices , and treat it as an unmanly 
quaht}, which they foibear to practise only because 
ti^ey abnor it When the spider is ranging in the 
diderent apartments ot his web, it is true, that he 
only can weave so tine a thread , but it is in the 
pow er of the merest drone that has w mgs, to fly 
ihiough and destioy it 

Will's Coffee house, Juf e a8 

Though tlie taste of wit and pleasure is at present 
but very low ir tins town, }et there are some that 
pieser^e their rtlish undebauched with common 
impressions, and can distinguish between reality 
and impostuie A gentleman was saying heie this 
eienmg that he would go to the phy to monow 
flight, to see heioism as it has been represented by 
some of our tragedians, represented in burlesque 
It seems, the play of Alexander is to be then turned 
into ridicule tor its bombast, and other filse orna* 
ments in the thoughts as v ell as the language The 
bluster Alexnndei makes is as much inconsistent 
With the character of an hero, as the roughness of 
Cljtus, an instiuce of the sincerity of a bold aitless 
soldiei To be plain is not to be rude, but rather 
inclines a man to cuibty and deference , not indeed 
to show It m the gestures of the body, but m the 
sentiments of the rauid It is, among othei things, 
fiom the impertinent figures unskiltui dinmatists 
draw of the characteis of men, that youth aie be- 
wildered and piejudiced in their sense of the w^oild, 
of which they have no notions hut what they diaw 
from books and such lepieseotations. Thus t4k to 
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a very young man> let him be of ne^er so good 
sense, and he shall smile when you speak of since- 
iity m a courtier, good sense in a soldier, or honesty 
in a politician The reason of this is, that }ou 
hardly see one play, 'vt herein each of the«e wa}S 
of life is not drawn iyy hanas tliat kno\’t nothing of 
any one ot them , and the truth is so far of the , op- 
posite side to uhat they pamt, that it is more im- 
practicable to live in esteem in courts than any 
where else, without smcei it) Good sense is the 
great requisite m a soldier, and honest) the only 
thing that ran support a politician This way of 
thinking made the gentleman, ot whom I was just 
now speaking, say, he was glad any one had taken 
upon him to depreciate such unndmal fustian as 
the ti igedy of i^le^ander The chaiacter ot that 
prince indeed was, that he \ as unequd, and guen 
to intemperance , but mins sober when 

he had the piecepts of his great instmcior warm m 
Ins imagination, he was a pattern of generous 
thoughts and dispositions, m opposition to the 
strongest desires whicn me incident to a youth and 
conqueror But instead of represenbng that hero 
in the glonous charactei of generosity and thastity,. 
in his treatment of the beauteous family of Danus, 
he IS dravn all a^ong as a monster of lust, or of 
ciuelty , as if the way to raise him to the degree of 
an hero, were to make his clnraeter as little like 
that of a worthy man as possible Such rude amt 
indigested di mights of things are the proper objects 
of 1 diciilt and coitempt , depreciating Ak v- 
p ■‘dei, \'y we hue him driwa, is the onl) w^y ot 
lestoring him to what he wa> in Inmself It is well 
contr \ ed of the phyers to let tins p* » t be follower 
by a true picture of hfe, in the comedy called. 
The Chances, * wherein Don ]olin and Con- 
stantia are acted to the utmost perfection*. There 
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need not be a greater n3‘-tance of the force of action 
than m many incidents of this play^ wheie mdif- 
fereut piss^gei>, and such as conduce only to the 
tacking of the scenes together, are enlivened with 
such an agieeable gesture and beha\ioui, as appa- 
rently she\-vs what a play might be, though it is not 
wholly what a play should be 
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Tscum vtvere Uatm ttleam hh^m 

HOR 3 0<I IX ver «lt 

Ghdly I 

W ith ti ee would live, with thee would d e 

F&ancts^ 

Ffom my own Apartment, June 30 

SoMF }ears since I was engaged with a coach-fuH 
of tiiendb to take a journey as far as the Land s 
End We were very well pleased with one ano- 
ther the first day, everyone endeavouring to re- 
commend himself by his good humour, and com- 
plaib mce to the rest of the company This good 
cori’espondence did not last long , one of our party 
was soured the vew fii-t evermg by a plate of 
buttei which had noi Dt meltc 1 to his mind, and 
which spoiled his teniper to such a degiee, that he 
continued upon the fret to the end of our journey* 
A second fell off fiom ins good humour the m\t 
moniing, for no othei reason, that I could imagme. 
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b^t because I chanced to step into the coach before 
him, ind place myself on the shady side This, 
however, was but my own private guess, for he 
dfd not mention a 'woid ot it, noi indeed of an/ 
thing else, for three da>s following The rest ot 
our company held out v ery near half the way, w hen 
on a sudden Mr SpiighUy fell asleep, and instead 
ot endeavouring to diveit and oblige us, as he had 
hitherto done, carried himself with an uncoiicemea, 
careless, drowzy behavioui, until we came to ou^ 
last stage There were tnree of iis who still held 
up our heads, and did all we could to maKe our 
journey agieeable, but, to my shame be it spoken, 
about tluee miles on this side E\eter, I w as taken 
with an unaccountable fit ot sullenness, that hung 
upon me tor above threescore m les , whether it 
were for want ot respect, or from an accidental tread 
upon my foot, or from a foolish maid s calling me. 

The old gentleman, I cannot tell In short, 
there was but one who kept hi^ good humour to the 
Land s End 

There was another coach that went along with 
us, m which I likewise observed, that there were 
many seciet jealousies, heart-burnings, and ani- 
mosities tor when we joined companies at night, 
I could not but take notice that the passengers 
neglected their own company, and studied how to 
make themselves esteemed by us, who w'-ere altoge- 
ther strangers to them , until at length tiiey grew 
so w^ell acquainted with us, that they liked us as 
Iitde as they did one another When I reflect upon 
tins journey, I often fancy it to be a picture of hu- 
man life, in respect to the several fiiendships, con- 
tiactb, and alliances, that are made and dissolved in 
the several penods of it The most delightful and 
most lasting engagements are generally those which 
pass between man and woman, and yet upon what 
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tndcs are they v^eakened, or entirely bioken * 
Sometimes the piUies fly asunder even m the 
midst of couitship, and sometimes grow cool in the 
\ ery honey-month Some sepaiate betore the first 
child, and some after the fifth , others continue 
good until tLnty^ others until forty, while some 
few, \\ hose souls aie of an happier make, and better 
fitted to one aiiothei, travel on together to the end 
of their journey in a contipiial iiitercouise of kind 
offices, and mutual endeaiments 

When we therefoie chuse our companions for 
life, if we hope to keep both them and ourselves lu 
good humour to the 1 ’st stage of it, w^e must be 
e\tiemely careful m the choice we make, as well 
as 111 the conduct on om ow n part When the per- 
sons to whom we join ourseh es can stand an exami- 
nation, and bear the sciutuy, when the) me id 
upon our acquaintance w tli them, and discover 
new beauties, themoic we search into their cha- 
racters , oui love Will naturally rise in pioportion to 
their perfections 

But because there are very few possessed of sudi 
accomplishments of body and mind, we ought to 
look after those qualifications both in ourselves and 
others, winch are indispensably necessaiy towaidn 
this happy union, and which are m the power of 
eveiy one to acquire, or at least to cultivate and 
jmpiove These, in my opinion,^ are chedi fulness 
and constancy A cheaiful temper joined with in- 
nocence Will male beauty attractive, knowledge 
delightful, and w>t good-natuied It will lighten 
sickness, pover*-}, and affliction, convert igno- 
rance into an amiable simplicity, and lendei de- 
foimity itself agieeable 

Constancy is natmai to persons of eventempei"3 
and uniform dispositions , and maj be acquued by 
those of the greatest fickleness, violence, and 
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pission, who consider senonsiy the teiins of union 
upon which diey come togetlier, the mutual intercbt 
111 \\hicii they are engaged, ■v^ith all the motives- 
that ought to incite their tenderness and com- 
P'^ssion towards those, who ha\e then dependence 
upon them, and are embarked with them tor life m 
the same state of happiness or misei) Constancy, 
when it glow sin the mmd upon considei ations of 
this nature, becomes a moral -virtue, and a kind of 
good-nature, that is not subject to any change of 
health, age, fortune, or any of those accidents, 
will ii aie apt to unsettle the best dispo^^itions that 
aie founded lalher in constitution than in reason 
Y^here such a constancy as this is wantin^, the 
most inflamed passion may fall aw w into coldness 
and indiffeience, and the most raeUmg tenderness 
degenerate into hatied and aversion I shall con- 
clude this Papei with a storj, that is \eiy well 
knowm in the north of England 

About thirty > ears ago, a p icket-boat tuat had 
several p ibsengers on board was cast aw ay upon a 
rock, and in so giCat danger of s nking, that all 
who were m it endeavoured to save themselves as 
well as they could , though onh those who could 
swim well had a bare possibility of doing it 
Among the passengers theie weie twm women of 
fashion, who, seeing themselves in such a discon- 
solate condition, begged of their husbands not to 
leave them One of them chose lather to die w ith 
his wife, than to forsake her , the other, though he 
was moved with the utmost compassion for his 
wife, told her, that for the good ot tlieirchildien, 
it w as bettei one of them should live, than both 
perish ” By a great piece of good luck ne\t to 
a muacle, when one ot our good men had taken 
the last and long faiewel in order to save himself^ 
vor.. ir X 
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and the other held in his anm the person tint is 
dearer to him than life, the ship was presen ed 
It IS with a seaet sorrow and vexation of mind 
that I must tell the sequel ot the story, and Jet 
my leader know, that this faithful pair, \/ho weie 
ready to ha\e died in each others aims, about 
three years after their escape, upon some trifling 
disgust grew to a coldness at hist, and at length 
fell out to such a degiee, tint they left one ano- 
ther, and parted for e\ er The other couple In ed 
together in an uninterrupted friendship and fe- 
licity, and what lemarkable, the husband, 
whom the ship\ itck had like to have sepaiated 
from his viife, died a few months aftei her, not 
being able to suivive the loss of hei 

1 must confess, there is something in the 
changeableness and inconstancy ot human natuie, 
that \ery often both dejects and terriUes me What- 
ever I am at present, 1 tierable to think what I 
maybe "While I find this pimupie m me, how 
cm I asbuie mj^elt that I shall always be t^ae to 
ni> God, my friend, or myself > In short, without 
constancy there is neithei love, friendship, no’* vir- 
tue, in the worldf 
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didicit fattit£ quid deheat ^ Sf (pud ame s, 

^0 j/t atmre fatens^ quo f rater amandus • 

JReddei € fersona sett conven er*‘ia cufque 

HOR ^rsPoet ver 31* 

The Poef, who wuh wild ds cernn ert knot^s 
What to h»s countiy and hxs friends he ov^es , 

How various nature uarms the human breast, 

To love the p-irent, brother, fi lend 01 gaesr,— 

He surely knows, with nice, well judging art, 

The strokes peculiar to each diF^rent part 

Fa A\cis 


J^iirs Coffee-home, July 3 

I H WE of latL recened man) epistles, herein the 
’^nteis tieit me as a mercenary person, foi some 
little bints concerning mattei* which, they think, 
I should not ha\ e touched upon but foi sordid con- 
sideiations It is apparent tliat my mo^vc could 
not be of that kind , tor when a nion declaies him- 
Self open!} on one side, that party will take no moie 
notice of him, becaiibc he is sure , and the set of 
men whom he declaies agunst, for the ‘^nme reason, 
ore \iolent against him Ihns it ij> folly m a plain- 
dealer to CApect, that either his friends will reward 
hiia, or Ills enemies foigne inm Foi which lea- 
son, I thought It w^as the shoitest way to impar- 
tnlit^% to put myself oe^ond fumti hopes or fears, 
by dechi mg nwself at a time when the d spate is 
not about ''pel sons and pirties, but things and 
causes To relieve mvsclf fioni the vexation which 
2 
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naturally attends such reflections, I came hithei 
tins evening to gn e thoughts quite a new turn, 
and converse with men of pleasure and wit, lathei 
tlian those of business and inlugue I had hardl} 
enteied the room when I was accosted bv Mi Tho- 
mas Dogget, vt ho desired my favour in relation to 
the play winch was to be acted for his benefit on 
Thursday He pleased me in saying it was The 
Old Bachelor, in which comedy theie is a neces- 
sary circumstance observed by the author, which 
most other poets either overlook or do not under- 
stand, that IS to say, the distinction of characters. 
It IS very ordinal y with writeis to indulge a certain 
modesty of believing all men as witty as tliem- 
sehes, and making all the persons of the play speak 
the sentiments of tiie author, w ithout any manner 
eft respect to the age, foitune, or quality, of him 
that IS on the stage Ladies talk like lakes, and 
footmen make simihes but this writer knows men, 
which makes ins pla)S reasonable entertainments, 
while the scenes ot most others are like the tunes 
between the acts Ihey are peihaps agreeable 
pounds, but they have no ideas afhxed to tliem 
Dogget thanked me for my visit to him m the win-- 
ter , and, after his comic manner, spoke his request 
With so arch a leer, that I promised the droll I 
would speak to all my acquaintance to be at his 
pliy 

Whatever the v^orld may think of the actors, 
w hetliei it be that their parts have an effect on their 
jncs, or whitevei it is, you see a wonderful bene- 
volence among them towards the interests and ne- 
cessities of each other Dogget theiefore would 
not let me go, without delivering me a lettei fiom 
poor old Downs, the prompter^ wherein that le- 
taiaei to the theatre desires my advice and assutanco 
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in % matter of concern to him I have sent him my 
private opinion foi his conduct , but the stage and 
state affaiFb being so much canvassed by parties and 
factions, I shall for some time hereafter take lea\0 
of subjects winch relate to eithei of them , and em-^ 
ploy my cares m the consideration of matters^ 
which regard that pait of mankind, who live with- 
out interesting themselves with the troubles or plea- 
sures ot either However, for a mere notion ot the 
present posture of the stage, 1 shall give you the 
letter at large, as follows 

Hovoueed Sir, July i, 1710 

Finding by divers of your late Papers, that yon 
are a fiiend to the profession of which I was many 
years an unworthy member, I the rather make bold 
tocra\eyour advice touching a proposal that has 
been lately made me of coming again into business, 
and the sub-admimstration^of stage aifairs I ha\e, 
flora ray youth, been bred up behind the curtain, 
and been a prompter trom the time of the Resto- 
ration I have seen many changes, as well of 
scenes as of actors , and have known men within 
my lemembrance arrive to the highest dignities of 
tlie theatre, who made then entrance in the quahtjr 
of mutes, joint-stools, fiower-potb, and tapestry 
hangings It cannot be unknown to the nobility 
and gentry, that a gentleman ot the inns of court 
and a deep intriguer, had some time since worked 
Inmselt inlaiihe sole management and direction of 
the theatre Nor is it less notonous, that his rest-* 
less ambition, and subtle machinations, did mani- 
festly tend to the extirpation of the good old Biitish 
actors, and the introduction of foreign pretenders , 
such as Harlequins, Fiench dancers, and Roman 


^ Christopher Ric»% 

3 
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Singers, ixlio, though they irapo^erishcJ the pio- 
prietoiS;, and uuposed on the audience, \^cre fur 
some time toiented, by reason ot his dcxtious insi- 
nuations, which pi e\ ailed upon a few deluded vo- 
nien, c^peci^lly the F'nmd Masks, to believe that 
the s^age was m danger But his schemes were 
jsoon exposed, and the great ones that suppoi ted 
him withdiawing then favour, he made his exit, 
and leniained for a season m obscurity During 
thib retreat the Machiavdian was not idle , but se- 
c^-edy foircnted dn isions, and wi ought ovei to 
bide son eot the inferioi actors, reserving a Imp- 
door to himself, to which only he had a key Ihis 
entrance secured, this cunning person, to complet# 
Ills company, bethought himself of calling in the 
most eminent strollers from all parts of the king- 
dom I have seen them all langed together behind 
the scenes, but they are many of them persons 
that never tiod die stage before, and so very auk- 
wnrd and ungainly, that it is impossible to believe 
the audience will beai them He was looking over 
his catalogue of plays, and indeed picked up a good 
tolerable set of grave faces for counsellors, to ap- 
pear in the famous bcene of Venice Pieserved,' 
when the danger is over , but they being but mere 
outsides, and the actors having a gieat mind to 
phv ' Tne le^pest, lliere ib rot a man of them, 
when he is to peifoim any thing above dumb show, 
2 s capable of acting with a good giace so much 
the pait of Tnncalo However, the mastei per- 
si fs in his design, and is fitting up the old storm , 
b it I nm afraid he w 11 not be able to piocurc 
afble saiiorb or experienced ofhceis for love or 
money 

Besides all this when he comes to c^^bt the 
pans, thc,re is so ^itat a coidubiou aiiaongst them 
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Ifr want of poorer actors, that for my part, I am 
wholl} diacourtgd iiie pH} a\ith v q ch they 
ic ign to open la, ‘ Tiic Duke and no Duke , and 
they are so put to it, that the master him elt tq 
act the Co ijuiex, a»Ki the} ha\e no one for tne Ge- 
neral but hone-jt Geo^ ge Po\^ ell 

No\’v, Sir, they being so much at a loss for 
the D/amatis Ptnotice, viz the persons to enact, 
and the whole frame of the bouse being designed 
to be altered, I de-^ire your opimon, whetner } ou 
think it advisable for me to unaertake to prompt 
tnem > For though I can clash swords w hen thev 
repreacnt a battle, and have vet lungs enough lett 
to huzza thei victories, I question, if I should 
prompt them right, w hether the} vv ould act accord- 
ingly I am 

Your honour s most humble seiv ant, 

J Downs * 

P S Sir, since I writ this, I am crediblT 
informed, that they design a new bouse in Lin- 
coln b inn-helds, near Ine Popish chapel, to be 
ready b}' Michaelmas next , which indeed is but 
lepairing an old one that has ahead} failed You 
know, the honest man who kept the office is gone 
alreadv * 
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Mtlitat cmnts amans OVID Attior El IX ver r» 

Ti’e toils of love require a w arnor’s art, 

Ard evei y lover plays the soldier s part 

R Wynne 

F? om my own Apai tment^ July ^ 

I WAS this morning leading tlie tenth canto in the 
fourth book of Spensei, in which Sir Scudamore 
relates the progress of his courtship to Amoret under 
a\er> beautitiii allegory, which is one of the most 
natuial and unnuxedot am m that most excellent 
author I shall transprobe it, to use Mi Bayess 
term, for the beneft ot many English Lovers, who 
have, by frequent letters, desired me to lay down 
some rules foi the conduct of their viituous araouis, 
and siiali only premise, tint by the Shield of Love 
IS meant a generous, constant passion for the person 
beloved 

When the fame,’ says he, of this celebrated 
beautv hist flew abroad, I went in pursuit of her to 
the Temple of LoVe This temple,’* continues he, 
bore the name of the goddess Venus, and was 
sealed in a most fruitful island, walled by nature 
against all invaders There was a single bridge 
th It led into tiic island, and befoie it a cattle gar- 
risoned by twenty knights — Near the castle was an 
open plain, and m the midst of it a pillar, on w hich 
xvas hung the Shield of Love , and underaeat|i it^ la 
ietteis of gold, was this inscription. 
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** Happy the man who well can use his hliss j 

** Whose ever be the sh eld, fair Amoret be his 

My beait panted upon reading the inscription^ 

I struck upon the shield with my spear Immedi-* 
atel} issued torth a knight well mounted, and com- 
pletely armed, who, without speaking, ran fieicely 
at me I receued him as well as I could, and by 
good fortune threw him. out of the saddle I en- 
counteied the whole twenty siiccessiveh% and* 
leaving them aU extended on the plain, earned ofE 
the shield in token of victory Having thus van- 
quished my rivals, I passed on without impediment* 
until I came to the utmost gate of the bridge, which 
I found locked and barred I knocked and called j 
but could get no answer At last I saw one on the 
othei side of the gate, who stood peeping through a 
small crevice This was the porter , he had a dou- 
ble face resembling a Janus, and was continually 
looking about him, as if he mistrusted some sudden 
danger His name, as I afterwards learned, was 
Doubt Overagainst him sat Belay, who enter- 
tained passengers with some idle story, while they 
lost such opportunities as were never to be recovered 
As soon as the porter saw my shield, he opened the 
gate , but upon my entering. Delay caught hold of 
me, and would fain have made me listen to her 
fooleries Howevei, I shook her off, and passed 
fouvard, until I came to the second gate, ^The 
Gate of Good Desert,’ which always stood wide 
open, but m the porch was an hideous giant, that 
stopped the enti ance , Ins name was Banger Many 
waniois of good reputation, not able to bear the 
sternness of his look, went back again* Cowards 
fled at the first sight of him , except some few* 
who, watching their opportunity, slipt by him un- 
observed I prepared to assault him, but upon the 
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irst Sight of mr sb eM, he immedntch ga\e 
Looking bick upon him^ I found bis hinder p irts 
much pioie deformed and teinble than his face, 
Hatred, Murder, Treason, En\}, and Detraction, 
lying m ambush behind him, to fall upon the heed- 
ieas and unwary 

I now enteied the ^ Island of Lo^c,* yiliich ap- 
peared in all the beauties of art and natuie, and 
feasted every sense with the most agreeable objects 
Amidst a pleasing vaiiet/ of walks and alle}Sj shady 
seats, and flowery banks, sunny hills, and gloomy 
^allejs, weie thousands of level's sitting, or walking 
togeLher in pairs, and singing hymns to tlie deit) of 
the place 

I could not forbear envying tins happy people, 
who were already m possession of all the} could de- 
sire While I went foiward to the temple, the 
structuie was beautiful beyond imagination The 
g'lte stood open In the entiance sat a most amiable 
Wcm'»n, whose name w^a*? Concoid 

On either side of hei stood two }oung men, 
both stioiioh armed, as if atraid of each othei As 
I alterwards ieained, they were both her sons, but 
begotten of her by twm diflcient fatheis, then names 
Loi e and Hatied 

The lad\ so well tempered and reconciled thtm 
both, that she foiced tliem to pm hands , though I 
could rot but observe, that hatied tumed aside his 
face, as not able to endure the sight of his younger 
brother 

I at length enteied the inmost temple, the roof 
of which w as laised upon an hundred marble pillars, 
decked with crowns, chains, and garlands The 
giound was strewed with flowers An bundled ul- 
tarjs, at each of whicn stood a vngin piiestess cloathed 
in white, blazed all at once with thesaciifice ot iov-* 
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eiv, who were perpetually sending up tlieir vows to 
1 ea\eii m clouds ot incense 

In the m’dat s^'ood the Goddess herself upon an 
alt'll whose substance was neuher gold nor stone, 
but infinitely more precioi s than e ther Aboat her 
neck dew numberki^b docks or little Loves, Joys, and 
Giaces , and all about her altar h> sc ittered heaps of 
ioveib, complaining ot the disdain, piide, oi tieachery 
of then mistresses One among the lest, no ionger 
rtble to contain his griefs, bioke out into the follow- 
ing prarer 

Venus, queen of grace snd beaut}, joy of gods 
and men, who wntii a smile bccalmest the seas, and 
renew est all nature, Godde'-s, whom all the diifei- 
ent species m the unweise obey with joy and plea- 
sure, g^'ant I ma} at last obtain the object of my 
vows 

'' Ihe impatient lover pionounced this with great 
\eheraence, but I, in a soft murmur, besought the 
Goddess to lend me her assistance While I was 
thus playing, I cuanced to cast my eje on a corapa- 
ny ot ladies, w ho w ere assembled together in a cor- 
ner of the temple waiting for the anthem 

The foremost seemed something elder and of st 
more composed countenance than the rest, who ail 
appeared to be under hei diiettion Her name was 
V omanI aod On one side of her sat Shamefaced- 
ness, with blushes using in her cheeks, and herejes 
fixed on the ground on the other was Ciiearfulness, 
with a smiling look, that infused a secret pleasure 
into the hearts of all that saw her With these sat 
Modesty, holding her hand on her heait Courtesi , 
with a graceful aspect, and ooliging behaviour and 
the two sisters, who were always linked togctiier, 
and lesembled each other. Silence and Obedi- 
ence 
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sat they all around m seemly rate, 

And in the midst of them a goodly maid, 

Ev^n in the lap of Womanhood there sate. 

The which was ad m Idy wh*te array'd t 
Where silver streams among the Imen stray’d, 

^ike to the mom, when first her shining f ice. 

Hath to the gloomy world itself bewray ’'d 
That same was fairest Amoret m place, 

Shining with beauty’s light, and heavenly virtue’s gracd, 

« As soon M I beheld the chaimmg Amoret, my 
heart throbbed ith hopes I stepped to her, and 
seized her hand, when Womanhood immediately 
rising up, shaiply rebuked me for offering in so lude 
a manner to lay hold on a virgin I excused myselt 
as modestly as I could, and at the same time display- 
«d my shield upon which, as soon as she beheld 
the God emblazoned wiih his bow and shaftb she 
Was shuck mute, and instantly retired 

“ I shll held fast the fair Amoret, and tuinino- 
my e)es towards the Goddess of the place, saw that 
she favouied my pretensions with a smile, which so 
emboldened me, that I earned offmj prize 

^ The maid, sometimes with teais, sometimes 
With smiles, iiitreated me to let her go but I led 
her through tlie temple-gate, where" the Goddess 
Concord, who had favoured my enhance, befiiended 
my retreat ’ 

This allcgoty is so natural, tint it explains itself 
The persons m it are seiy artfully destribed, and 
Asposed in proper places Ihe posts assigned to 
i>oubt. Delay, and Danger, aie adra liable T/ic 
gate of Good Desert has something noble and instiuc- 
m e in It But above all, I am most pleased with the 
beauhful gronpe of figures in the comer of the tem- 
ple Among these Womanhood is dray n like what 
the philosophers call an Un’versal A’alme, and 
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IS attended \%ith beautiful representatives of all 
tbo e \iituea that are tiie ornaments of the fen3ale 
«e \5 considered m its natural pertection and m- 
nocence 
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Giecian Cqffee-hmst^ July j 

The leained world are \ery much offended at many 
of my latiocinations, and have bat a veiymean opi- 
nion of me as n politician The reason of this is, that 
some erroneousl}' conceit e a talent for politics to con- 
sist in the regal d to a mans own inteiest, but I anx 
of quite anotnei mind, and think the fii^jt and essen- 
tial quality towards being a statesman is to have a 
public spirit One of the gentlemen who are out 
of humour with me imputes my tailing into a way, 
wherein I am so tcrv aukward, to a barrenness of 
invention , and has the charity to lay new matter 
before me foi the future He is at tlie bottom my 
fiiend , but is at a loss to know whether I am a fool 
or a physician, and is pleased to expostulate with me 
with relation to the latter He falls heavy upon li- 
centiates, and seems to point moie particularly at 
us who are not regularly of the facuitv But since 
he has been so civil to me, as to meddle only with 
those who are emplo}ed no farther than about mens 
live‘5, and not rejected upon me as of the astrolo- 
gical sect, who concern ourselves about lives andl 
fortunes also, I am not so much hurt as ta shfle any 
part of his fond letter, 

¥01* JV* it 
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I am aftaid theie is something in the susnieiona 
of some people, thst jou begm to be short of matter 

^n7r" Thojigh seveial of them nmv 

and then did appear somewhat dull and n si >id to 
me, I \nas always chautably inclined to beiie/e the 

todecyphepourmysteiies, andremembei jourad< 
^ertisement upon this account But since I have 
seen youfall into an unpardonable enor, jea, with a 
mlapse, I mean, since I hare seen you turn poh! 
tician in the present unhappy dissensions, I have be 
gun to fagpr and could not chuse but eS £ 
^eat value I had for the Censor of our i!le Hovv i! 
It possible that a man, whom interest did naturally 

lead to a constant impartidity in these matteis ^nd 

Tot 1 U t to judge that his opinion S 

not hke to make many proselytes, how is itpossibJe 
Isay, that a little passion, for I have still too good an 

opnio 1 of you to think yon was bribed by the s^T 
ger’vg party, could blind yon so far J 
the very leUer ka{f of theLilon, and to iLefS 
50 mac 1 the number of j our fnends > ]\fr Mornhew 

over"aL enV'“‘’" thank you, unless Se 
oier, and endeavour to legam what yon uLg W 
Ihere are still a gieat many ti^emts you have 
untouched such as the ill-mana 
i slating to lavy and physic, the settino^ 
tor knowing the qmcks in both profLsfon^ 

fe S'tr 

i.S'S J 
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favour of mere boys, valuing the health and In es 
of their country men no farther tlian they get money 
by them IC ou hai e said \ ery little or notlnng about 
the Qispensation of justice in tovtn and country, 
■% here clerl s are the counsellors to tlicir masters 
But as I cannot expect th tt the Censor of Great- 
Britain should publish a letter, \\ herein he is censui-^ 
ed \\ ith too much reason hi nisei 1 3 yet I hope 3^011 
Mill be the better lor it, and think upon the themes 
I have mentioned, Inch mi st certainly be of greater 
sen ice to the -viorid, } ourself, and Mr Morphew, 
tiian to let us know he the r you are a Whig or a To- 
ry lam still your admirer and servant, 

Cato Junior 

This gentleman and I differ about the words stag^ 
gering and letio part 3 but instead of answering to 
the particulars of this epistle, I sn ]1 only acquaint 
mv correspondent, that i am at present iorramg my 
thoughts upon the foundation of Sir Scudanoies 
progress 111 Spenser, which has led me from ail othet 
amusements, to consider the state ot Love in this 
island, and from the corruptions in the government 
of that, to deduce the chief evils of life In the mean 
time that I am thus emplo3ed, I have given positive 
orders to Don Saltero ot Chelsea the tooth-drawer, 
and doctor Thomas Smith the corn-cutter ot King- 
street, Westminster, who have the modesty to con- 
fine their pretensions to manual operations, to bring 
me m, with all convenient speed, complete lists of 
ail who are but of equal learning with themselves, 
and yet administer physic bey^ond the feet and gums 
These advices I shall reserve foi my futme leisure, 
but have now taken a resolution to dedicate the re- 
mammg part of this instant July to the service of the 
fair sex, and have almost finished a scheme for set- 

Z ft 
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ding the whole remainder of that sex who are unmai- 
ned, and abo%e the age of twenty-fi^e 

In order to this good and pnbiic ser\ ice^ I shall 
consider the passion of Lo'v e in its full extent, as it 
IS attended both with joys ana inquietudes, and lay 
down, for the conduct of n)y Lo\ers, such rules as 
shall banish the caies, and heighten the pleasures, 
which flow from that amiable spring of life and hap- 
piness There is no less than an absolute necessitj, 
tiiat some provision be made to take oiF the dead 
stock of w^omen in city, tow n, and countr}^ Let 
there happen but the least disorder in the streets, and 
in an instant you see the inequality of the imrabeis 
of males and females Besides that the feminine 
crowd on such occasions is mo’*e numeious in the 
open way, j ou may obsen e them also to the very 
garrets huddled together, four at lea'll at a casement 
Add to this, that bj an exact calculation of all that 
hat e come to tow n by stage-coach or waggon for this 
twelvemonth past, three times ii four the treated 
persona hive been males This ov er- stock of beauty, 
for which theie are so few bidders, calls foi an im- 
mediate supply of lovers and husbands , and I am 
the studious knight-onant, w ho hav e suffered long 
nocturnal contemplations to find out methods for the 
lehef of all Briush female^, wi o at present seem to 
be demoted to involuntir} virginity The scheme, 
upon which I design to act, I have communcited 
to none but a beauteous jourg ladj, who has for 
some time left the tovvn, in the following lettei 

To Am AM) A IN Kent 
, " Madam, 

I send, with this, my discourse of ways and 
means for encouraging mainage, and repeophng the 
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island Yon will soon observe> that, according to 
these rules, the mean considerations, which make 
beauty and raent cease to be the objects of Io\ e and 
coQitship, Vi ui be fully exploded I ha'v e unanswei- 
abIypro\ed, that jointures and settlements are the 
bane of happmcbs, and not only so, but tl e rum 
eyen of then foi tunes who enter into them I beg 
of }ou theietore to come to town upon the receipt 
of this, where, I piomise }ou, jou shall have as 
many io^erb as toasters, foi there needed nothing 
but to make mens interests tall m with then incii- 
natiohs, to render you the moat couite^i of your 
sex Aa many as love ^Qn will now be willing to 
m^rry }ou Hasten then, and be the honourable 
niistiess of mankind Cassander, and many others, 
Stand in The gate of good desert to receive you, 
I am. Madam, 

Your most obedient, most humble servant, 
Isaac BicnERbTAPF ” 



